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The Last Word 259

that is the reason that people forget their own affuirs,
their parents, forefathers, Wives ard children, and some-
times their own selves, but keep on remembering the

obedient servants of God even centuries after their dcaths.
Not only their names are remembered with love and

respect but even their shrines are mintained and visited
by the people as part of religious duties.

In the other verse we have the rcas.n why the mystics
and scholars keep themselves aloof {rem the worldly gains,
Quran tells us that on account of rememberance of God
which in reality m2ans completie submission to the Will
of God and Pleasure of His Prophet (PBUH) they get
consolation and contentment of the heart and souland
that is the reason that the material iife with all 1ts charms
becomes immaterial for them. Quran says that whoever
fFulfils his promise (of obedience) and keeps his duty
(towards God) then God surely loves the dutiful (3 : 74);
and God is the Friend of the rightcous (7: 196). On attain-
ing this stage the obedient servant of God comes within
the category of those «who say : Our Lord 1s Allah,

and they are steadfast, no fear shall come upon them,
nor shall they grieve” (46: 13). They are Friends of

Allah and they shall certainly have no fear nor shall they
grieve. (10:62). Their reward is with their Lord,
Gardens of Eternity, through which streams flow; they
will abide therein for ever: Allah is well-pleased with them
and they are well-pleased with Him (98 : 8). For them are
glad tidings in the preseat life and also in the Hereafter,
There is no change in the Words of Allah, Thatindedd
is the Supreme Achievement. (10 : 64).

”C‘Jl\._l'i M Lde W
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258 Real Achievement of the Human Life

them submit to what was the right. They were the real
well-wishers and benefactors of the humanity at large.

They lived a very simple but pious, chaste and virtuous

life, and although they also kept wives and children yet
they never endeavoured to collect the wealth through any

means, and most of them, when died, left nothing even
for their own funeral expenses. People, however, loved
and respected them with the core of their hearts, They
proved to be the beloved of the people in their lives as
well as after their deaths.

The reason for all this is found in the Holy Quran
which says :

“Remember Me and I will remember you.” (2:152).
In another verse Quran Says :

““Remsmberance of Allah gives consolation and con-
tentment to the heart”. (13 :28).

In the first verse the Command ‘“‘Remember Me” 1s,
[ ihink, very clear and simple and there is no difficulty
in understanding it. Onpe must remember God who is
the Creator and Cherisher. Thereis no doubt about it.
The rem=mbzrance of God, however, consists in total
submission to the Will of God and Pleasure of His Holy

Prophet (PBUH). The matter of particular importance,
however, is the promise of God Himself that “I will
remember you'. One meaning of this verse, as given
by the learned Scholars, is that when the man remembers

the God in this world, God makes a declaration of it and
acknowledges it bzfore the angels in the Heavens. That
might bs so. But it appears that the other meaning of
this verse is that when any body dedicates his life for
submission to the Will of God and the Pleasure of His

Holy Prophet (PBUH), Allah the Almighty makes the
people in general to remember his name with love and

———-
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Aziz, who, in terms of the Holy Quran, kept the prayers,
paid the poor rate, enjoined the good and forbade the
evil (22 :41), and who judged with equity between the
people (57 : 25).

The kings and monarchs and all their supporters and
well-wishers whose main 2im was toenjoy the authority
over the land and collect the wealth of the world, got all
this, enjoyed it and went away once for all. People
have nothing to do with them. They were the things
to be forgotten, aund therzfore people have forgotten
them Nobody is eager to know OT remember where

they are lying burried, when they were born and when
they actually died. There is no respect and love for them

‘1 the hearts of the people. In fact they have left nothing
to be remembered and respected. Inspite of achicving all

that they achieved in the form of kingdom, wealth and
reputation, in fact they achicved nothiog.

On the other hand there are the great mystics and
scholars of Islam. They lived and died for the cause of
Islam, the Religion of God, in total submission to the
Will of God and Pleasure of His Worthy Prophet Moham-
mad (PBUH). They did not live for the material world
and its charming assets. They passed their hves 10 hunger
and thirst, They lived in huts and wore rags. But they always
kept themse]ves totally engaged 1n following, maintaining
and propagating the Wword of God and creating religious
awakening and good moral character among the people.
They spent their lives in the study, compilation and safe-
guard of the Holy Quran aad the Traditions of the Holy
Prophet (PBUH), and whenever occasions arose, also 1N
defending them from all attempts of mutilation and sup-
pression even at the risk of injury to and loss of their lives.
They remained all along aloof from political ambitions, and
achieved the development of spiritual insight and moral
courage to this extent that they could say the right word
even face to face to the Kings and Monarchs and make

Marfat.com
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236 Real Achievement of the Human Life

human life in its reality. That is the reason that the Kings
and Monarchs who spend their lives totally in acquiring

and maintaining the authority over the land by fair or
foul means and remain satisfied with it, in fact waste

their lives for nothing, Tn the pages that we have already
gone through we bave seen the wayin which the Muslim

Monarchs have fought with each other, the manner in

which they have ruled, and the treacherous end which
most of them have met with. Fach and every moment of

their lives was spent in the making and materialising of
the schemes to acquire and maintain the rule, may it be
at the cost of the life, respect and property of the other
people. As against their own selfish motives nobody
was able, learned, chaste or even a human being worthy
of any respect or credit whatsoever, They could violate
the law of God, break the Traditions of the Holy Prophet
(PBUH), disrespect or even put to death his worthy Caliphs
and descendants, torture, punish or put in prison the
great scholars and Imams of the believers, order for the

general massacre of the people and destroy the cities and
towns in order tosatisfy their lust for power and wealth. As

regards their own private lives they could drink and dance
and enjoy the company of women not lawfully permissible
to them, and for this purpose and 1n order to gain support
of persons, and to suppress the voice of those who could
never approve such things, lavishly spend the Public Money,
and inspite of all this expect rather force the people to
call them by the pious title of “Ameerul Momeneen” i. e,
the Prince of the Bclievers, People respected them or
bowed before themy merely bccause they were on the
throne, otherwise whenever occasions arose they were
not only condemned but also sometimes deposed, put into
prison, pulled down from the throne, dragged into the
streets and .dealt with fists and blows. This was the

condition of the Kings and Monarchs in general with
the exception of few, as for example Umar bin Abdul

Emmne 7 T - w
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The Last Word 255

to decide which of the two have really been able to succeed
in achieving the real success of the life in this world.
In order to understand what real success means we have

first to see that the gain which a man makes in this
world is either material wbich consistsin power, wealth
and property, or spiritual which consists in the attainment
of an absolutelv moral, pious and chaste iife based on
total submission to the Will of God and Pleasure of His
Prophet (PBUH). Experience shows that all that one gets

in the form of power, wealth and property in the mundane
sense is momentary. In the wordsof Quran it is “‘very little
asset” of the life of this world which in fact is of no

avail for the Hereafter. As soon as the man dies all
material achievements are detached from him., He goes

into the grave all alone leaving generally nothing behind
to be remembered with reverence and respect or to be
followed by others as a guidance for their own lives
in this world. After placing him into the grave, people
do not even think it neeessary to maintain the identily
of his tomb-stone or remember the dates of his birth and
death. This is because all that he did, he did it merely
for the pleasure of this material and momentary life and,
therefore, naturally with the end of it, he as well as all that
he has done must also end once for all. In the Words
of Quran :

«« Whoso desires the harvest of this world. We give

him his portion thereof, but in the Hereafter he will
have no share’” (42: 20),

Therefore when therc is no share of him in the Here-
after, why at ali should his name remain on the pages of
the human history and, even if it remains, what benefit

any body can draw from it except learning a lesson for
the future.

Thus achievement of the power, wealth and property of
the world in the material sense is no achievement of the

Martat.com



254 Real Achievement of the Human Life

and pious modes of preaching and training created a sort
of courage and awakening among the people and saved
them from total disappointment and reminded them that
the achievement or loss of Ihe worldly power or wealth
18 not at all material from the Islamic point of view,
because in Islam the real emphasis is on a life of obedience
to the Command of God and His Prophet (PBUH).

Then through out the British rule in the sub-continentthe

mystics continued to maintain the unity and solidarity of :

the entire Muslim Community as a separate nation through
writings, speeches as well as religious education, and as
Soon as the movement for the freedom of India was started
and demand for a separate homeland for the Muslims was
raised, the mystics also came forward in support of the

demand and rendered valuable services for the achievement
of Pakistan

In the continent of Africa the mystics adopted a
different mode for the propagation of Islam in view of the
peculiar circumstances existing there. In Africa side by
side to the spiritual training through the mystic institutions
the mystics also with the help of their pupils established
their rule and for that purpose they also took part in wars
against the non-Muslims particularly the Europeans.
This in fact proved to be very useful in spreading the
Islamic Faith in Africa, According to the facts and
figures published by the United Nations Organijzation in
1961 the Muslim population in Africa was sixty percent
of the total population, There are many countries of
Africa, as for cxample Egypt, Sudan, Sumalia, Tunis,
Libya, Moritania and Zanzibar, where the Muslim popula-
tion is more than ninety percent.

Now that we have before us a brief account of the
lives and works of the famous Kings and Monarchs of the
Islamic History on one hand and also that of the great
mystic scholars of Islam on the other, we are in a position
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The Last Word 253

all attacks of the intellectualists, and created a sort of

1

spiritual awakenning among the believers,

I

}

| Then, after the codification of the Islamic jurispru.
dence, there arose the tendency to avoid thelaw which
1_; in fact amounted to hypocracy. In order to meet this
situation the mystics laid particular emphasis on the
!ll “‘building of gocd moral character’’. This ultimately

proved to be useful in finishing up the tendency of avoiding
: the law, and the believers under the mystic training deve-
loped the habit of submitting to the Law of God i. e. the

ir «Islamic Shariah” rather than to avoid it in their day to
|

day life.

i'i‘ After the destruction of Baghdad and other important
'\ gseats of the Muslim Art, Culture and Civilization, when

| life for the Muslims in general bacame impossible, the
| | the mystics on one hand started their work secrctly and

|

|

\ and as 2 result of it even the Tartars (i,e. the enemies
! of the Muslims) embraced lslam, and on the other hand

f

| most of them migrated to the sub-continent of undivided
1 . .

. India and rendercd valuableservices there for the cause of

- Islam.

In the sub-continent of undivided India, Muslims
passed through different stages. First there was establish-
]; ment of the Muslim Rule and in that period the mystics
| also endeavoured to establishitheir centres for the propa-

gation of Islam amd by avoiding close relations with the
rulers they saved the Muslims in general from becoming
greedy of the worldly gains. Then thcre was the time
when the Muslim rule was going on smoothly and every
thing was calm and quict. In that period the mystics

=

! also appear to be calm and quiet mostly busy in their
routine practices of the mystic life. Tho next phase,
however, was of decline of the rulc. Tn that situation
the mystics again became active and through their spiritual

Martat.com



252 Real Achievement of the Human Life :l
THE LAST WORD f\a]

|

|

From this short survey of the lives, works and achieve.
ments of the most renowned mystics of Islam it is clear

that the mystics have played fundamental role in the |4
propagation of [slam throughout the world, and today, ;3;;

it 1s no exaggeration at all to say that Islam owes its |
existence to the whole-hearted and totally sclfless services «
rendercd by them merely for the Pleasure of Allah the
Almighty.

Taking the things as they are, it is obvious that the 1
mystics have advanced different ideologies and have
adopted differeat modes in order to achieve one and
the same object i.c. firm establishment of the Religion
of Allah the Alm ghty. Thus after the four worthy
Caliphs of the Holy Prophet (PBUH), when kingdoms
cre established and every body was made to submit to
the will of the rulers even at the point of sword and
people became greedy of power and wealth in the mundane
sense, the mystics cut off all connections with the govern-
ment, adopted simple and solitary life which was free from
all worldly ambitions, and kept themselves totally engaged
in prayers, learning and teaching the Holy Quran and the
Sunnah. But side by side in order to check the increa-
sing influence of Kingship and worldly greed over the
masses, they also advanced the theory of the ‘Fear of
God”’. This weapon undoubtedly proved to be very
useful in eliminating the influence of Kingship and aris-
tocracy over th: Muslims in general.

" e R S R ——— = -

In the days of the Abbasides, when there was extensive
development of the Greek Thought among the Muslims 1
and pure inteliectualism had nearly shaken the Islamic
Faith, and due to overwhejming sophisticated discussions
the mind of the average believer had become puzzled,
the mystics pieaded for the *Love of God’’, and with this |
shield thay successfully protected the I[slamic Faith from

R

Marfat.com



Mystics of Islam and the Continent of Africa 251

' due to the claim of Finality this School was also known
' ag “Khatimia” and thus it became the opponent of the

Mehdia School.
8. Mehdia :

This School was also founded in Sudan by Mohammad

Ahmad who claimed himself to be the Mehdi in the
ninteenth century A.D. 1In 1881 A.D. he had anarmy of
" fifty thousand soldiers under his command and therefore he

" declared war against the Khadeo Rulers of Egypt who

had appointed European Governors in Sudan who were

tyrant to the people. He, therefore, with the support
of the people attacked and defeated the Egyptians and

. captured the capital of Sudan. Then his army also
. defeated the English Commanders in 1885 A.D. and he

"| became the absolute ruler of Sudan, He died in the
. same year leaving a big kingdom for his son which spread

- from Aswan to Noba, and from Kardofaan to Darfor,
. After him his son Abdullah made additionsto the territories
| of the kingdom, butin 1899 A.D. Kitchoer with the joint
army of Egypt and Britain defeated Abdullah at Omdurman

. and captured Sudan and thus the Mehdi rule ended
~ and several lacs of people were massacred (Islam in Sudan

by Trimingham). The Mehdiah School of mysticism,
however, still exists in Sudan.

Apart from the above mentioned eight prominent
Schools of mysticism there are also some other Schools
which are working for the cause of Islam in Africa. They
are Fazlia founded by Mohammad-al-Fazil bin Talib
Mukhtar (1780-1869 A.D.), Muridiah founded by Ahmad

Lomba bin Mohammad bin Habibullah (d. 1927 A.D.),
Uroosia founded by the successors of Sulaiman, [smailiah
founded by Ismail bin Abdullah (1793-1863 A.D.) in
Kardofan, Majzoobia founded by Hammad bin-ul-Majzoob

(1693-1776 A.D.), and Samania founded by Mohammad
Sharif in Sudan,
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used to work for the cause of Islam in their tribes,
Thus hundreds of the Sanosi missionaries spread round

the Sumaliland in the East to Senagol in the West,

After the death of Sanosi his son Al-Mechdi and 3'
brother Mohammad Sharif rendered great services in
the development of this School. The followers of this ;,
School worked for establishing the rule of “Khilafat-e- n
Raashida™ through preaching as well as military force,
In 1911 A D. they fought against the Italian army. Due
to their services Libya came into existence as an indepen-
dent Muslim State consisting of Trablis, Saranika and

Fizzan, the ruler of which was Syed Idris-us-Sanosi, the
spiritual leader of the Sanosi Family.

7. Marghania :

This was founded by Syed Ahmad bin Idris (1760-1837

A.D.). It was the first mystic School founded in East
Sudan. It is also known as Khatimia. Its founder was

a teacher of great reputation at Mecca during 1797 to
to 1833. A.D. He was also a prominent leader of the

Qadariah School. He hada good number of followers,
The Wahabiah School of Mecca, therefore, condemned
him and in 1833 A.D. he had to take refuge at Al-Aseer.
In 1835 A.D. he sent one of his pupils namely Mohammad
Usman-al-Marghani (d. 13893 A.D.) to Africa for the
propagation of [slam, After crossing the Red Seca at |
Kaisar, Mohammad Usman went to the suberb areas of |

River Nile and tried to convert the people to Islam,
Then he went to Aswan and from there to Dangula

where the Sudanis accepted his faith, He got rich

reception and his spiritual performances attracted a large

number of people. Then he went to and settled fora
long time at Kardufan and preached lslam amongst the

idolators there, He also contracted several marriages |

there, and amongst his children, after his death in 1893
A.D,, there arose several missionaries of [slam. Later
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t at the hands of the French,

however, the Tejani School flourished all-over the West

Sudan as well as East Sudan and became famous among
In West Africa Qhaikh Ibrahim Nias was

it acquired great influence

Inspite of the defea

T gl W = —

A branch of Tejania 18 known as Hammalia founded

by Shaikh Hamdullah of Newro .0 1920 in the French
Sudan. Its main objective was the freedom of women and

slaves. In the twoO great World Wars this School beeam®
a powerful repaissance movement of mysticism, Shaikh

Hamdullah died in 1942 A B

e outside Africa like Sonosia.

Tejania also acquired fam
| also spread in Asia Minor,

The followers of this Schoo
It were the followers of this School who broke the idol

of Ata Turk in Turkey.

6 Sanosia:

This was founded by Mohammad bin Ali-us-Sanosi

who was born at Mustaghanam in Algeria in 1787 A.D.

the year 1818 he parformed Haj and received

In
several spiritual

the training of mysticism  from
guides. In 1839 A.D. he joined the University of Al-

Azhar at Cairo. He joined the mystic Schoo!l of Shaikh
Ahmad Idris-ul-Fasi but after his death he established
his own School and institution at Barqa (Libya), By and
by his followers spread in Trablis and Sudan. 1In 1855
A.D. he established a centre at Jaghboob which was the
biggest institution of the Muslim Missionaries in the
Central Africa. From her¢ Sanosi Missions spread 1n
the regions of Shad and Nigeria, 1ts followers also
spread in Malaya and Indonisia. Thus it proved to be
the second biggest School of Africa after the Qadariab.
The mode of propagation they started was that they used

to purchase the mioor boys of the negroes and train them
frer bzcoming major they themselves

the Islamic Faith. A

i ! I
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seat was also established at Bubariat
the development of the

of its followers also join
its followers

(Moroco). With f
Tejania School, however, mosgt

¢d the Tejania School. One of
was Al-Arabi-ud-Darqa]i (d. 1823 A.D)

whose pupils are in the centre of North Africa They
are very religious and also warriors, They fought
against the French alse (Current History, June, 1957,
P. 348). The Majzoobia School of Sudan I also a
branch of Shazelja The Shazelia and Marghania did not
gencrally take part in the wars against the Christians ag
did the followers of other Schools, They mostly laid

emphasis on the following and propagation of Islam
through the mystijc ways.,

5. Tejania :

It was founded by Ahmad bin -
(d. 1783 A.D.) He died at Fax- ! ! '

The first followers of this School were Algerjans (Jazairi)

and Barbar but in the ninteenth century A.D. it also spread

in West Sudan (Malj), Originally the Tejanis were good

to the non-believers, but due to their orthodoxy they
also became tough for them,  They fought against the

French in West Africa under the leadership of Al-Haj
Umar-ul-Tejani, (Current History, June, 1957, p. 348).

Al-Haj Umar Tejani was born at Podar in South
Senagal in 1797 A.D

In 1833 A.D. he performed Haj
and on return took VEry

active part in the propagation
of Islam. In West Sudan he was known as the New Mehdi.

In 1841 A.D, he also started the movement to convert

the population of North Nigeria and Senagol, Then he {
conquerred North Nigeria in 1848 A.D.,Mandung In 1854 1
A.D., Codona and Madina (@ Senagol town) in 1857 A.D, k]
He died in i865 A.D. His son Ahmadu Sheikh ruled in |
the kingdom left by him but the French captured his |

territory in 1894 A.D. (Preaching of Islam, Arnold,
p. 330),
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1953 A.D. and also his son-in-law and caliph Maulana
Fazlur Rehman Ansari the founder of Al-Markaz-e-Islami
at Karachi, who died at Karachi in 1974 A.D. The
Mission founded by Shah Abdul Alim Siddiqui is known
as the World Federation of the Islamic Migsions and it 18

still working In Africa and other countries,

3. Muwahedin :

It was founded by Mohammad bin Abdullah Tumart,
He was born ina village known as S00si1n Moroco. He
received education of «Figah’ (1.€. (slamic Jurisprudence)

in Baghdad and had also the opportunity to be the pupil of
[mam Ghazali. On his return to his couniry in 515 A.H. he

started the propagation of Islam and converted the people
in large numbers. Alibhai Yusuf Tashfin the ruler exiled
him from MOroco and he settled in a village of Mount
Atlas. People became his followers in large numbers and

he declared himself to be the “Promised Mehdi”. He
deputed an army under the command of his pupil Abdul

Momin who attached the Muratalia and captured some
parts of Moroco and established the Tumart Rule there,

Before his death Tumart nominated Abdul Momin as his
successor and after the death of Tashfin in 537 A.H.

Abdul Momin became the ruler of the entire Moroco.
He proved to be a greal missionery of Islam and propa-
gated the Unity of God. His followers are, therefore,
kpown as ‘“Muwahedin’ 1. €. believers in the Unity of
God. (Tareekh-e-Islam, Volume 111, p. 229-239, Akbar

Shah Khan Najeebabadi, 1957 edition).

4. Shazelia:

This School owes its origin to Ali bin Abdullabh

known as Shaikh Abul Hassan Shazeli of Alexandriah (d.
654 A.H.). It was founded in the thirteenth century A.D.

in Egypt but it really spread in the Northern and Eastern
Africa and Sudan as well as in Syria and Arabia. Later its

I———— N &I o i

Martat.com



246 Real Achievement of the Human Life

a covering over their faces below the eyes and with this
distinction they were also known at “Mulsamin®’ 1.e, of
covered faces. They by and by rendered valuable services
for the cause of Islam through teaching as well as military
forces.

2. Qadariah:

The Qadariah school of mysticism, as also previously
stated, was founded by the great mystic Shaikh Abdul

Qadir Jilani (470-561 A.H.). It was the first to come to
and work in Africa for the propagation of Islam. Its first

Institution was established at Al-Furawat (in Moroco) of
which the founder was Shaikh Mumtaz-ul-Kabir. After
his death it was divided in three different branches. The
first was Bukaiya with its seat at Al-Furawat from where
the missionaries spread upto the present Mali. The other
branch was at Adrar which was the seat of the Barbar
and Arab tribes and which 1s now known as Mauretanian

Kingdom. The third was at Walabatta from where the

Qadariah missionaries went upto Sirileven through the
West Sudan and propagated Islam from Sanigal to Nigeria
upto the Bay of Bena'in, The ruling family of Nigeria
was the followers of the Qadariah School. One of its
famous ¢‘Pecer’” 1e, religious leader, namely Shaikh
Abdullah bin Shaikh Siddiat Bont Limit in South Mortia-
nia has many of his followers in Sanigal, Sudan, Gambia
Portogese Guina and Freetown, He has also established
an Islamic College where African students receive the
education (Current History, June, 1957, p. 348).

Qadariah institution was established in East Sudan in
the tenth century A.D. by one lajuddin Behari. By and
by this mission spread all over East Africa as well as central
and Southern regions of Africa where mosty the mystics
« <om the sub-continent of India and Pakistan have worked
tor the cause of Islam among whom the most prominent
was Shah Abdul Alim Siddiqui who died at Madina iu
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Moroco and Spain. Among the descendants of Shaikh

Yasin there was the welknown warrior and ruler Yusuf
bin Tashfin (1061-1106 A.D.) who was the founder of

the present Moroco, When the Omayyads were defeated
in Spain, he went for their help and defeated the Chris-

tians and re-established the Islamic Rule which continued

for the next three hundred years. [le also provided
naval help to Ghazi Salahuddin Ayyubi in the Warsof

Cross.

Marabittin family was the first ruling-cum-missionary

family of West Sudan of which one branch established

its rulc in South Spain and Moroco, making Moroco 1ts
capital; and the other branch, of which the lcader was
Abu Bakr bin Umar, conquerred the idolatory nation
of Ghana and converted it to Islam. After it the biggest
novement was of Keta family to which belong Emperor
Munsa Moosa who had gone 10 Haj via Cairo with great
pomp and show. This was in thz fourteenth century A.D.

when Mali kingdom was at the highest of 1ts reputation.
in 16th century A.D. Azkias rulers cxpaunded the Gao
Rule upona greater part of West Sudan., These rulers
were also great missionaries of Islam. Then there came
the greatest current of the propagation of Islam in the
days of Fatimi Kingdom which was establisbed in the
nineteenth century A.D. The two real leaders of this
kingdom were Usman Fodio and Al-Haj Umar-wal-Tejani
who were themselves great Muslim Scholars. They fought
against the non-believers and established two religious
kingdoms, one in North Nigeria and the other in Sudan.
(Current History, June, 1957, p. 340).

Marabittin are known as such because of the “Ribaat”
i e afortlike religious institution which was established

:in an island near South Senigal by its founder Shaikh
Ibn-2-Yasin. The first who accepted his call were the
people from the Lamasa tribe which was the branch of

Zihaja tribe of the desert, They generally used to keep

e . W
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The Islamic Faith had already been introduced in
Africa in the first century A .H. The prominent tribe
who first accepted Islam was Qabil. However, there
being no proper arrangements for the teaching and propa-
galion of Islam, the people by and by forgot even the
basic teachings of Islam. When after the down-fall in

Spain, the Muslims mierated to Africa, they stayed in a
Qadariah Institution known as “Saqi-ul-Hamra”’. The

spiritual head of the institutjon asked the new comers to
take part in the propagation of Islam in the Qabil tribe,
Various Miszionary Groups of five to six persons each were
formed and sent to different and distant places where the
people of the Qabil tribe were settled. They went to and
settled in simple huts maintaining extremely simple and
solitary but pious life mostly busy in prayers and recitation
of the Holy Quran. This soon attracted the people of
the tribe who started comine to them particularly for
medical aid and other social services which they provided
to them with extreme love and affection and thus they
succeeded in winning the hearts of the people. Then

they also started teaching and training programmes {or
the African children who after some time themselves

became learned in Holy Quran and basic teachings of
Islam and spread in different regions of Africa for the

propagation of Islam, (Preaching of Islam by Arnold,
127-128).

Coming to the various schools of mysticism and the
services rendered by them for the cause of [slam in Africa

we may have a bricef survey of their history as follows.

The Mystic Schools of Africa
1. Marabittan :

This School was founded by Shaikh Ibn-e-Yasin who
had established his centre in the South of the present

Mali among the Barbar people. This organization later
on proved to be of creat help for the political uplift of
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PART V

THE MYSTICS OF ISLAM AND THE
CONTINENT OF AFRICA

While the great mystics of Islam in the sub-continent
| of India and Pakistan always tried to remain away from
| politics and did never like to establish their own rule or
have close contacts with the rulers, the mystics in Africa
adopted a totally different rather the opposite course.
In Africa the leaders of the mystic schools have also been
generally the rulers of the kingdoms established there

The most prominent schools of mysticism that have
worked in Africa are, Qadariah, Marabittin, Muwahedip,
Shazlia, Tejania, Sanosia, Marghania, and Mehdavia.
Out of these eight schools of mysticism the first one camo
from outside i.e. Baghdad while the other seven are o

African origin.

The first four schools of mysticism started their
mission in Africa in the 6fth and sixth centuries A H.
when in the East the Abbaside Rule was in its last moments
and in the West the Muslim Rule was ending 1D

Spain. By the eighteenth century A.D. when Europe got
. sort of control over Africa there also developed the

other schools. In Moroco the Shazalia and Tejania, in
Libya the Sanosia, and In gudan the Marghania and
Mehdavia schools of mysticism worked for the propagation
of Islam among the African people, and proved to be
very useful in establishing the Muslim Rule and stopping
the increasing influence of Christianity.

( 243 )
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Sharif) (1923-1960 A.D.), Syed Jama’at Ali Shah Muhaddis
Ali Puri (d. 1951 A.D.), Shah Abdul Aleem Siddiqui (1892-

1953 A.D.), Abdul Ghafoor Hazarvi (1915-1970 A.D.),
Syed Ali Ahmed Shah Kethli (1898-1962 A.D.), Mian
Ghulamullah Shah Sani La Sani Sharqpuri (189i-1957
A.D.), Hafiz Ghulam Sadiduddin Tonswi (1907-1960 A.D.),
Pir Ghulam Mujaddid Sarbhandi (1300-1377 A H. or 1958
A.D.), Pir Syed Ghulam Mohivddin Golarvi (189]-1974
A.D.), Khawaja Mohammad Qamruddin Sayalvi, (b. 1324
A H.), Pir Syed Mohammad Muhaddis Kachochvi(1311-
1381 A H. or 1961 A D.), Mufti Mohammad Mazharullah
Shah of Delhi (1886-1966 A D.), and Syed Mohammad
Naeemuddin Muradabadi (1883-1948 A.D.).

After the achievement of Pakistan, however, they
according to the general tradition of their ancestors kept
themselves aloof from the politics in Pakistan and left the
field open for all those eventualists whose ultimate aim

of lite 1s nothing but to gain power, property and wealth
in the mundane sense. They never came forward to

acquire any political office of the State or take active

partin the politics of the country and that is the reason
that people even do not know what valuable and selfless
services they have rendered for the Muslim cause in the
sub-continent,

Marfat.com




l | Mystic Schools and the Sub-Continent 241
Syed Ali Ahmad Shah Gilani Kethly (1898-1962 A.D))

said :
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Peer Syed Mohammad Muhaddis Kachochvi (1311-1381 or

1'. 1961 A.D.) declared :
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This Conferencec was atterded to by over five thousand

< and Sufis of Bareilvi School having an audiance
The ultimate Resolution that was
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Ulema

of over one lac,
unanimously passed at this Conference was :
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With this sacred aim and ideology in view the great
mystics and scholars of Islam in the sub-continent worked
for the achievement of Pakistan and by the Grace of God,
on 14th August, 1947, Pakistan appeared on the map of
the world as an independent ideological Muslim State.
In this movement innumerable mystic scholars of Islam
most eathusiastically took part and worked with their
Muslim brothers. The most prominent among them
were Syed Ahmed Saeed Shah Kazmi, (b. 1913 AD.),

Syed Mohammad Ameenul Hasanat (Pir Sahib Manki
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received an over.al) support
sub-continent and the result of
got in the form of Pakistan.

Pakistan, as it was basically

from the Muslims a]] over the |
all this we ultimately ‘

planned and Propagated,

Was not merely an Independent State of the Muslims

but it was ap Islamic State in its trye sense,
words it was for enforcement o

and its overall administration was

to the Holy Quran and the Sunnah.
Code of life which has Its

beliefs, prayers, morality,

In other
f the “Islamic Shariat’’

to be run according
Islam is g3 Complete
Own principles governing the

finance as well as political set

up of the human society. This Code could only be

enforced by the Islamic State,

that the Muslims all-
worked for the cause of Pakistan.

over the sub-continent stood up and

A glimpse of what T have sajd above can be seen from
the speeehes of Ulemas and Suffis delivered in the famous
All India Sunni Conference held at Banaras in 1946.

Speaking at the Conference, Peer Syed Mohammad

Ameerul H
(1923-1960 A D.) had said :
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Abdul Ghafoor Hazarvi (1915-1970 A.D.) had said -
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This was the real ideology
behind the Pakistan Movement and it was for this ideology

!
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Maulana Hussain Ahmad Madani the worthy pupil of
Maulana Mahmoodul Hassan went to this extent that :
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The following famous couplets of Allama Iqbal are in
reply to this very statement of Maulana Madani :
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The general attitude of the Deobandi Ulemas towards
the torch bearers of Pakistan may be seen from the
following statement of Maulana Shabbir Ahmad Usmani

when he joined the Muslim League :

—
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On the other hand the Ulemas of the Bareilvi School
| of Thought which owes 1ts origin to Ahmad Reza Khan
accepted the political leadership of Mr. Mohammad Al
finnah and came out with their full support for the cause
of Pakistan as a separate Indepedent State of the Muslims

of India.

By leaving the Congress and accepting the leadership
of Muslim Leaguein fact the Quaid-e-Azam Mohammad

Ali Jinnah gavea timely response to the inherent urge
of the Muslim heart and soul to maintain its individuality

in all circumstances and this was the reason that he

e
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Jinnah (who Jater oncame to be known as the Quaid-e-
Azam), it became the voice of the heart and soul

Muslim in the sub-continent,

o
—
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But* while the Muslims in general were in favour of
getting a separate home land for themselves in the form
of Pakistan unfortunately the ¢<Ulemas” of Deoband
excepting Maulana Shabbir Ahmed Usmani and Mufij
Mohammad Shafi remained on the side of the Indian
National Congress and worked through out for “Up.
divided India” on the basis of One Nation Theory, In
this respect reference may be made to some important
statements of the Deobandi Ulemas. On one occasion
Maulana Obaidullah Sindhi the Chief Spokesman of
Maulana Mahmoodul Hassan had said :
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Maulana Mahmoodul Hassan had himself given the

idea of a secular government for Indja wherein he had
proposed the name of Sikh leader Raja Mehandar Partab |
to b: the life Presidentand Maulana Obaidullab Sindhi |
to be the Foreign Minister.

Similarly in one of his speeches Maulana Abul Kalam
Azad had said :
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capacity—one as a Muslim nation and the other as an
Indian national. From the Islamic point of view the
~ former was of primary importance in any case, but under
‘ the Non-Co-operation movement the latter was gaining

the prominance.

It was at that delicate point of time that another
great Muslim Mystic namely Ahmad Reza Khan of Bareily
appeared on the scene and issued his “Fatwa’ against
the Non-Co-operation Movement and when Maulana

Mohammad Ali met him to get his support, he clearly
told him that :
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He further explained to him that he was not against
the movement to oust the British but he was against the
i merger of Muslim individuality into the Hindu majority
under the political slogan of wunity. Later Maulana
Mohammad Ali Johar also realised the ulterior motives
of the Hindu leaders and camec out of the Indian National
;ﬁ Congress and clearly declared before Maulana Naimuddin
\ Muradabadi that :
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Similarly the other Muslim leaders most prominently
Mr. Mohammad Ali Jinnah, and Maulana Hasrat

Mohani 2also left the Congressj and joined the All India
Muslim League of which the foundation had already been
laid in 1908. From here onward the Two Nation Theory
became the chief slogan of the Muslim League and under

the dynamic and able leadership of Mr. Mohammad Ali
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After the first world war, however,

in India took a new turn The Muslims under the leader-
ship of Maulana Mohammad Ali Johar, Maulana Shaukat

Ali, Maulana Hasrat Mohani, Hakim Ajmal Khan, Dr. |
Ausari, and Maulana Zazar Ali Khan started the Khilafat
Movement in 1919, While this movement was going on
the Indian Nationa] Congress under the leadership of
Mr. Gandhi started the Non-Co-operation Movement in

,» In this movement the Hindus and the Muslims
Joined haads with each other,

of the view that unjess such a
possible to force

political activities

unity was there it was not
the British to leave the country, This

was the time thateven Mr. Mohammad Ali Jinnah (1876-
1948 A.D.) was with the Congress,

and the spirit of unity
was so high that at one time

Maulana Shaukat Ali said -
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Maulana Mohammad Ali Johar went to this extent
that :
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Not only this but the Hindu leaders were invited to
address the meetings in the famous Jamia Masjid of Delhi,
Quran and Geeta where taken out jip processions in one

“Doli”’, Prophet Moses was given the title of Krishna,
the move to ban the cow slaughter was supported, and |

o — S —

Thus once again the individuality of the Muslims 1
s a secparate nation was at serious stake at the hands
of Hindu Diplomacy, Under the spirit of unity and
pledge to oust the British from India the Muslims did

. . |
not realise that in the sub-continent theirs was a dual
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the latter was faithfulness in case of emergency, neutral
in case of normalcy and opposition in case of conflict

with Turkey.

The Balkan War in 1912 and the Kanpur incident in
1913, resulted in the revival of unity among the Muslims
all over India, and a Jama’at «.Nazaratul Ma'arif”™ was
formed of which Maulana Mahmoodul Hasan was
thejleader. This Jama’at tried to get the help of Afghanistan

and Turkey for establishment of an independent Muslim
State in the sub-continent and for this purpose Maulana
Obaidullah Sindhi was deputed to Afghanistan. In 1916
Maulana Mahmoodul Hassan presentcd the plan of an
Islamic State through the famous ‘Silken Scari’ and
for this purpose he himself went to Hijaz. Batduring
those days the Sherif of Mecca started war against Turkey,

The Sheriff wanted to take signature of Maulana Mah-
moodul Hassan on a «“Mehzarnama’ against the Turks,

but the Maulana ditappeared and when he came out, he
was arrested and haoded over 1o the British army, and on

15th November, 1917, exiled to Malta on the charge of
an attempt to establish the [slamic State in India with the
help of Afghanistan, lran and Turkey. It may, however,
be noted that when after his arrest he was questioned by
the authorities concerned on the charges levelled against
him, he point blank refused to have any knowledge of the
««Sjlken Scarf’ or any connection with the movement at
all, (See Safarnama-e-Sheikh-ul-Hind, Pp, 73 to 173).
After getting the rejease trom Malta, Maulana Mahmoodul
Hassan finally gave up the idea of the Islamic State and
became exponent of Hindu Muslim Unity in India,

Thus as the first movement under the leadership of
Syed Ahmed Bareilvi remained unsuccessful before 1857,

the second movement of Muslim Siate in ladia under
the leadership of Maulana Mahmoodul Hassan also
failed.
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Thereafter Shah Abdul Rahim (d. 1131 A H) an&
Shah Waliullah (d. 1176 A.H.) rendered great services
through their pen for the uplift of Islam and kept the

candle of independence burning in the hearts of the
Muslims of India,

About a quarter century before the independence
movement in 1857, Syed Ahmad Bareilvi and his compa-
nions started the war against the Sikhs but this really

resulted in strengthening the British and in fact after its

defeat at Balakot in 1831 the British Rule was firmly
established 1in India.

After the Balakot defeat the descendants of Syed
Ahmad Bareilvi namely Maiulana Karamatali Jonpuri and

Maulana Mamlookali Nanotvi in particular and the
Muslims in gen:ral openly supported the British Rule.

After gaining the favour of the British, Maulana

Mamlookali was appointed as Head of the Delhi College.
Under his influence Moulvi Zulfigar Ali (father of
Maulana Mahmoodul Hassan of Deoband) and Moulvi
Fazlur Rehman (father of Maulana Shabbir Ahmad

Usmani) received their education at the Delhi College and
in 1857 (during the mutiny) both of them were Deputy
Inspectors of Schools, Among the students of Maulana

Mamlookali there were Maulana Rashid Ahmad Gangoha,
Maulana Ahmed Ali Saharanpuri, and Sir Syed Ahmad
Khan, After the death of Maulana Mamlookali, Haji
Imdadullah Muhajir Mekki became the leader of this

Jama’at,

When the 1857 mutiny took place, according to
Maulana Obaidullah Sindhi, this Jama’at was divided into
two different groups—the seat of one was Aligarh and
that of the other was Dcoband—and both the groups
were faithful to the British Government, But while the
former was faithful in all circumstances, the policy of

l_ —— . ——— . e e - | i
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The Hindus were alwaysin overwhelming majority asregards
the population and as such the unity with them would
automatically amount to finishing up of their individuality
as a separate nation in the sub-continent. This type of
ideology for the first time appears to be working in the
days of Moghal Emperor Akbar (963-1014 A ,H.) when
in the form of Dezen-e-Jllah1 what really intended was to
merge Islam into Hinduism. At that time Mujaddid
Alf-e-Sani the great Muslim Mystic appeared on the scene
and sternly opposed the Deen-e-Illahi of Akbar at the
risk of his own life, Through his writings (i.e. letters)
the Mujaddid proved the supermacy and self-dependence

of Islam. Referring to his great services Dr. Ishtiag
Hussain Qureshi writes : —

‘““In Jehagir’s reign Shaikh Ahmad of Sirhand,
commonly known as Mujaddid Alf-e-Sani came to
the forefront, By constant efforts he brought about

a revival. The political efforts of this change can
be seen in the differing atmospheres of the court of
Akbar, Jehangir, Shah Jehan and Aurangzeb Alamgir.
Akbar was the culmination of the success of hetero-
dony; Jehangir’s accession marked its decline, Shah
Jehan pious and arthodox, did not tolerate laxity in
the court but at the same time, kept the non-arthodox
contended; Alamgir was the symbol of the victory of

Orthodoxy.” (Foreward to the History of the Freedom
Movement, V. I, p. 20).

During the Moghul Rule from Akbar to Alamgir,
Mujaddid Alf-e-Sani and his sons Kh. Mohammad Saeed
(D. 1070 A.H.), K. Mohammad Masoom (d. 1079 A.H.),
and grand sons Kh, Saifuddin (d. 1096 A.H.) and Kb,
Mohammad Naqgshband Sani (d. 1115 A.H.) and their

thousands of followers worked for the cause of Islam
and kept the Islamic teachings free from any admixture

of foreign materials,
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Muslims came to India as conquerors and ruled in
the sub-continent for over a period of one thousand years,
The British took over the rule of India from the Muslims,
Naturally, therefore, it were the Muslims who could and

the 1857 struggle for independence, In that struggle
no doubt the Muslims got the defeat and the rule

passed on to the aliens, yet the inherent urge of their heart
and soul to rule and not to be ruled by others took
the form of an over-al} movement for independence. The
prominent Muslim Leaders who took the lead in this
respect were Allama Fazle Haq Khairabadi, Muftj Kifayat
All Kafi, Maulana Imam Bukhsh Sehravi, Maulana Faiz
Ahmed Badayooni, Syed Wahajuddin Muradabadi, Maulana
Ahmed Shah Madrasi and Shah Reza Ali Bareilvi.

Allama Fazle Haq Khairabadi was a courtier of and
adviser to Moghul Emperor Bahadur Shah. He took
active part in the independence movement and it was due
to him that this movement got prominance, He was a
dead enemy of the British and wanted to throw them out
of the country, But he was arrested and on the charge
of treason sent to the Indoman [slands to suffer the life

imprisonment where he ultimately died, Similarly the
other Muslim leaders also suffered. Some were put
behind the bars, some exiled from the country and some
put to death and ultimately the Independence movement

was crushed by force as well as by diplomacy, and the
British Rule was established all over the country,

But inspite of al] this the urge to uproot the British
Rule remained active and the candle of independence conti-
nued to burn in the hearts and sou] of the Muslims for ever,
In order to crush this innate urge and finish it up once for
all, thercfore, the British cum Hindu diplomacy took up
Lo other tactics, One such tactjc was the idea of Hindu-
Muslim Unity which actually was planned by the Hindus,
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Iragian Embassador in Pakistan may be mentioned, He
was a direct descendant (sixteenth in the number of
lineage) of the Ghausul Azam Mohiyuddin Abdul Qadir
Jeelani. He was born at Baghdad in 1905 A.D. After
doing his graduation in law he joined the legal profession,
and was later on appointed as Embassador of Iraq in
Pakistan in 1948 A.D. where he served as such till 1972
| A D. Thereafter he dedicated his life for the propagation
t of the Qadariah Order in Pakistan and finally settled at

Karachi, where he established the *Al- Markaz-e-Qadariah”,
He died in 1976 A.H. and was burried in the Al-Markaz-

e-Qadariah.

—————

6. The Freedlom Movement, Pakistan and the
Mystics of Islam

——— e P

The Pakistan Movement, as it is generally known,
starts from the 23rd of March, 1940, waen the Lahore
Resolution was passed in the All India Muslim League
Convention. But when we take into consideration the
pre-1940 political developments in the sub-continent,
it appears that the Idea to divide the sub-continent,

into two independent States existed since long before,
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! In 1930 in the All India Muslim League Annual
Session at Allahabad, Allama Igbal had said that:

|
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| In 1924, Maulana Hasrat Mohani (1873-1951 A.D.)
| demanded division of India into two separate States-onc
Hindu Hindustan and the other Muslim Hindustan to

end the Hindu-Muslim conflict oncc for all. Thusitis
clear that the demand to divide India on the basis of

| Hindu-Muslim population for the first time came out in
1924. But the matter does not end even at this stage.
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Cylon, Thialand, China and Japan, and at his hands about
fifty thousand Non-Muslims embraced Islam. Jdfc<esteh-

ofdelagn. He died at Madina in 1953; A.D. and was buried
in the graveyard of Jannat-ul-Baqi. Maulana Shah Ahmed
Noorani who is the present President of the World

Esderatiomof~the [slamic Missiong and also of the Jamiyat

Ulema-e-Pakistan and who is working for the enforcement
of ““Nizam-e-Mustafa’” in Pakistan, is the son of Maulana
Mohammad Abdul Aleem Siddiqui. Among the other

prominent Muslim Scholars who are rendering dedicated
services for the cause of Islam in Pakistan are Maulana
Syed Abul Ala Modudi, Founder of the Jama’at-e-Islami
and Maulana Mufti Mahmood, President of the Jamiyat
Ulema-e-Islam.

Fazluar Rehman Ansari

After the death of Maulana Abdul Aleem Siddiqui,
his disciple and son in law Maulana Dr. Mohammad Fazlur
Rehman Ansari Siddiqui was appointed as his Caliph
and he very ably and successfully carried on with the
mission of his predecessor. He also established Al-
Markaz-e-1slami at Karachi, in which Muslim Maissionaries
are trained to work for the cause of Islam in the foreign
countries. He was also a great scholar and had thorough
knowledge of Religion, Philosophy and Science. He has
written several books out of which ¢“The Qurapic Founda-
tions and Structure of Muslim Society’’ is very famous,
He died at Karachiin 1974 A.D.

There are innumerable other mystic scholars who
have rendered valuable services for the cause of Islam in
the present century, but their lives and works are not very
much known to the public at large. However, before
parting with this chapter the name of Shaikh Kamaluddin
Al-Syed Abdul Kader-¢l-Gaylani the famous and revered
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ments was to merge the Muslim minority into the Hindu
majority, Thus he was in fact the real originator of the
Two Nation Theory which later on became the basic
slogan of the All India Muslim Leauge and resulted in
the achievement of Pakistan.

Abmed Reza Khan was a Scholar of outstanding

calibre. He wrote on many important topics, and his books
relating to the fundamental faith in the Holy Prophet

(PBUH) are a land mark in the theological literature of
Islam. HisFatwas (i.c. pronouncements on religious matters)
which runin several volumes are of great judicial impor-

among the Muslim Jurists and students of Figah. His

Translation of the Holy Quran is also very unique,
authentic and famous.

Ahmed Reza Khan was also a poet. His poems

in praise of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) are frequently

recited in religious ceremonies all-over the sub-continent
with interest and love.

Ahmed Reza Khan died at Bariely in 1340 A . H. (1921

A.D.) where his shrine still exists.

Abdul Aleem Siddiqui

Among the most famous disciples of Ahmed Reza

Khan we have the name of Maulana Mohammad Abdul
Aleem Siddiqui (1892-1953 A.D.)whowas a great missionary

- of Islam in the foreign countries particularly the continent
of Africa. He was born at Meerut in 1892 A.D. After
completing his education at home he became a
disciple of Maulana Ahmed Reza Khan in mysticism,
Eand thereafter took up the mission of propagating
[slam among the non-Muslims, He was very able and

earned, and used to convert the Non-Muslims through
ogical reasoning, He worked for forty years in Africa,

America, England, Indonesia, Singapore, Malaya, Burma,
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Allama Usmani took active part in politics as member
of ““Jamiat Ulema-e-Hind’ whih was formed in 1919 A.D.
Subsequently he joined the All India Muslim League in
1945 A.D. and rendered valuable services for the cause
of Pakistan. The Dcobandi Ulema including Mufti
Kifayatullah of Delhi tried to persuade him to join them
again, but could not succeed. (See Mukalamat-us-Sadrain).
In 1945 A.D. he came to Karachi, and finally settled there,
On account of his valuable services for the cause of
Islam and Pakistan he was declared to be the ¢“Shaikh-ul-

Islam” of Pakistan. He died in 1949 A.D. (1369 A.H))
at Bahawalpur and was burried at Karachi,

Allama Usmani’s Explanatory Notes on the Holy
Quran and Commentary of ¢Sahi Bukhari”” known as
«“Fazl-ul-Bari’’ are very famous and are taken to be
authentic by the Scholars of Deoband.

Maulana Ahmad Reza Khan
(1272-1340 A H.)

Maulana Ahmed Raza Khan was born at Bariely in
1272 A.H. (1856 A.D.). He was extremely sharp and
intelligent, At the age of thirteen he completed his

education and started writing ‘‘Fatwas’’. He was master
of fifty two branches of knowledge, and wrote more

than one thousand books on different subjects and 1in
different languages. He is kanown as the ‘Imam-e-Ehl-e-
Sunnat’ because of his outstanding services rendered
for the cause of Islam and particularly in saving the
fundamental Islamic Faith from destruction atthe hands

of the “Wahabiahs” and also because of the stand he
took against the political movements of Hindu Muslim
Unity, Banning of Cow Slaughter, and Non-Co-operation
against the British Government., All these movements
had in fact been started at the instance of the Indian
National Congress, and the real purpose of these move-
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Order. In 1328 A H. he was appointed as a teacherin
the Saharanpur Institution where he served for two years.
Then he returned to and finally settled at Delhi, and
established his own institution near Basti Nizamuddin
where he started his famous mission of the ‘“Tablighee-
Jama’at” in 1344 A H. The work was initially started
from Mewat where it soon became successful and there-
after by and bv spread throughout India and at present

it is working throughout the world. According to the
very simple programme of this mission the Muslims go

in groups to distant places, meet their other brothers in
Islam and invite them to observe I[slam in their daily
life. They also go and propsgate Islam among the non-
Muslims. At present Maulana Mohammad Zakaria is
the Head of this Jama’at.

Maulana Mohammad Ilyas died at Delhiin 1363 A.H.
(1944 A .H.).
Allama Shabbir Ahmad Usmani
(1305-1369 A.H.)

He was born in 1305 A.H. (1885 A.D.). He received
education at Deoband under the able guidance of Manlana
Mahmoodul Hassan and then also served as a teacher
there. In 1919 A.D. he was appointed as Head of the
Arabic Madressah at Fatehpuri Mosque of Delhi where
on account of his vast knowledge and learned speeches
he soon bscame famous. When Maulana Mahmoodul
Hassan formed the ‘“Jamiat-ul-Ansar” at Deoband, Allama
Usmani was also taken as member of its executive,
Thereafter he left Delhi and finally settled at Deoband
and was again appointed as a teacher in the Deoband
Institution. As an outstanding scholar and teacher of
Tafsir, Hadis, Figah, Ilm-ul-Kalam, Philosophy and Logic
his fame soon sprezd throughout India. After some time
he was promoted as Head of the Deoband Institution in
which capacity he served the Institution till 1943 A.D.
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the Holy Quran istaken to be most guthentic by the Deo-

bandi Scholars. He was also one of the veteran Muslim
Leaders of India in the freedom movement.

Maulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi
(1280-1362 A.H.)

As an author, speaker and reformer, Maulana Ashraf
Ali Thanvi is one of the most revered personalities of

Deoband. He has written many books on religious
subjects out of which his commentary of the Holy
Quran known as ¢Bayan-ul-Quran”, commenfary of the
famous ‘“Masnavi’’ of great mystic poet Maulana Jalaluddin
Roomi, and ¢Beheshti Zewar” are of outstanding and
everlasting fame and reputation.

He was born at Thana Bhawan (India) in 1280 A.H.

(1863 A.D.). He was educated at Meerut, then at Thana
Bhawan and finally also at Deoband. He became famous

for his Fatwas, religious speeches and books. In 1301l

A.H. he was appointed as Hcad of the <Faiz-e-Aam” .

Institution at Kanpur where he served till 1315 A.H.
and during that period he also performed Haj and
became a disciple and caliph of Haji Imdadullah Muhajir

Mekki. After return to Thara Bhawan in 1315 A.H.
he finally settled there and worked for the cause of
Islam through the Chishtiah Sabiriah Order. He died 1n
1362 A.H. (1943 A.D.).

Maulana Mohammad Ilyas

(1303-1363 A.H.)

e ———— o — —_
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He was born at Delhi in 1303 A.H. (1886 A.D.). He Si.

received his education firstly at Delhi, Kandhela and
Gangoha and then in 1326 A.H. he joined the Deoband
[ostitution where he became a disciple of Maulana

Mahmoodul Hassan. Later he also became a disciple of
*4.u1ana Rachid Ahmed Gangohi in the Chishtiah Sabiriah
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In all these movements the great Muslim Scholars
and Mystics also played their role. They were, however,
all along divided in two major groups, one belonging to

J the Deoband and the other to Bariely. The former

| represented by Maulana Mahmoodul Hassan, Maulana

Obaidullah Sindhi and Maulana Hussain Ahmed Madani

was Pro-Indian National Congress and remained as

such upto the last excepting two of its very prominent

members namely Allama Shabbir Ahmad Usmani and

il Mufti Mohammad Shafi who later joined the All India
| Muslim League, and the latter represented by Maulana
Ahmed Reza Khan was Pro-All India Muslim League from
the very beginning and remained as such upto the last.
Before proceeding further, therefore, let us say a few
words regarding the lives and works of Maulana Mah-
. moodul Hassan, Maulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi, and Maulana
| Mohammad Ilyas of Deoband, and also of Maulana Ahmad
Reza Khan whose political and religious views have played
important role in the achievement of Pakistan as an
. Ideological State for the Muslims of the sub-continent.

1 Maulana Mahmoodul Hassan
(1268-1339 A .H.)

E: He was born at Bariely in 1268 A H. (1851 A.D.) He
| was the most favourite student of Maulana Mohammad
| Qasim Nanotvi at Deoband. After completing his educa-

tion he was appointed as a teacher in the Deoband
. Institution in 1289 A.H. Thereafter he performed Haj
| and became a disciple of Haji Imdadullah Muhajir Mekki in
| the Chishtiah Sabiriah Order. In 1305 A.H. he was appoint-
| ed as the Head of the Deoband Institution and remained
as such till his death in 1339 A.H. (1920 A.D.) He is gene-
| rally known by the title of “Shaikh-ul-Hind".

Maulana Mahmoodul Hassan was one of the most
‘ fﬂmous SChﬂ'l ; " .
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Thus he was a classmate of Maulana Mohammad Qasim |
Nanotvi. Subsequently he also became a disciple of ;
Haji Imdadullah Muhajir Mekki in the Chishtiah Sabiriah \
Order of Mysticism and after his permission himself took
up the task of propagation of that order and rendered
valuable scrvices for it in the sub-continent, He died in

1322 A.H. (1905 A.H.).

The other prominent Muslim Mystics whe rendered
valuable services for the cause of Islam in the 12th and
13th Centuries A H. were Mirza Mazhar Jan-e-Janan of
Delhi (1111-1195 A.H.), Qazi Sanaullah Panipati (d. 1225
A.H.), Shah Abu Saeed (d. 1250 A.H.), Shah Ahmed
Saeed (d. 1277 A.H.) and Shah Abdul Ghani (1296 A.H.),
who were all of the Nagshbandiah Order of Mysticism in
Islam, In the last quarter of the nineteenth century A.D.

we also hdve the name of Ahmed Raza Khan of Bariely
belonging to the Qadariah Order whose services for the
cause of Islam are very much revered. Since he lived
upto and died in the first quarter of the twentieth century

A.D. we will deal with his iife and works also under the
twentieth century,

S. Fourtcenth Century A .H. (Twentieth
Century A.D.)

Religious and political developments in the Sub-continent :

Twentieth Century A.D. has prcved to be a century
of many important political as well as socjal developments

1n the sub-continent. On one hand the freedom movement,
which had actually started in 1857 A.D. but which had

been crushed by the British Army, got momentum in this
ceatury, and on the other hand tha movements of Hindu 3
Muslim Unity, banning of cow slaughter, non-co-operation

with the British Gyverament and finally division of India

into two independent States. very seriously and extensively
affected the life of the people at large.
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First let us complete our account of the services rendered
on the religious level upto the twentieth century, and in

this respect let us first say a few words regar !
and works of Maulana Mohammad Qasim Nanotvi,

Maulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi. With the rest we
will deal under the twentieth century.

| Maulana Mohammad Qasim Nanotvi

(1248-1297 A .H.)

He was born at Nanota (India) in 1248 A.H. (1831

t' A.D.). He was a descendant of Hazrat Abu Bakr the

first worthy companion of the Holy Prophet (PBUH).
home he went to Delhi

ion from Moulvi
became 2

‘W After completing his education at
f in 1260 A.H. and received further educat
e | Mamlook Ali (d. 1267 A.H y. Thereafter he
: disciple of Haj: ITmdadullah Muhajir Mekki 1n mysticism.
1 In 1283 A H. (1367 A.D.) he laid the foundation of the
f:L famous Darul Uloom of Dzoband whi

gervices for thecausc of Islam in the
was able and learned and knew the art of discussion. He

took part in religious dcbatcs against the Christian Popes
and the Hindu Scholars and always defeated them. One
of his famous debates was held in a public meeting
i at Chandpur in 1293 A H. in which he very ablyand

successfully pleaded for and proved the supermacy of
other recligions particularly Christianity

-h rendered valuable
suh-continent. He
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| Islam upon all
and Hinduism. He also wroi€ many books on religious

subjects, He died in 1297 A H. (1879 A.D.).
Maulana Rashid Ahmad Gangohi
(1244-1322 A.H.)

He was born at Gangoha (India)in 1244 A H. (1328
A.D). Hewas a descendant of Hazrat Abu Ayub Ansari

through Maulana Abdul Quddus Gangohi (d. 945 A.H.)
After completing his education at home he also came to

Delhi and becamec 2 disciple of Moulvi Mamlook All.

l
4
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through the Chishtiah Sabirjah Order of mysticism inIslam. 11
His pious life and extraordinary knowledge of religion ] |
S00n attracted the massesand pzople became his followers
in large number. Among his famous disciples were many
mystics and scholars of the sub-continent including |
Maulana Rashid Ahmed Gangohi, Maulana Mohammad
Qasim Nanotvi, Maulana Mahmoodul Hassan and |
Maulana Ashraf Al; Thanvi. He also took partin the

independence movement of 1857 A D. against the British

and when the movement failed, he went to Hijaz

where he died at Mecca in 1317 A H. (1899 A.D.)and
was burried in the Jannat-ul-Ma’ala.

-_— s S

His contribution fto the Muslim History in India
i1s of great importance, It was due to the services of his
famous disciples namely Maulana Rashid Ahmed Gangohi
(d. 1322 A.H.), Maulana Mohammad Qasim Nanotvi
(d. 1297 A.H.) and Mauiana Mahmoodu] Hassan (d. 1339
A.H.) that the famous religious institution of Deoband
was established in the nineteenth century A.D. which
rendered valuable services for spreading the teachings
of Islam in the sub-continent. Another group of his
followers including Maulana Ashraf Ali Thanvi (d. 1362
A.H,) (one of his own disciples and caliphs) and Maulana
Mohammad 1lyas (d. 1363 A H)) (disciple of Mauiana
Rashid Ahmed Gangohi) rendered great services for the
spiritual training and uplift of the Muslimsin India. The
movement started by Maulana Mohammad Ilyas known
as ““Tablighi Jama’at” has spread throughout the world

and its followers arc working for the propagation of Islam
all over the world. Therc is yet another movement

which also owes its origin to Haji Imdadullah i.e. the S
movement for the freedom of India of which the leaders
were Maulana Malimoodul Hassan, Maulana Obaidullah |
Sindhy (1872-1944 A D.) and Maulana Hussain Ahmad

Madani (1879-1957 A.D.) We will deal with the freedom |
movement in a bit detail in this book at a later stage,

;.:ﬁ _ ##_: | N
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’ The other most renowned mystics of the Chishtiah
~ Order who rendered valuable services for the cause of Islam
| particularly in the Punjab were Khawaja Mohammad Aqil
| (d. 1229 A H.), Hafiz Mohammad Jamal Multani (d. 1226
" A.H.), Shah Mohammad Sulaiman Taunsvi (d. 1267 A.H.),
and his worthy caliphs samely Hafiz Mohammad Ali
Khairabad (d. 1265 A H.), Haji Najmuddin (d. 1287
A.H.), Khawaja Shamsuddin Sayalvi (d. 1300 A.H.), and
'{ Khawaja Allah Bukhsh Taupsvi (d. 1319 AH. OF
1901 A.D.)

Similarlv in its second phase of revival the other
- branch of Chishtiah namely the Chishtiah Sabiriah made
( its seat at Amroha where Shah Izzuddin (d. 1172 AH.),

Shah Abdul Hadi (d. 1190), and Shah Abdul Bari(d. 1226),

A.H.), rendered valuable services for the cause of Islam

through their institutions, The pupil of Shah Abdul Bari
' namely Haji Syed Abdur Rahim Fatmi (d. 1246 A H.)
' took part in the Balakot Battle under the leadersiip of
Syed Ahmad Shaheed and died 1n the battle field.
Amongst his famous caliphs was Mian)i (0T Mian Jeo)
Noor Ahmad Jhanjhanvi (d. 1259 AH.) who was the
«Peer’> (spiritual guide) of Haji [Imdadullah Muhajir
Mekki (1232-1317 A.H.) who was famous as a great Muslim
mystic scholar not only inthe sub-continent but also 1n
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various other countries of the world, and it was really
through him that the Sabriah School attained the climax

. of its reputation,

Haji Imdadullah Mubajir Mekki
(1232-1317 A.H))

He was born at Thana Bhawan (India) in 1232 A.H.
(1817 A.D.) He was a descendant of Hazrat Umar the
Second Worthy Caliph of the Holy Prophet (PBUH).

After completing his education he wentto Hijaz in 1260
A H.and remained there for two years. After hisreturn

from Hijaz he dedicated his life for the cause of Islam
T SRR .i.;-r:'-ﬂ.-i \
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to distant places to establish their institutions there and

work for the propagation of Islam. Thus in him the |
central organization of the Chishtiah Order once again
got its revival, and accordingly he is also known as the | !
Reviver of the Chishtiah Order in India. He also wrote Il
many important books on mysticism. It was the time y
when Emperor Aurangzeb (d. 1067 A.H.) was in hislast |
days and he as well as his high officials and the army had ]
shifted to Deccan. Shah Kalimullah, therefore, also sent
his prominent caliph Nizamuddin to Aurangabad where
he established a big institution and worked for the pro-

pagation of Islam. He died at Aurangabad in 1142 A.H.
After the death of Aurangzeb, Delhi also lost its status,

and in the days of Mohammad Shah there was extreme
down fall in all respects, Looking to these conditions
Shah Fakhruddin (1129-1199 A.H.) the son and caliph
of Nizamuddin Aurangabadi migrated to Delhiand started
his mission there. Due to his extraordinary knowledge,
intelligence and spiritual ways of creating religious
awakening in the heart and soul, people gathered around
him to have a blessed life under his guidance. Bahadur
Shah Zafzar the last Mughal Emperor himself was a great
admirer of Shah Fakhruddin and in his poetical compila-
tions he has quoted the name of Shah Fakhruddin with

i :

great reverence. |

One of the most prominent disciples and caliphs of
Shah Fakhruddin namely Shah Noor Mohammad Maharvi |
(1142-1205 A.H.) worked for the cause of Islam in the
Punjab and in his days various places particularly Taunsar,
Chachran, Kot Makhan, Ahmadpur and Multan became
the centres of the Chishtiah Order. Another of his caliphs
namely Shah Niaz Barelvi (1173-1250 A.H.) established 1
his seat in Ruheelkhand, He was also one of the most ‘I
famous Urdu poets of the sub-continent whose poems
in praise of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) are being frequently
recited with interest and love by the Muslims in religious |
ceremonies throughout the sub.continent,
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died and the matter ended. He died in 1642 AD.
at Delhi,

Hafiz Shah Haji Mohammad Nausha
(959-1064 A.H.)

Hafiz Shah Haji Mohammad Nausha Ganj Bukhsh
Qadri was born in 959 A.H. during the reign of [slam
Shah Soori. He was the disciple and caliph of Shah
Sulaiman Noori Bhalwali., He was very learned and
| a great mystic of his time, He rendered valugble

services for the propagation of Islam. He had sent his
. caliphs to distant places and even to foreign countries,
| Itis said that through his mission two lac persons embraced
| Islam, He was very generous and was accordingly known
as Gan) Bukhsh. Emperor Shah Jehan (d. 1036 A.H)

-, personally requested bim for prayers for the victory over

L

 Qandhar and it was accordingly conquerred. He was
i alsoa writer and left many books on different mystical
. topics. He diedin 1064 A H.

i It may be noted that the two famous mystic poets of

Punjab namely Bulle Shah and Waris Shah of the

; eighteenth century A.D. were also of the Qadariah Order
. of Mysticism 1n Islam,
1

;J 4. Twelfth and Thirteenth Centurics A.H: (Eighteenth
; and Nineteenth Centuries A.D:)
|

| In the twelfth century A.H., however, there stapted
i_ the downfall of the Mughal Rule and naturally therefore,

again there was decline in the discipline, character and
social status of the Muslim Commuaity in the sub-conti-
nent. The Mystic missions, therefore, again came out
in the field and in this respect the services rendered by
Shah Kalimullah of Delhi and his disciples are worth
m:ationing. Shah Kalimullah (i650-1729 A.D.) had estab-
lished his scat in Deihion the pattern of the earljer mystics

of the Chishtiah Schoo)l and sent his disciples and caliphs

EEr
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Shah Kamal Qadri Kethli

(d. 1573 A.D.)

Shah Kamal Qadri Kethli another prominent mystic
of the Qadariah Order came from Baghdad and settled
in Kethli (East Punjab) in the year 1520 A D. In those
days Sher Shah Suri was the ruler of India. Along with
Shah Kamal alsc came the two famous mystics of Thatta
(Sind) namely Shah Abdullah and Shah Mobin. Shah
Kamal worked for the cause of Islam through the Qadariah
Order in Multan, Lahore, Sarhand, Agra, Ahmadabad,
Punjab, and Thatta. He had a large number of disciples
and caliphs. He died in 1573 A.D.

Shaikh Abdul Haq Muhaddis Qadri
(1551-1642 A.D.)

Shaikh Abdul Haq Muhaddis Qadri Dehlavi is one of
the most prominent mystic scholars of India. He was
born in 1551 A.D. at Delhi during the reign of Islam
Shah Soori. In those days the Mehdi Movement was
gaining much importance. Later in the days of Emperors
Akbar and Jehangir the Islamic Faith and discipline were
made the subject matter of dispute and discussion. In
those circumstances Shah Abdul Haq entered into the
field and successfully met with the challenge of the time,
With the force of his writings and speeches he refuted
the allegations levelled against the Islamic Order. He
was very able and learned in theology and mysticism
and also wrote several books on Tafseer, Hadis, Ethics,
Mysticism and Jurisprudence. His commentaries on the
Futuhaat-ul-Ghaib of the Ghausul Aazam, and the Mishkaat
Sharif are very famous. He was a contemporary of
Mujaddid Alf-a-Sani. In his late years Emperor Jehangir,
his beloved Queen Noor Jehan and Shah Jehan became
angry with him, Jehangir had actually issued the orders
for his exile to Kabul, but before he left for Kabul Jehangir
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Mystic Schools and the Sub-Continent 217

in the 10th and 11th centuries A.H. were Maulana Mobham-
mad Zahid (d. 936 A.H.) of Hisar, Maulana Khawajgi
Aikanki (918-1000 A H.), Khawaja Baqi Billah of Delhi
(971-1012 A.H.), Mir Mohammad No’maan (977-1060
A H.) of Agra, and Khawaja Mohammad Masoon (1007-
1079 A.H.), of the Nagshbandiah Order, and Syed Moham.-
mad Ghaus Qadri Ocht Halabi (d. 15:7 A.D.), Shah
Kamal Qadri Kethli (1489-1572 A.D.), Shaikh Abdul Haq
. Mohaddis Qadri Dehiavi (1551-1642 A.D.) and Hafiz Shah
- Haji Mohammad Nosha Ganj Bukhsh Qadri (959-1064
"~ A.H)) of the Qadariah Order.

Khawaja Baqi Billah
(971-10i2 A.H.)

Fih Khawaja Baqi Billah was born in 971 A.H. at Kabul,
lfl_- After completing his education he journeyed through
: various places including Mawara-un-Nechr, Bulkh, Badakh-
shan, Lahore, Kaslmir and Delhi, and finally settled at
Delhi where he started his mission of rendering spiritual
and moral services for the pecople at large. He passed a
| simple life. Among his disciples was the great Muslim
- Mystic Shaikh Ahmed Sarhandi known as Mujaddid
Alf-a-Sani who had the outstanding courage of opposing
the Deen-e-Illahi of Emperors Akbar and Jehangir.
. Khawaja Baqi Billah defined various mystic terms of the
| Nagshbandiah Order. He died at Declhiin 1012 A, H.

?; Syed Mohammad Ghaus Qadri
{d: 1517 A.D.)

:‘ Syed Mohammad Ghaus Qadri Ochi Halabi cameto
i India and settled at Och in 1482 A.D. On account of
; his simple pious lifc and cxtra-ordinary spiritual qualities
the ruler of Sind Sultan Hussain Mirza and also Sultan
Sikandar Lodhi bscame his disciples. He died at Och in
1517 A D,
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that was in the Jast days of Akbar and the carly days
of Jehangir (d. 1014 A.H.). Akbar the great Muslim
Emperor of India tried to introduce a new religion namely

the ‘““Deen-e-Illahi”, which was based on an admixure of
the teachings from Islam as well as Hinduism in particular

and other religions in general. The new religion was
1n fact the result of Hindy diplomacy and virtually it was
as attempt to merge the Muslim minority of the sub-
continent into the overwhelming majority of the Hindus,
At such a delicate point of time the great Musiim Mystie

Shaikh Ahmad Sarhandi known as Mujaddid Aif-a-Sani
came forward and with utmost courage opposed the new

religion and although he was put in jail and made to
suffer yet he remained firm to hijs mission with the result

that the new religion soon died its natural death and thus
Islam was saved from destruction in the sub-continent,

It is due to this great service which this great mystic of
Islam rendered for the cause of Islam that he js known
as the Mujaddid Alf-a-Sani (i.e. reviver for the next one
thousand years). Another service of great significance

which he rendered was to plead in support of cow slaughter
when there was serious move to ban it in order to please
the Hindus.

Shaikh Ahmad Sarhandi
(971-1034 A.H.)

Shaikh  Ahmad Sarbandi was born at Sarhand in

971 A.H. He completed his education at the age of seven-
teen years and then took up the job of teaching, Later

he joined the Nagshbandiah Order of Mysticism in Islam

and became a disciple of Khawaja Mohammad Bagi known
as ‘“‘Baqi Billah™ of Delhi. He died in 1034 A.H. and

his shrine still exists at Sarhand.

The other prominent Muslim mystics who rendered
valuable services for the cause of Islam in the sub-continent
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embrace the Islamic Faith. He was very kind to the
y simple aad pious life according

people and passed a Ver
many books on

to the Quran and Sunnah. He wrote
Theology and Mysticism out of which the collection

of his letters kaown as ‘-Maktoobaat—e-Sadi” s Very
. famous. He diedin 782 A.H.

Lj Tenth and Eleventh Centuries A.H. (Sixteenth
and Seventeenth Centuries A.D.)

In the tenth and eleventh centuries A.H. also

' there was no central organization of the Chishtiah Mission,

| At different places differeat
=E’ duties in the advancement of the causec.
' Thanesari (d. 989 A.H.) was in the days of Emperor Akbar
| (d. 963 A H) and although Akbar respected him Very
‘| much yet he did not accept the service of his Court and
~ sgpent his life in the teaching and propagation of [slam,
les Abu Saced Gangohi (d. 1049
e oave special attention

p:r300s performed their
Jalaluddin

From amongst his discip
A H.) was very famous because h
1§ to the cause of his mission, The other important mystics
| ofthis age were Muhibullah Allahabadi (d. 1058 A.H.),
| Abdul Aziz Chishti Dehlavi (d. 975 A.H.), and Shaikh
Salim Chishti of Fatehpur Seekri. The last named was

also in the days of Akbar and Akbar had greal regards
for him. It is said that due to his prayers Jehangir was

i‘ born to Akbar. He was from amongst the descendants
| of Khawa)a Fariduddin Gan) Shakar of Pak Pattan

Sharif.

due to thefirm =stablishment of the
the sub-continent, conditions
throughout the country remained normal during the

fifteenth tO ceventeenth centuries A.D., and therefore
during this pericd the missionary work of the mystics
was also calmed down. There 1s only one instance

which we have of great significance and importance and

;4 It appears that
: Mughal Rule all over
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by his disciples Jalaluddin Thanesari (Akhbaar-ul-Akhyar,
277-278), Abdul Ghafoor Azampuri (ibid, 216), Abdul

Aziz Keeranvi, Abdul Sattar Saharanpuri and Abdul Ahad
(father of Mujaddid Alf-a-Sani).

Shaikhk Sharfuddin Yahya Moneri
(661-782 A H.)

In the eight century A.H. we also have one of the
most tllustrious mystic scholars of Indija working for the
cause of Islam in the Bihar Province, namely Shaikh
Sharfuddin Yahya Moneri (661-782 A.H.) of the Firdausiah
Order of Mysticism, He was a descendant of Zubair bin
Abdul Muttalib. His forefathers came from Al-Khalil
(Syria) and scitied at Viliage Moair in the Bihar Province
of India where he¢ was born in 66 A.H. After receiving
his education at home he went to Sunargaon and became
a disciple of famous scholar Maulana Shamsuddin Abu
lawama, Aler compieung his education there he went
to Dciin (1n 690 or Y] A.H.) and Occame a disciple in
mysticism of Shaikh Najeebuddin Firdausi (d. €91 A H.)
(Managio-ul-Astia, p. 132). During the return journey
to Moair rrom Deihi, he agl of a4 sudden disappeared and
remaincd for twelve years io ihe Juuagles of Rajgeer busy
iIn meditation and mystic observatons, On his return
from the juagles his Koanigah™ was constructed outside
Moair uuader the special oraers of Sultan Mohammad
Lughlaq aud laaded properties were reserved for its
Mmaintenance and expenses, From 724 A H. upto the last
moments of his life, Saaikh Snartuddin devoted his
lite for (he spiritual and moral training of the people
at large. It 1s said that more (han one lac persons
repented for thewr sins at his hands and became
his  duisciples,  Several non-Muslims and Hindu Saints
accepted Islam through him. He used to sit in open
public mceungs and people were allowed to discuss

with him on matters of religion and after satisfaction
Martfat.com
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mysticism for the Northern India., He died in 837 A H,,
and his son Shaikh Arif (d. 832 A.H ) succeeded him, and
after his death his son Shaikh Mohammad became the

leader. His most famous Caliph was Abdul Quddus
Gangohi who is one of the most prominent mystic scholars

of the Chishtiah Sabiriah School. He left Roodli in 1491
A.D and settled at Shahabad whcere he lived for 38 years.
Then he shifted to Gangoha (District Shaharanpur) and
died there in 1537 A.D. Duc to the disturbed political
conditions in the sub-continent he also took part in
politics and maintained relations with the rulers. In aletter
addressed to Sultan Sikandar Lodhi he advised him to take
special care of the public particularly the scholars and
mystics,. When Babar conquerred India, he also advised
him to thank God and to do justicc between the people and
adopt the life of obedience to God according to the Shariah,
(Maktoobaat-e-Quddusi, 337).

The mystics of the earlier ases had taken particular
care to remain away from politics and give their fullest
attention to their own mission. Among their descendants,

however, there were persons who did otherwise, But
this proved to be fatal to their own mission. Due to the

need of the time Khawaja Bahauddin Zakaria and Rukn-
uddin of Multan also maintained relations with the
government but did not overlook the interest of their own
work, Their descendants, however, gave importance to
their relations with the government and overlooked the
well-being of their own mission., As a result their
mission could not flourish in the sub-continent.
Similarly after the death of Abdul Quddus Gangohi his
sons gave more importance to their relations with the

government and as such they could not render any
service for the cause of their own mission (Tazkerah
by Maulana Abul Kalam Azad, New Edition, 35-37). The

mission of Abdul Quddus Gangohi was, however, revived

Y
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Institutions and propagated Islamic teachings. (Seeyar-
ul-Aulia, 197, 198, 286, 287).

We now come to the other branch of Chistiah School
namely the Chichtiah Sabiriah which owes its origin to Ali
mad Sabir of Kalyar the second most renowned pupil

Sabir Kalvari
(592-690 A.H.)

s name was Allauddin Ali Ahmad Sabir Kalyari.
, as born in 592 A H. at Hirat. He was a descendant
" of Shaikh Abdu] Qadir Jilani, His father was Shah Abdul
Rahim who wasa brother-in-law of Khawaja Fariduddin
Ganj Shakar and had remained in his company at Pak
Pattan. Thercafter he returned to Hirat and died there
in 597 A H After the death of his father his mother
brought Allauddin Sabir to her own brother Khawaja
Fariduddin at Pk Pattan where Allauddin lived under
the company and training oi Khawaja Sahib. Allauddin
later became a disciple to him and very soon became
perfect in the mystic order. In 650 A.H. under the
command of his Pcer, Sabir came to Kalyar (a place near
Hardawar) where at that time there was one of the biggest
Hindu Temples of India. Aftcr Sabir came and settled
there. it became a seat of the Chishtiah Mission. Sabir
remained at Kalvar for the rest of hislife and died there
in 690 A.H. (Auwaar-ush-Shuhood, und Secevar-ul-Aulia).

Sabir was succecdcd by Shamsuddin Turk who was
a descendant of Khawaja Ahmad Yuswi (d. 1166 A.D.).
His scat was Panipat where he died in 718 A.H. After
him Jalaluddin Panipait (d. 775 A.H.) became the head
of this School. Amone his caliphs Ahmed Abdul Haq
did a lot for the popularisation of this mission. He was
the first to establish the Sabiriah Institution of Roodl
(District Barabanki) which became an important seat of

e - e 1 o
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Chishtiah Mission, When Riaja Karzinternded to cause
barm to the Muslims in Bencnl. Nur Qutub-e-Alam and

Syed Ashraf Jenganeir Samrani asked Sultan Ibrahim
Shargi to attack Beneal. The caliphs of Nur Qutub-e-Alam
established their centres in Beneal, Bihar. Jonpur and

rendered great services there for the propagation of
Islam.

In 1347 AD. Allauddin Behman Shih established
his rule in Deccan. Earlier to it the mystics of Chishtiah
School had already migrated to the various parts of Deccan
and started their mission. TItis said that establishment of
the Bebman Rule itself was due to the blessings and well-
wishes of Khawaja Nizamuddin of Delhi who had wished
him to be the King when he had met him during his life
time. When Mohamm=ad bin Tughlaq forced the mystics
to leave Delhi, Burhanuddin Gharib was the first man
to go to Deogir and start his mission there (Seeyar-ul-
Aulia, 179). The next important and famous mystic of
Chishtiah School to go to Deccan was Syed Mohammad
Gesudaraz, He was welcomed by Sultan Feeroz Shah

Behmani with great honour. He secttled at Gulbargah
and establi:hed a big institution there (Akhbaar-ul-

Akhyar, 129, 134 and Gulzar-e-Abrar, 139). Both these

great mystics and their caliphs spread the teachings of
Islam all over Deccan,

In Gujrat, Syed Hussain, Hissamuddin Multani and
Shah Barakallah the caliphs of Khawaja Nizamuddin
did a lot for the propagation of Islam (Gul/ar-e-Abrar,

43, 44, 116, 117). Apart from them Allama Kamaluddin
(d. 756 A.H.), Habiruddin Nagori (d. 858 A.H.), and

Kamaluddin Qazveri (d. 881 A.H.) also worked in this
mission.

In Malwa and its suberbs, Wajihuddin Yusuf,
Kamaluddin and Maulana Mughisuddin, the three caliphs
of Khawaja Nizamuddin of Delhi established the Chishtiah
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Muslim Rule over the sub-continent required unity and
strength of the Muslim Community as a whole, and unity
and strength were undoubtedly provided by the Mystics
who on one hand endcavoured to expand the Islamic Faith
among the non-Muslims, and on the other hand build
good moral character among the Muslims themselves.
This automatically resulted in creating courage, unity
and discipline among the Muslims and as a result they

succeeded in establishing their rule over the sub-continent
for centuries to come.

The reason for destruction of the political and
spiritual centres of Delhi was that King Mohammad bin
Tughlaq first asked, and then also used force, to make the
mystics particularly Naseeruddin Chiragh of Delhi to
shift to Deccan. The mystics, however, refused to do
so and thus there started a tussle between the King and
the Mystics. This diverted their attention from their
mission to thrir own self defence. The King then
ordered for migration of the population from Delhi
to Deogir. The mystics also as a result had to
shift from Delhi and establish their institutions at other
places particularly at Pandwal, Luckhnowti, Daulatabad,
Gulbargah, Burhanpur, 7ainabad, Mandwah and Ahmada-
bad which in the near future became important seats of
mysticism in the sub-continent and played great part in the
propagation of Islamin the Southern and Eastern parts of

India.

From amonest the pupils of Khawaja Nizamuddin,
a Bengali Mystic Sirajuddin alias Akhi Siraj went t0 /
Lucknowti (Bengal) and established a Chishtiah Institution ¥
there. His pupils also worked for Islam in Bengal. The
famous amoneg them was Ala-ul-Haq Wad-din bin Asad
Bengali who ectablished his seat at Pandwah. After him his

4
son Nur Qutub-e-Alam and disciple Mir Syed Ashraf
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' and in all provinces the governors established their own
rule, and thus Jonpur, Gujrat, Deccan. Bengal and Malwa
got political prominence  With this political development
in the sub-continent, the spiritual centresalso emerged in
different places after splitting up of the Delhi Centre. [t
is significant to note that when Qutubuddin Aibak and
Shamsvddin Altamich (d. 1211 A.D)) were trying to
establish the Muslim Rule at Delhi, Khawaja Moinuddin
Hassan was buildine his central institution at  Ajmer.
But when with the firm estahlishment of the Muslim Rule
in Delhi, it became the central seat of the political and
| social activities attracting people from all over the sub-
continent as well as Tran and Afehanistan. Khawaja Sahib
| also established another centre of his mission at Delhi
under the leadership of Khawaja Bakhtiar Kaki. When,
however, after the death of Altamish. Delhi lost its
importance, the Chishtia czntre was also shifted to Pak
Pattan. But when in the days of Allauddin Khilji the
- Muslim Empire at Delhi was agan firmly established and
'E Delhi again had the best of its time. Khawaja Nizamuddin
| re-established the Chishtiah centre at Delhj and gave
E‘_ special attention to the social and spiritual reforms of the
! people at large. In his institution the doors were always
i open for all those who could come to repent on
ﬂmisdeeds and adopt good moral character. Then after
the end of Tughlag Rule, and death of Nasiruddin
Chiragh of Delhi, as already stated, the Chishtiah

centre also split up, and work on both sides started on
the provincial level,
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Before proceeding further it may also be noted that
although the political and spiritual movements proceeded
side by side in the sub-continent and the latter played
undamenial role in the tormer, yct the mystics never liked
0 be the paid servants of the government, rather they

Iways avoided and discouraged close contasts with it.

he fact, however, remains that the est_ablishmen‘t of tha

Martat.com

SRR



208 Real Achievement of the Human Life

of Imam Jafar-e-Sadiq. His name was Syed Mohammad
Usman Hanafi but he became famous with the pame of
Lal Shahbaz. After completing his education he became
a disciple of Shaikh Abu I.hag Baba Ibrahim Qadri
(descendant of the Ghausul Azam) in the Qadariah Order
and completed the mystic training under his guidance.
Thereafter he went to Mcececa and Madina, and remained
in the company of various mystic scholars of Islam. Then
he left for India through Iran. In India for some time
he stayed at Ajmer, Delhi and other places and received
spiritual blessings from Khawaja Moinuddin and Khawaja
Bakhtiar Kaki and then finally settled at Sehwan (Sind),
where he established his “Khaniqah” (religious institution)

and due to his teachings and mystic ways people embraced
Islam in large numbers and became his disciples, In his

old age he had adopted the Qalandariah Order and used
to remain mostly busy in his own mystical ecstasy. He
was also a great scholar, writer and poet, and some of
his books including ¢*Meezan-us-Sarf”” and ¢Sarf-e-
Saghir™ served as text books for the students of ‘‘Dars-e-

Nizamiah”. He died at Sehwan in 673 A.H. where his
shrine still exists (Tazkera Sufeya-e-Sind).

2. Eight and Ninth Centuries A.H. (Fourteenth ar_td
Fifteenth Centuries A.D.)

After Khawaja Nizamuddin, the Central Organization
of the Chishtiah School came under the leadership of his
disciple and Caliph Khawaja Nasiruddin Chiragh of Delhi
(d. 757 A.H. or 1356 A.D.). He continued with his

mission inspite of serious opposition and trouble created
by the King Mohammad Bin Tughlag (d. 1352 A.H.).

After him, however, the mystics of his School accepted
services to the government and spent most of their time
in politics. Thus the Central Organization of Chisht ended
on the death of Nasiruddin Chiragh of Delhi. Side by side
with the death of King Feercz Shah Tughlaq (d. 1388 A.D.),
the Muslim Rule at Delhi also came to its end.
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Mystic Schools and the Sub-Continent 207

Grave Yard of Lahcre af d frcm there he worked for the
cause of Islam. People used to come 1O him and get
spiritual training and mend their ways.

In the same century there also came to India the
mystics of Firdausiah Order which was in facta Branch
of the Kubra’iyah Order which owes its origin to Shaikh
Najmuddin Kubra of Khwarazm (d. 610 A H.) who was

a disciple and caliph of Shaikh Abun Najeeb Suhrawardy.
The first Firdausiah saint to come tO India was Shaikh

Badruddin Samarqandi, who was a disciple and caliph
of Shaikh Saifuddin Bakharzari. The Firdausiah Order,
however, remained confined in the Bihar Province of
India, and actually it was cevived and popularised by the
great mystic Shaikh Sharfuddin Yabya Muneri in lhe
eight century A.H.

Before parting with the seventh century A.H.afew
words may also be said regarding the two other most
famous mystics of this century namely Bu Ali Shah

Qalandar of Pani Pat (Punjab), and Lal Shahbaz Qalandar
of Sehwan (Sind).

Bu Ali Shah Qalandar

Bu Ali Shah Qalandar was born in 605 A.H. After
completing his education he took up the teaching job
apd for complete twenty years of his life he worked as a
teacher of Theology and other Islamic subjects in his
‘nstitution near the Qutub Minar at Delhi. People liked
him very much and even Sultan Jalaluddin Khilji, the
well-known Muslim Ruler of India, had great regards
for him. Due to his Tableegh 1.e. propagation of Islam
the Rajputs embraced Islam in large numbers. He belonged
to the Qalandariah Order of Mysticism in Islam. He
died in 724 A.H. at Karnal (Punjab).

Lal Shahbaz Qalandar

Lal Shahbaz Qalandar was born at Village Marwand
gear Tabrez in 573 A.H: (1177 A.D.). He was a descendant

e

Martat.com



206 Real Achievement of the Human Life

Khawaja Nizamuddin, as already said, again made
Delhi the seat of the Chishtiah Mission. In ‘““Tarikh Feeroz

Shahi’’, Ziauddin Burney writes that the Institution
of Khawaja Nizamuddin used to remain open for all the

twenty four hours, Persons used to come, repent for their
sins and get his blessings. Every body irrespective of

colour, caste, richness or poverty was allowed to come

’%

to the institution where there was arrangement for ablution

and offering of the prayers all the five times daily. Thus
throughout there was the endeavour to make the people

repent for the sins and develop good moral character
(Pp. 44-343).

In the seventh century A.H. the other prominent
mystic scholars of Islam who rendered valuable services

for the cause of Islam in the sub-continent were Shaikh
Ghaus Bahauddin Zakaria of Multan (b. 1192 A.D.) of
the Suhrawardiah Order, and Syed Jamal Hayatul Meer

of Lahore (b. 1128 A.D.) of the Qadariah Order.

Ghaus Bahauddin Zakaria of Multan

Shaikh Ghaus Bahauddin Zakaria of Multan was

born at village Arwar in 1192 A.D. After completing
his education at home he went to Baghdad and became a |

disciple of the great Muslim Saint and Builder of the
Suhrawardiah Order namely Shaikh Shahabuddin Suhra.

i

wardy (d. 1234 A D.) and thereafter returned to and

settled at Multan under the direction of his teacher, He
established spiritual institutions (Khanigah) at Multan

and Oach and throughout his life worked for the propaga-
tion of Islam, purifying the heart and soul of the
people through the mystic ways of training. His tomb
still exists at Multan.

Syed Jamal Hayatu] Mir of the Qadariah Order was
born at Baghdad in 522 A.H. (1128 A.D.). He came
to Lahore and stayed in a corner of the famous Miyapi
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Mystic Schools and the Sub-Continent 205

‘¥Delhi. He was born at Badayun (India) in 636 A.H. His
" forefathers were the descendents of Imam Hussain. They
lcame from Bukhara and after staying for some time at
‘! Lahore, they finally settled at Badayun, which was already
1a centre of mystic scholars of Iran and Khurasan.
| | His father died when he was of five years of age and his
" Imother who was a very pious and religious Jady brought

him up and educated him with all care, love and affection.
| After completing his education at home he came to Delhi

‘at the age of sixteen years for further studies. At that
iltime Sultan Nasiruddin Mahmood (d. 1266 A.D.) was
the King and Ghiasuddin Balban (d. 1286 A.D.) was his
‘minister. At Delhi he became disciple of famous Scholar
Maulana Shamsuddin Khwarazmi and under his guidance
:Esoon completed his higher studies in Theology, Juris-
iprudence (Fiqah) and other subjects. While he was at
'‘Delhi his beloved mother also died. Then he went to

“Ajoodan and became a disciple of Khawaja Fariduddin and

under his able guidance completed the mystic training.
|Thereafter under the direction of Khawaja Fareeduddin,

jihc came back and finaliy settled at Delhi where he estab-
f.'_liﬁhﬂd his own ‘““Khanigah” 1.e. mystic institution and

;éltartcd his mission of propagating Islam among the
people.

! At Delhi his extremely simple and pious life, affec-
ltionate mode of converting the people to Islam and
'I|daveloping good moral character among them, boldness

lon matters of principle as well as remaining away from

[Kings, Ministers and Courtiers excepting those who

gthemselves used to come to him for guidance and blessings,
he soon attracted the masses and people of all religions
started coming to him from all over India to receive

spiritual enlightenment from him. He died at Delhiin
725 A.H. and on his grave Sultan Mohammad Tughlaq
built a beautiful tomb which still exist and people visit it
‘daily in large numbers.
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After completing his education he came to Delhi and lived I'ﬁ,

in the company of Khawaja Bakhtiar and whole-heartedly ||
engaged bimself in rigirous mystic exercises. After the n
death of Khawaja Bakhtiar he became his spiritual sue-

cessor. Later he shifted to Ajoodhan and established

his ¢<Khaneqah’’ (spiritual institution) there. Due to

his most pious and simple life as well as his great services
for the cause of Islam people loved him very much,

Even the King namely Sultan Ghiasuddin had become |
his follower. On account of his great ssrvices he is known
as the reviver of the Chishtiah Order in the sub-continent.
He died at Ajoodlkan in 664 A.H. Oa his grave Sultan
Mohammad Tughlaq (d. 1352 A.D.) built a tomb which '
still exists and the people visit it in large numbers through- |

out the year.

From amongst the most revered disciples of Khawaja |
Fariduddin Ganj Shakar there were the two most pro-

minent mystics of Indian namely Khawaja Nizamuddin
Aulia of Delht and Ali Ahmed Sabir of Kalyar, It is
after the names of these two great mystics of the Chishtiah

Order that the two subsequent sub-schools namely the
Chishtiah Nizamiah and the Chishtiah Sabiriah are named
and itis really the development of these two sub-schools of

the Chishtiah Order which has played most extensive and
effective role 1n the propagation of Islam in the sub-conti-
nent in the coming centuries.

Khawaja Nizamuddin Aulia of Delhi

Khawaja Nizamuddin was the first Muslim Saint of the
Chishtiah Order whoseinfluence extensively spread through-
out the sub-continent and whose teachings and training ¥

affected a large number of people throughout the country.
He was one of the most revered disciples of Khawaja

Fariduddin of Ajoodhan and had his seat of working at |
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 were extensively migrating to Delhi which had by that

time become the centre of the sub-continent in all respects.

The simple way of life and spiritual blessings of Bakhtiar
“Kaki attracted the people very much and even the King
 himself became his follower. Later the King constructed
" the most famous tower of Delhi known as “Qutub Minar”

in his memory.

At Nagore Khawaja Hameeduddin Nagori (d. 1273

- A.D.) another prominent disciple of Khaweja Sahib,
.~ worked for the propagation of Islam through the Chishtiah
Institution. His own life was very simple. He used to

' cultivate the land and meet the expenses of his family

from its produce. Landed properties were offered to him

by the government but he refused to accept and preferred
to live a poor but pious life,

After the death of Sultan Altamish the conditions

~in Delhi became a bit disturbed and even the mystics
. started taking part in the politics, This was, however,
- fatal for the propapgation of Islam. Therefore Khawaja

i
E

Fariduddin Gan) Shakar, the most renowned pupil and
caliph of Khawaja Bakhtiar Kaki left Delhi, and settled
at Ajoodhan which is now known as Pak Pattan Sharif,
This proved to be very useful in expanding the mission

all over the Punjab, Sind and Frontier regions of the
sub-continent,

Khawaja Fariduddin Ganj Shakar
(569-664 A.H.).

Khawaja Fariduddin Ganj Shakar was born at
Kbhanewal (Qasur, Punjab) in 569 A H. His actual name
was Masud. His ancestors, after the Tartar calamity in
the Islamic World, migrated from Kubul to India and first
settled at Lahore and then finally shifted to Qasur. After
receiving education at home, Khawaja Fariduddin went
to Multan for higher studies and there met with and

became a disciple of Khawaja Bakhtiar Kaki in 584 A.H.
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Army under the leadership of Sultan Shahabuddin
Ghori. With this victory propagation of Islam became
easy and Khawaja Sahib expanded his mission by estab-
lishing his branch institutions at various other places in
the sub-continent, particularly at Delhi, Badayun, Qannauj
and Nagore.

It may be noted that although Muslims had already
come and settled in some parts of India before coming
of the Khawaja Sahib, but they had no prominance at all,

Due to the huge Hindu population and rule all over the

sub-continent they had no civil rights of their own. It
was after the coming of Khawaja Sahib and defeat of
Prithwiraj that they got an open air to follow and

propagate their religion.
Khawaja Bakhtiar Kaki
(505-633 A.H.)

K hawaja Bakhtiar Kaki was one of the most promi-

nent pupils of Khawaja Moinuddin Chishti. He was born
in 505 A.H. at village Osh (Mawara-un-Nehr). After
receiving education at home he came to Baghdad where
he met with and became the pupil of Khawaja Sahib, and
under his direction came to India and settled at Delhi,
He never liked to have any contact with the Kings or their
courtiers and or accept any donation from them. He
used to live in poverty and keep himself all the time
busy in the rememberance of God and purification of
the heart and soul of the people and develop good
moral character in them, He died at Delhi in 633 A.H,

The Chishtiah Institution cstablished at Delhi under

the leadership of Khawaja Bakhtiar Kaki rendered great
services in popularising lilam in the northern regions of
the sub-continent. At that time Sultan Shamsuddin

Allamish (d. 1211 A.D.) was the ruler in Delhi, and due
to the Mangol barbarism in the central Asia the people
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| :
people come from all over the sub-continent aud even

from abroad throughout the year. (Szeyar-ul-Aulia).

From amongst the four well known schools of mystic-
. ismin Islam the Chishtiahand Suhrawardiah were thefirstto
. come to the sub-continent when there was Kufr (unbelief)
. and Shirk raising sharers to God) and worship of the idols,
4;- sun, moon, stars and animals was COmMmMmon. One of
the first Muslim Saints of the Chishtiah Order who came
to India was Khawaja Abu Mohammad Bin Abi Ahmed
~ Chishti who came to India in the fifth century A.H. along
. with Sultan Mabmood Ghazaavi (Nafha-tul-Uns, p. 207
by Maulana Jaami). But the real credit of establishing
the Chishtiah Order in the sub-continent goes o Khawa)a
Moinuddin Hassan. The Khawaja Sahib first came and
settled at Ajmer which was the seat of the strongest and
most famous Hindu Monarch of India of that time i.e.
Prithwiraj also known as Rai Pathora). According to
Abdul Haq Mohaddis of Delhi, “to settle at Ajmer
for the propagation of Islam which at that time was not
only the seat of the Hindu Empire but also the biggest
centre of Kufr and Shirk, was itself an act of extraordinary
courage and spiritual power of the Khawaja Sahib {Akh-
baar-ul-Akhyar, p. 24).”” After settling at Ajmer Khawa)a
Sahib started his mission. This proved to be an open
challenge to the Raja, Beside this, his simple and absolutely
pious mode of living as well as extremely good moral
conduct soon attracted the people and by and by his
popularity increased, This further enraged the Hindu
Ruler and, therefore, he with all his worldly strength,
pomp and show came out to oustthe Khawaja Sahib—a
~man living in extreme poverty having no worldly
assets or power, and passing his life in a simple hut.
But Khawaja Sahib remained firm to his mission
| till, with his blessings, the Raja was shamefully defeated
1! and slaio in the battle-field of Thanesar by the Muslim
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200 Real Achievement of the Human Life

with (resh forces in 588 A.H. and, with the blessings of
Khawaja Moinuddin, defeated the Raja and thereafter
conquerred several foris and cities of India, Upto 590

A.H. the entire India was under the supremacy ofthe
Muslim forces, )

In 389 A.H. the Khawaja Sahib appointed Khawaja
Bukhtiar Kuaki as his Caliph at Delhi, and himself sett]led ..i:
at Ajmer, He also deputed his disciples to various places 1
all over Indja for the propagation of Islam. The Hindu |
Rulers (1ncluding Prithwiraj)and Saints (Iincluding Ajaipal) |
of India tried to oust the Khawaja Sahib and check his
increasing influence over the pcople, but due to his extra-
ordinary spiritual powers and extremely high moral charac-
ter, all such attempts failed, and every body who came in
conflict with him either ultimately submitted to him and
became a Muslim or met with a shameful and treacherous
end. Due to his mission millions of people embraced
Islam in the sub-continent, and Islam got its roots firmly
embedded in the soil of this country, He is, therefore,
known as the Sultan.ul-Hind i.e. Spiritual Ruler of India,

He 1s also recognized as a Viceroy of the Holy Prophet
(PBUH) in the sub-continent. He was very learned and
also a poet. He passed a very simple but extremely pious
life in a hut. He, however, also married and had children

too. Among his sons Khawaja Fakhruddin, whose shrine
is at Village Sarwar at a distance of about twenty five

miles frcm Ajmer, was a famous Muslim Saint. His
other sons Khawaja Mohiuddin Mohammad (d. 661 A.H.)

Khawaja Ziauddin Abui Khair (d. 695 A.H.) and Khawaja
Hisamuddin apd dauvghter Bibi Hafiz Jamal were also

great mystics of their time. Among his disciples and
caliphs Khawaja Bakhtiar Kaki of Delhi (d. 633 A.H.)

and Khawaja Hameeduddin Nagori (d. 672 A.H.) are !
very famous,

Khawaja Moinuddin died at Ajmer in 632 A.H. His
‘shrine still exists there and in order to pay homage to him |
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Mystic Schools and the Sub-Continent 199
Khawaja Moinuddin Hassan Chishti
(537-632 A.H.)

Khawaja Moinuddin Hassan Chishti was born in 537
A.H. at Sajnaristan (or Sajistan). When he was of the
age of seven years, due to the Tartar attacks, his father
Khawaja Ghiasuddin shifted to Khurasan where Khawaja
Moinuddin received his early education. When he was
thirteen years of age, Khurasan was also destroyed by
the Tartars. His father died when he was of fifteen years
only. His father had left a garden and a floor mill
(Chakki). One day when he was in his garden, a famnous
mystic of Khurasan namely Ibrahim Qandozi came and
gave him something to eat. The Kahwaja Sahib ate it and
there occurred a sudden spiritual change in him. He gave
up the garden, the floor mill and all other assets of life
and left for Samarqand and Bukhara in search of know-
ledge. He lived for twenty four years in Bukhara and
completed his education. Then he went to Baghdad
and became a disciple of great mystic Khawaja Usman
Harooni, and along with him he performed Haj and when
he visited the shrine of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) at
Madina, he was spiritually commanded to go and work
for Islam in the sub-continent. Thereafter he returned
with his “Peer”’ to Baghdad and remained in his company
till 560 A.H. Then he again went to Mecca and after

journeying through various other places and meeting
several great mystic scholars iacluding Ghausul Azam
Abdul Qadar Jilani, Sheikh Najmuddin Kubra, Shaikh

Shahabuddin Suhrawardy, Shaikh Abul Hassan Khargani
and Shaikh Abdul Wahid, ultimately came to India
through Ghazni, First he stayed at Lahore at the Shrin®
of Data Ganj Bukhsh and then came to Declhi, and after
sometime finally settled at Ajmer. In those days the

famous R2ja Prithwiraj was ruling over the sub-continent.
Sultan Shahibuddin Mohammad Ghori had first attacked

him in 585 A.H. but was defeated, Then he again came

o §
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198 Real Achievement of the Human Life

this unfortunate situation, the mystics, scholars and other

respectable peisons migrated to the sub-continent of un-
divided India.

Muslims had in factstarted coming to the sub-continent

in the first century A.H. 1In 93 A.H. (711 AD.) Moham-

mad Bin Qassim had conquerred Sind and Multan regions
of the sub-continent at the point of sword, and after

his conquest Muslim scholars and mystics had established

their institutions at several places. Thereafter the victory
of Sultan Mahmood Ghaznavi (d. 421 A.H. or 1025 A.D.)
over the well-known Temple of Somnath in the Fifth
Century A.H. further strengthened the position of the
Muslims in India, After Sultan Mahmood Ghaznavi, his
son and successor Sultan Masood attacked and defeated
the Indian Rajas in 430 A .H. and included Punjab and

the Forts of Soni Pat and Hansi in the Ghazni Empire.
Io 431 A.H. Shaikh Al Hajveri known as Data Ganj

Bakhsh, one of the most famous Muslim Mystics of the
sub-continent, came (0 [ndia and finally settled at Lahore.

Before him Shaikh Ismail Lahori, Shah Hussain Zapjani,
Syed Yaqub Zanjani and Shaikh Hisamuddin were already

working for the cause of Islam at Lahore,

The victory over India was, however, finally achieved
by Sultan Shahabuddin Mohammad Ghori (d. 602 A.H.)
who defeated the most strong and famous ruler of India
namely Prithwiraj or Rai Pathora at the battle-field of
Thanesar and thus cleared the way for the Muslims at

large to have free movement throughout the sub-continent.
This great victory, it is said, was due to the blessings of

Khawaja Moinuddin Hassan Chishti Sajnari Ajmeri who
had already come to India and settled at A jmer, and as such
the real credit of firm establishment of Islam and Islamic
Institutions in India goes to him. Before proceeding
further let us say a few words regarding this great bene-
factor of the Muslims of the sub-continent.
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Hazrat Abu Bakr, Salman Farsi, Imam Qasim bin Moham-
mad bin Abi Bikr, Imam Jafar Sadiq, Ba-Yazid Bustami,
Abul Hassan Kharkani, Abi Ali Farmidi Toosi, Abu Yusuf
Hamdani, Abdul Khaliq Ghajdadani, Arif Rewgari, Moham-
mad Anjeer Fughnawi, Ali Ramstani, Mohammad Baba

Samagi, Syed Amir Kalal, and Khawaja Bahauddin
Nagshbandi.

The Suhrawardiah

The Suhrawardiah Schoo! was founded bv Shajkh
Ziauddin Abun Najeeb Abdul Qihir-al-Bikri Suhrawardi
(d. 563 A H.) who was thz rasident of Suhraward, a place
In Zanjan (border of Iran and Iraq), and was accordingly
known as Suhrawardy. H:z was very learned, pious and
well-known mystic of his age and had rend:ered valuable
services for the cause of Islam in his region. The Suhra-

wardiah School was, however, popularised by Shaikh
Shahabuddin Suhrawardy (d. 632 A.H. or 1234 A.D))
who was the most beloved pupil, nephew and son in law
of Shaikh Abun Najeeb Suhrawardy. This School also
claims its ultimate origin to Hazrat Ali. The line of

descendants is: Hazrat Ali, Hassan Basri, Habib Ajami,
Daud Tai, Maruf Karkhi, Sari-al-Saqati, Junaid Baghdadi,

Mamshad Alvi, Ali Roodbari, Ahmad Ali Aswadnuma,
Mohammad Amooya, Abul Qasim Huma, Abu Bakr

Nassaj, Farrukh Zanjani, Wajechuddin, Abun Najeeb,
and Sheikh Shahabuddin Suhrawardy,

1. Seventh Century A.H. :

As we have already seen in the seventh ceatury A H.
there was total destruction of Bagndad, Bukhara, Samar-
gand, Hamadan, Zanjan, Qazween, Merw, Neshapur,
Khwarizm, and other important cities of Islamic civili-

zation at the hands of the Tartars, and perphaps it is

rightly said that Tartar calamity was the biggest calamity
that ever fell over the Muslims at large. On account of

el
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lineage from Hazrat Ali, through two different lines of
descendants. The one is: Hazrat Ali, Hassan Basri,
Habib Ajami, Daud Tai, Maruf Karkhi, Siri Saqati,
Junaid Baghdadi, Abu Bakr Shibli, Abdul Wahid Tamimi,
Abdul Farah Tartoosi, Abul Hassan Ali bin Mohammad-
al-Qarashi, Abu Saeed Mobarrak bin Ali Mukharrumi,
and Abdul Qadar Jilani, The other lineis: Hazrat Alj,
Imam Hassan, Imam Hussain, Imam Zaioul Abideen,
Imam Mohammad Bagar, Imam Jafar Sadiq, Imam Musa
Kazim, Imam Ali Reza. Maruf Karkhi, Siri Saqgati, Junaid
Baghdadi, Abdul Waheed, Abu Saeed Mubarrak and
Abdul Qadar Jilani.

The Naqshbandiah

The Nagshbandiah School of Mysticism in Islam was
originally khown as the ‘“Khawajgan School’” and it was
first founded in Turkey. One of its founders was Khawaja
Mohammad Ata Yaswi (d. 1166 A.D.). He was known
as Ata Yaswi because he rendered valuable services for
the cause of Islam at “Yasat’’, a city in Turkey, and the
people due to his pious old age used to call him Ata of

Yasat i.e. further of Yasat. Later he became famous as Ata
Yaswi (Tarikh Mashayakh-e-Chist, p. 130). This School
was revived by Khawaja Abdul Khaliq Ghajdadani
(d. 575 A.H. or 1197 A.D.), who was a descendant of Imam
Maalik. He Jaid down and defined many fundamental
terms of mysticisr which are prevelant in this School, €. g.
Hosh Dar Dam. Nazar Bar Qadam, Safar Dar Watan,
Khilwat Dar Anjuman, Baz-gasht, Nigah-daasht, and
Yad-daasht, etc. This School was, however, popularised
by Khawaja Bahauddin Nagshbandi (708-791 A.H. or 1388
A.D.). and it was after his name that it was renamed as
the Naqgshbandiah.

The Nagshbandiah Scheol claims its ultimate origin
to Hazrat Abu Bakr Siddique, the First Worthy Caliph
of the Holy Prophet (FBUH). The line of descendents is :
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PART IV

THE MYSTIC SCHOOLS OF ISLAM AND
THE SUB-CONTINENT OF INDIA AND
PAKISTAN

In the Seventh Century A H. (Thirteenth Century
A.D.) we have the development of Chistiah, Qadariab,
Nagshbandiah and Suhrawardiah Schools of Mysticism,
which later played important role in the propagation of
Islam and uplift of the Muslims as a nation in the sub-
continent of India and Pakistan.

The Chishtiah

The Chishtiah School was formed by Abu Ishag Shami
(d. 940 A.D.) but it was revived and firmly established
by Khawaja Moinuddin Hassan Sajnari Ajmeri (537-632
A.H. or 1235 A.D.). Like many other Mystic Schools
of Islam, the Chishtiah School also claims its ultimate
origin to Hazrat Ali the Fourth Worthy Caliph of the
Holy Prophet (PBUH). The line of descendants is: Hazrat
Ali, Hassan Basri, Abil Fazal Abdul Wahid Ibn-e-Zaid,
Ibrahim Adham Balkhi, Sadeeduddin Huzaifatul Mar’ishi,
Ameenuddin Abi Hubaira-tul-Basri, Mamshad Ali Denori,
Khawaja Abi Ishag Shami Chishti, Abi Ahmed i1bn-e-
Farasnafa-tul-Chishti, Abi Mohammad ibn-e-Ahmed

Chishti, Abi Yusuf Chishti, Maudood Chishti, Haji Sharif

Zindani, Usman Harooni and Khawaja Moinuddin Hassan
Sajnari Chishti.

The Qadariah

The Qadariah School was feounded by Shaikh Mohiy-

uddin Abdul Qadar Jilani of Baghdad (470-561 A.H. or
1078-1166 A.D ) This School also claims its spiritual

( 192 )
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He was succeeded by Feroze Shah Tughlag in 1332
A.D. who remained in power upto 1412 A.D. From
1412 to 1450 A.D. the Sadaat Kings ruled the country
and in 1450 A.D. Lodhis took over the rule. In 1526 A.D:
after the defeat of Ibrahim Lodhi, the Mughal Rule
started. Babar was the first Mughal Emperor to Rule
India. The Mughal Rule continued upto 1857 A.D. when the
British took over the rule, From amongst the Mughal
Emperors, Babar (d. 38 A.H. or 1530 A.D.) Humayoon
(d. 963 A.H.), Akbar (d. 1013 A.H.), Jehangir (d. 1035 A.H.

Shah Jeban (d. 1064 A H), Aurangzeb (d. 1114 A.H. or
1706 A.D.), and the lastone Bahadurshah Zafar (abdica-
tion in 1266 A.H. or 1857 A.D.), were the most famous

Emperors of India.
Pakistan and Bangladesh

Asa result of the freedom movement the British
quitted India in 1947 A D. and Bharat and Pakistan
appeared on the world map as two independent countries.
Pakistan consisted of West Pakistan and East Pakistan
(East Bengal). In 1971 war with India the East Wing was
cut off from Pakistan and 1t was renamed as Bangladesh.
The West Wing, however, continues to be known @as

Pakistan.
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deposed in 1923 A.D. and Turkey was declured as a
Republic under Mustafa Kamal Afa Turk as its first
President. Since then Turkey continues to be a Republic

and is supposed to be the most modern Muslim State of
the World.

Indonisia

Indonisia consists of a number of Islands including
Jawa and Sumatra, The Arab Traders went to Indonisia
in the first century A.H. and also worked there for the
propagation of Islam. Originally the population was
Budhist and Hindus. By the end of 15th Century A.D.
the population of Jawa, Sumatra, and various other Islands
bhad mostly embraced Islam. In Jawa particularly the

services of the famous Shaikh Maulana are very much
revered.

In the 17th Century A.D. Indonisia was occupied
by Holland which was ousted in the Second World War
by the Japanese. In 1945 A.D. after the defeat Japan
was also ousted and thereafter Indonisia became an
independent Muslim Republic with Ahmed Sukarno as

its President, After the fall of Sukarno the present General
Suharto took over as the President.

India

In the Sub-continent of India the first Muslim Ruler
was Sultan Shamsuddin Altamish (d. 1211 A.D.) who
came as a representative of Temoor Lang and established
his rule in India in 1206 A.D. He came from Afghanistan,
He belonged to a slave family and became the King after

deposing Qutbuddin Aibak. After him his descendants
ruled upto 1290 A.D.

In 1290 A.D. Jalaluddin Khilji became the ruler

and after his death in 1296 A.D. Alauddin Khilji took
over the rule, The Khilji rule continued upto 1320 A.D.
and thereafter Mohammad Tughlag became the rular
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it was separated from Palestine and Jordan. The people
of Syria, however, fought for independence and under
an agreement in 1936 A.D. Svria became independent.

In 1946 A.D. the British and French armies left Syria and
a democratic government of the people was formed,

I.ebanan

Iebaran was originally a part of Syria. In 1920 A.D.
France separated it and made it an Independent State

under its control. A Parliament was also established which
worked and legislated under the commands of the French

i

Republic. After the Second World War, however, Lebanan

also became independent,

Palestine
Palestine was also originally a part of Syria, butit
was also separated by the French and made an independent
State in 1920 A.D. Under an scheme the Jews were

brought form other parts of the world and settled in
Palestine. In 1922 A.D. the Britain occupied it and

appointed its High Commisstoner to administer it
In 1947 A.D. with the concurrence of Britain, France and

America, the United Nations Organization accepted the

the proposal of the Jews to divide Palestine between the
Jewish and the Muslim population, The Muslims, however,
rejected the proposal and the life long struggle between
the Jews and the Muslims started.

Buk hara and Tashqand

In the 1917 A.D. October revolution the communists |

occupied the entire Russia including the various Islamic
regions including Bukhara, Tashgand and other important
cities of the Muslim Empire.

Turkey
Thus by the end of the Second World War the Turkish

Rule was confined within a small region of Turkisfan itself. |

The last Usmani ruler was Sultan Abdul Hameed who was
Martat.com
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H independent. The French Government, however, resiled
[ from this agreement and the Tunisians therefore came out

! to fight for independence. In 1972 A.D. France established
‘ a ““Majlis-e-Kabir” of the people of Tunis under the presi-

. dentship of a French Resident General Ultimately

. Tunis acquired total independence and Habib Bin Raqiba
become its first President,

Moroco
Moroco was conquered by the Muslims in the first
century A.H. With the fall of the Islamic State affairs in
- Moroco also became disturbed. In the nineteenth century
A.D. Maulai Hassan become its ruler and tried to improve

| the conditions. After him, however, his minor Son Abdu)
| Aziz became the ruler and therefore the administration
" came into the handsofthe Prime Minister. Taking advantage
: of this situation, under an agreement with the Britain,
. France occupied Moroco in 1904 A .D. Then Germany and
. Austria also came in the field. The people, however, with

| the concurrence of “Ulema” accepted Abdul Hafiz the
| brother of Abdul Aziz as ruler of Moroco. In 1912 A.D.
' his another brother Yusuf became the King and after him
- his son Mahmood took our the rule in 1927 A.D. The
i_%prcsent ruler of Moroco is King Hassan,

: Algeria

t Algeria remained under the Turks till the nineteenth
ury A.D. In 1830 A.D. France occupied it by force.
Abdul Qadir with an small army fought against France,
put surrendered in 1947 A D. In 1956-57 A D. again the
public stood up against the French domination and ulti-
Fnatoly succeeded in getting independence in 1962 A.D. and
hmad Bin Billah became its first Prime Minister, In
965 A.D. Boumedinne took over as President of Algeria

nd remained in power till his death this year,
Syria
Before 1914 A.D. Syria was under the Turks. After
¢ First World War, however, France occupied Syria, and

v.
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Urdan

[n 1922 A.D. Urdan (Trans Jordan) became an Inde-
pendent State of which the first ruler was Abdullah another

son of Hussain bin Ali the Sherif of Mecca. After his
death his son Telal became the ruler but he abdicated in

favour of his son Hussain who is the present King of
Urdan.

Egypt

In 1922 AD. Egypt was declared by the British
as an Independent Stateand Fawad Pasha was appointed

as its ruler. Tn 1923 A.D. Constitutional Government was
formed and Parliament was also established. In 1936

A.D. Farooq succeeded Fawad Pasha as ruler of Egypt.
In 1953 A D. King Farooq was ousted by the military

regime under the command of General Najeeb and Egypt
was declared as a Republic, In 1954 A.D. Colonel Jamal

Abdul Nasir took over as President and after his death
the present Anwar Sadaat becamse the President,

Libya

In 1911 A.D. Italy under an agreement with Britain
and France occupied Trablis. Shaikh Ahmed Sanosi and

his followers fought against the Italians but could not

succeed. The Italians, however, amalgamated Trablis
with Saranica and Faizan and pamed it as Libya. In

December 1951 Libya got independence and Syed
Mohammad Idris became its first King. Later with the help
of the army the present Colonel Mo’ammar Qadafi ousted

King Idris and declared Libya asa Republic and himself
became its President.

Tunis

France occupied Tunisin 1881 A.D. The Tunisians
supported the French in the First World War (1914 A.D.)

on the condition that after the war Tunis will be declared

ool PERRE
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Afghanistan

In Afghanistan Amanullah Khan Gazi ruled from
1918 to 1929 A.D. and after him Habibullah Bucha Saqoo
remained in power for a short time. Frcm 1930 A.D.
to 1933 A.D. Nadir Shah and after him Zahir Shah ruled
the country till 1974 A D. when Sardar Mohammad Daud
Khan deposed him through a Military Coup and Afgha-
nistan became a Republic. In the month of May this
year (i.e. 1978) Communist Leader Tarahqi in another
military coup ousted and killed Sardar Mohammad Daud

along with his family members and suppcrters and himself
became the President,

Iraq

Iraq was captured by the British Army from the
Turks in 1917 A.D. The British government wanted to
occupy it, but the Arabs resented and therefore Iraq was
declared as an Indeperdent State undér the British control
in 1921 A.D. and Amir Faisal the son of Hussain bin
Ali the Sherif of Mecca was appointed as its ruler. In 1933
A.D. Amir Faisal died and his son Shah Ghazi became
the King who later declared Iraq as an Absolute Indepen-
dent State and established contacts with other countries.
On his death in 1939 A D. his minor son Faisal Il became
the King at the age of four only., In a military revolution,
however, in July 1958 A.D. Brie. Karim Qassim of
the Iragian Army killed the King, his family members and
supporters and declared Iraqg as a Republic and himself
became its President., Later he also met with the same
fate at the hands of his right hand Abdul Salam Arif and
the later became the President. After sometime he also
died in a Halicopter crash and his brother Abdul Rahman
Arif took over the rule. Iraq, however, continues to be a
republic since the 1958 eoup,
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independent rule of Egypt and Syria, Since then Egypt
remained 1n the hands of his descendants who were known

as the “Khadev’’ although, atter the occupation of Egypt
by the Franks in 1882 A.D., they were the rulers in name
only. In 1881 A.D., after the Berlin Pact, France captured
Tunis and occupied it, and the Frarks occupied Egypt
and Sudan. In 1897 A.D. Greece occupied some parts of
Turkey. In Iran the Qachar took over the rulein 1817
A.D. After the First World War in 1918 A.D. the Franks

also occupied Iraq and Palestine, and France occupied
Syria and Lebanan.

Arabia

In Arabia, after the First World War the Franks
appointed an Arab namely Sharif Hussain as the ruler of

Hijaz because he had helped them in the war. In Najd,
however, Abdul Aziz bin Saud became the rulerin 1900
AD. In 1924 A.D. Abdul Aziz bin Saud fought with
and defeated the Sharif of Mecca, and became ruler of
the entire Hijaz and Najd. The Saudi Rule still continues,
After Abul Aziz, his son Saud bin Abdul Aziz and after

him Faisal bin Aziz became the ruler, At present Khalid
bin Abdul Aziz is the ruler in Saudi Arabia,

Iran

[n Iran the Qachar ruler continued till 1925 A.D. when
the last Qichar ruler Ahmed Shah Qachar was deposed
and lIran was declared as a Republic under Reza Shah
Pehlavi as its first President and Dictator. Later with
the concurrence of the *‘Ulemas” he became the Emperor.
After his death in 1940 A D. his son Mohammad Raza

Pehlavi the last Emperor of lran became the ruler. In
February, 1979, however, Allama Ayatuilah Ruhoallah

K homeini succeded in ousting the Emperor of [ran through

his miss [slamic Revolution and established a democratic
government in Iran bascd on the Islamic Ideoloy under

the Premiership of Mehdi Bazargon.,
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bin Mohammad surnamed as Nasir (300-350 A.H.) (who

was the first to assume Caliphate and the title of ‘““Ameerul
Momineen” in Spain. All before him were called as

tl  “Amecer” only), Al-Hakam al-Muntasar (350-366 A.H.),
Hisham Al-Muayyad (366-399 A.H.) (who was deposed
. and imprisoned), Al-Mahdi. (399-400 A.H.) who was
deposed after sixteen months only by his nephew Al-
Rashid but Al-Rashid was also soon deposed, and his son
Al-Musta’een was acknowledged as the ruler. He was also

‘ imprisoned in 406 A.H. Then Al-Murtaza became the ruler
but he was put to death in the same year. Now the Umay-
| yad power began to wane and the descendants of Hassan
bin Ali arose and Al-Nasir Ali bin Hamud assumed the rule
in 407 A.H. Thus the Umayyad Rule ended in 407 AH.
and thereafter Banu Hamood, Babu Abaad, Banu Zulnoon
and Banu Hood ruled in Spain till 483 A.H. when, after
| defeating the Franks, Yusuf bin Tashfin occupied the
| entire Spain and established the Marabatin Rule, Then
© the Muwahideen, Banu Marin, and other Muslim Rulers

ruled in Spain till 897 A.H. when the Franks finally
ousted the Muslim Rule from Spain.

10. The Usmaniah Kingdom and Disintegration
of the Muslim Empire

(Tenth to Fourteenth Centuries A.H. or Sixteenth
to Twentieth Centuries A.D))

~;1 As stated earlier, the Usmani Turks came in power
lin 1518 A.D. and remained as such il 1923 A.D. But
iﬁrstly, immediately on the end of the Abbaside rule and
| taking over of the sovereignty in Egypt by the Turks, the
%Sultam in various provinces declared their independence,
Secondly, by and by different powers captured different
parts and separated them from the Turkish Empire so
that ultimately it remained only within the small boundae.
ries of the present Turkey, Thus in 184] A.D. Mohammad
Ali Pasha of Egypt fought against the Turks and acquired
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(382-411 A.H.) (who was slain), Al-Zahir-le-Izz-ud-Din-
nillah Ali (411-428 A H.), Mustansir Ma’ad (428-487 A.H.)
(whose reign was the longest), Al-Muta’ali Billah Ahmed
(487-495 A.H.), then his five years’ son Al-Amir-be-
Ahkamullah Mansur was elected as the King but he was
put to death in 524 A H. leaving no son to succeed him.
Then his cousin Al-Hafiz-le-Dinnillah became the ruler,

He died in 544 A.H. Then came his son Al-Zahir Billah
Ismai] who was assassinated in 549 A.H. and after him

his son Al-Faiz-be-Nasrullah Isa succeeded, but he died
‘n 555 A.H. He was followed by Al-Aazid-le-Dinillah
who was deposed in 567 A.H. (1171-72 A.D.) and he
died in the same year and with him the Ubaidyah Rule

ended and Egypt again came under the Abbaside Rule,

MUSLIM (UMAYYAD) RULE IN SPAIN

Spain was conquerred by Tariq bin Ziad in 92 A H.
Then in 93 A.H. Moosa bin Naseer also came to Spain
and made several conquests there. In 96 A.H., however,
both these Generals were summoned back by the Umayyad

Ruler Walaid bin Abdul Maalik. In 138 A.H. (755 A.D.),
however, when the Abbasides took over the rule at

Baghdad, Abdur Rahman bin Ma’awiah bin Hisham
bin Abdul Malik bin Marwan (the Umayyad) entered in
and occupied Spain. His reign was long and Spain cons
tinued in the hands of his descendants until 400 A.H. He
was a man of learaning and justice, He died in 170 A.H,
and after him the rulers were Hisham Abul Walaid (170-
180 A H.), Al-Hakam Abul Muzaffar surnamed as Al

Murtaza (180-206 A.H.), Abdur Rahman (206-239 A.H.)
(who was the first who exalted the monarchy, and clothed
it with the splendour of the Calipbate. He wasalso the
first to introduce Philosophy 1o Spain), Mohammad bin
Abdur Rahman (239-273), Al-Munzir (273-275 A.H.),

Abdullah (273-300 A.H.), (who was the most eminent
Kings of Spain for wisdom and virtue), Abdul Rahman
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Mecca to the Usmanis of Turkey, (Tarikh-e-Islam by
Shah Moinuddin Ahmed Nadvi, Volume 1V, P. 396).

Thus the Abbaside Rule which started in 137 A.H.
finally ended in 923 A . H. (1518 A.D.). During these eight
hundred years there ruled fifty five Abbaside Kings out
of which the first 37 had their seat at Baghdad and the
| last 18 at Cairo. The last ones were in fact in name
.\ only. The actual administration was in the hands of
 Sultans who were known as ““Naaib-us-Sultanat.” They

. were so powerful that they could appoint, depose, exile
or put into confinement any of the rulers at their own
sweet will. The real reason for this was that the Abbaside
. rulers themselves from the davs of Haroon Rashid in
« order to crush the Arabs appointed firstly the Iranians and
then the Turks as Sultans of various regions of their
-1 empire. This policy ultimately proved fatal to their own
interest and by and by the Sultans became so powerful that

r they got the upper hand in the affairs of the State and one

' day succceded in completely ousting the Abbasides from
| the sovereignty.
|
| Before closing the chapter of the Abbaside Rule,
~however, it appears necessary to say a few words regarding

;the Ubaidyah Rule in Egypt and the Umayyad Rule in
{} Spain.

:i UBAIDYAH RULE IN EGYPT

} During the reign of Abbaside Ruler Al-Mugtadar
‘at Baghdad, in 296 A H. (908 A.D.) Al-Mchdi Ubaidullah
arose 1n Africa and was saluted as Imam and King, He
extended justice and beneficence to the people and they
were inclined to him. Africa fell under his power and
his dominion increased and the City of Al-Mehdivah was
founded. He died in 322 A.H. Then the Rulers were
Al-Kaim-be-Amrilish Molammad (322-333 A H.). lsmail
(333-341 A H.), Al Moiz-le-Dinillah $a’'ad (341-365), Aziz

Nizar (365-382 A .H.), Al-Hakim-be-Amrillah Mansur
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Anial Al-Ashrafdied and his son Ahmad surnamed as
Al-Muwayyed was invested with the Sultanate, but he
was deposed by Khushkdam and the King appointed
Khushkdam as the Sultan and surnamed him as Al-Zahir
who remained in office till death in 872 A.H. Then Balbai
was appointed as Sultan but after two months the army
rebelled against him, and Timurlungha was raised to
power but army also set out against him, and Kaitbai
was invested with the Sultanate and was surnamed as
Al-Ashraf and he proved to be a very powerful Sultan,

After assumiog the power Sultan Khushkdam under an
arrangement with Janim the Governor of Syria put King

Al-Mustanjid Billah under confinement in the Fort where
he remained till his death in 884 A.H. After him his nephew
Al-Mutawakkil Alallch Abul 1zz became the ruler. He was
of admirable qualities and commendable virtues. In 885
A.H. Egyptian army under the command of Yeshbek
advanced against lraq and encountered with the troops
of Yaqub Shah bin Hassan near Ruha, but got the
defeat and Yesnbek was also slain., In 886 A.H. Sultan
Mohammad bin Usman, the Lord of Asia Minor died
and his two sons fought tor the succession., One was
viclorious and got the government and the other one
left for Hijaz. In 903 A.H. the King died, and. his son
Al-Mustamsik Billah become the Ruler, and remained in

power ull 920 A.H. After him Al-Mutawakkil Alallah
L1l became the ruler,

END OF ABBASIDE RULE

Iln 923 A.H, (1518 A.D.) the Roman Sultan Salim
Usmant I, attacked and conquerred Egypt and Al-Muta-
wakkil Alallah abdicated in his favour aad entrusted to
him the sacred relics of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) 1.e, the
Bannar, Sword, and Mantle as well as the Keys of the
Holy Places at Mecca and Madina and thus the rule
finally passed on from the Abbasides i.e, the Qureish of

[ [
:-J_-‘I' 2y

Martat.com '




o
i R e — T S E—— - =

Mystics and :heir Role in the Islamic History 183

Al-Musta’een for his investiture of sovereignty and sent
him a large sum along with a present to the Sultan also,

In 816 A.H. Al-Mo’tazid Billah Abul Fatha became
the King. In 824 A .H. Sultan Al-Muayvad died and his
son Ahmed surnamed as Al-Muzaffar was appointed as
the Sultan. When Al-Muzaffar was arrested by his own
minister Tatar, the King appointed Tatar as the Sultan,
but Tatar died soon thereafter and his son Mohammad
became the Sultan surnamed as Swaleh who appointed
Barsabai as his First Minister. Barsabai then deposed
Swaleh and himself became the Sultan in 825 A.H. and
continued till his death in 84! A.H. After him his son
Yusuf surnamed as Al-Aziz became the Sultanandappointed
Jakmak as his Minister. Jakmak, however, deposed Al-Aziz
in 842 A.H. and the King appointed him as the Sultan and
surpamed him as Al-Zahir,

Al-Mo’tazid was acute and sagacious and liked the
society of learned ones. He was very liberal and manus
ficent. He died 1n 845 A, H. (11441 A.D.) After him,
according to his covenant, his uterine brother Al-Mustakfi
Billah Abur Rabi’ee assumed the rule. He was virtuous,
pious, devout, religious, constant in worship and prayer
and reading the Quran, He died in 854 A.H. Then his
brother Al-Qaim-be-Amrillah Abul Baga was acknow-
ledged as the ruler, He was hardy and intrepid and
possessed haughtiness of character and maintained pomp
of the kingship. In 857 A .H. Jakmak (Al-Zahir) died
and his son Sultan Usman surnamed as Al-Mansur was
apyointed as the Sultan, but aftzr a month be was deposcd
by Anial (Inal) who was then appointed to the office of
Sultanate and was surnamed as ‘**Al-Ashraf.”” Shertly
thereafter differences arose between him and the King and
he deposed the King and exiled him to Alexandria
where be dicd in 863 A.H. Thereafter Al-Mustanjid was

acknowledged as the King, In 865 A.H. Sultan
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services for the cause of Islam. All these disciples of

Ibn-e-Teemiah proved themselves to be the scholars of

high calibre and knowledge, The Commentary of the
Holy Quran written by Ibn-e-Kaseer is taken to be one

of the most famous and authentic Commentaries ever
written during the last fourteen hundred years. His other

most famous books are ‘“‘Al-Bidayah-wan-Nahayah’’ and
‘“Al-Kaamil”’,

9. Ninth and Tenth Centuries A.H. (Fifteenth and
Sixteenth Centuries A.D.)

Political Developments :

In the ninth century for the first eight years the rule

of Al-Mutawakkil continued. Thereafter the rulers were
Al-Musta’ecen Billah Abul Fazal (808-816 A.H.), Al-
Mo’tazid Billah Abul Fatha (816-845 A.H.), Al-Mustakfi
Billah Abur Rabi’ee (845-854 A H.), Al-Ka’im-be-Amrillah
Abul Baqa (854-859 A.H.), Al-Mustanjid Billah (859-884
A.H.), und Al-Mutawakkil Alallah Abul 1zz (884-503 A.H.).

Al-Musta’een Billah Abul Fazal became the King
in 808 A.H. At that time Malik-an-Nassir Faraj was the

Sultan. In 815 A.H. when, after defeat in the battle wijth
Shaikh Mahmudi of Damascus, Faraj fled away, Al-

Musta’een also took over as the Sultan. Thereafter he en-

trusted the government of Egypt to Shaikh Mahmudi and
surnamed him as Nizamul-Mulk. In 816 A.H. (1414 A.D.)
Nizamul Mulk usurped the Sultanate and surnamed himself
as Al-Muayyad and deposed Al-Musta’een and acknow-
ledged his brother Daud as the King. But Naurazthe

Governor of Syria took “‘Fatwa’ of the Ulemas and Kazis

against deposition of Al-Musta’een and therefore in 817
A.H. Al-Muayyad set out against Nauroz. Al-Musta’een
was, however, exiled to Alexandria where he died., In his
reign in 814 A.H. Ghiasuddin (Mohammad Tughlaq)

Aazam Shah bin Sikandar, Emperor of Hindustan, sent to
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summoned by the Sultan in Egypt and was put in prison
'  where he remained till 707 A.H. In 709 A H. he was exiled

= to Alexandria. There also he worked for spreading the
correct teachings of the Quran and Sunnah among the
people. Soon thereafter he was allowed to return to Egypt
and was received there with great respect. In 712 A H. he
returned to Damascus. In 720 A.H. he was again arrested
on account of his **Fatwa’ regarding the system of pro-
nouncement of Talak thrice and remained in prison for
five months. From 721 A H. to 726 A.H. he passed a
peaceful life and devoted his time in tecaching and writing
J: the books. In 726 A H. he was again arrested and was
confilned i1n a room 1n the Fort on account of his “Fatwa”
against the visitation to the graves including the grave of
the Holy Prophet (PBUH) because this injured the feelings
of the Muslims at large. In 728 A H. Ibn-e-Teemiah died
while under confinement, But when his funeral was taken

out, people attended it in large numbers and offered his
funeral prayers several times.

- e r—-r-- ____=‘_ = —_——

Ibn-e-Teemiah rendered valuable services for the
| cause of Islam 1n that he worked for the purification of
. the belief in the Unity of God from all anti-Unity ideas
! which had crept into the Islamic Faith due to the influence
of Greek Thought and IIm-ul-Kalam. He was opposed
to visitation to the graves and dcification of the mystics.
He also worked against the Rifa’ee Sect of Sufis, the
Bataniah and the Shia Ideologies. He also criticised those
who gave preference to Phijloscphy, Logic and Ilm-ul-
Kalam over the Quran and Sunnzh. He wias well-read
in the Biblical Literature and outlined the defects thercin
with authority.

-—.ql—,._T—,_.._i-- g = — = il
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After him, his worthy disciples Hafiz Ibn-e-Qai’im
(691-791 A H.), Ibn-e-Abdul Haadi (704-744 A H.),

Ibn.c-Kaseer (701-774 A.H.) and Hafiz Ibn-e-Rajab (736-
7195 A.H.) worked for his mission and rendered valuable
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Hadis-al-Sukriah’ at the age of 22 years. In 695 A.H.
after the death of Allama Zainuddin bin Munajja, he was
appointed as head of the «“Madressah-tul-Hambaliah”,
In 698 A H. on account of his ¢Fatwa” regarding the
attributes of God, the pcople as well as the government
and particularly the Asha’ira and <“Mutakallemin’ became
his opponents, but the matter was soon calmed down due
to the Tartar attacks. In ¢99 A H. the Tartars under the
lecadership of Qazan attacked Damascus. The Egyptian
Sultan Al-Malik-an-Nasir foucht against the Tartars, but
was defeated. People, therefore, started running away from
Damascus. Iba-e-Teemiah as a representative of the people

met with the Tartar Chief and very boldly pleaded before

him for obeying the Command of God and refrain from
shedding the blood of the Muslims. Inspite of frank and
extremely bold talk of Ibn-e-Teemiah the Tartar Chief was
verymuchimpressed and he released all the Muslim captives
and refrained from disturbing the peace 1in Damascus.
From 700 to 702 A . H. there were repeated threats to Syria
from the Tartars and during this period Ibn-e-Teemiah
spent his energies in preparing the people and the Sultan
of Egypt to ficht against the Tartars with courage. He was
personally present with the Sultan in the battle field of

Saghab in which after a fierce fichting the Muslims
ultimately got the victory.

Ibn-e-Teemiah then again started his mission of reli-

gious and meoral bettecrment of the pcople to eliminate un-
healthy and unpermissible developments from their beliefs

and actions. For this purpose he used to go and very
daringly plead even before the King and his courtiers as
well as the Bedouins and Qaba'ilees. In 705 A.H, he
worked against and proved the falsity of the Rifa’ee group

of mystics. He . also worked against the philosophy of
«Wahdat-ul-Wujood” i.e. ¢ Unity of Existence’ of Shaikh
Muhiuddin Ihn-e-Arabi and proved it to be against the
teachings of Quran and Sunpnah. Inthe same Yyear he was
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Office till 791 A.H. when Barkuk repented of what he had
done to Al-Mutawakkil, and again restorcd him to the
kingship and deposed Mo’tasim Billah. In the same year
Swaleh Haji was restored to the Sultanate and Barkuk was
imprisoned, but in 792 A.H. Barkuk was again restored to
power and he then remained in power till death in 80|
A.H. After him his son Faraj surnamed as Nasir succeeded
him. Nasir was, however, deposed in 808 A.H. and his
brother Abdul Aziz surnamed as Al-Mansur succeedcd him,
But in the same year Al-Mansur was deposed and Nasir

was again restored to power. In 808 A H. died Al-
Mutawakkil,

Religious and Spiritual Developments :

Before parting with our account of the eight century,
we may also mention the life and works of another most
famous scholar of Islam namely Ahmed Taqgi-ud-din Ibpe-
Teemiah who is acclaimed by his followers (particularly the
““Wahabiahs™) as the “Mujaddid” i.e. Reviver of the
Islamic values for the eight century.

Ibn-c-Tecmiah
{(661-728 A.H.)

Ibn-e-Teemiah was born in 661 A.H. His father
Shahabuddin Abdul Haleem Ibn-e-Teemiah and grand
father Abdul Barakat Mujad-ud-din Ibn-e-Teemiah werealso
very learned scholars of the Hambali School of the Sunni
Sect of Islam. Originally they were settled in Hirran, but
after the Tartar attacks they shifted to Damascus where
Ibn.e-Teemiah was brought up and educated. He was very
intelligent and had an outstanding memory. Within a short
period of time, therefore, he learnt all the 5o many branches
of knowledge that were prevelant at that time, including

Quran, Hadis and Figah. After the death of his father in
683 A.H. Ibn-e-Teemiah occupied his seat as a teacher in

the well known institution of Damascus namely ‘“Darul
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In 753 A.H. Al1-Mo’tazid Billah Abul Fatha became the
King. He was virtuous and a friend of learned ones. He
died in 763 A.H. During his reign in 755 A.H. Sultan

Al-Malijk-as-Swaleh was deprsed and Al-Nasir was re-in-
stated as Sultan, butin 762 A.H. Al-Nasir was put to death

and Mohammad the son of his brother Al-Muzaffar was
raised to the Sultanate and was surnamed as Al-Mansur.

In 763 A H. Al-Mutawakkil Alallah Abu Abdullah
took over the rule. It is said that he had one hundred
children out ¢f whom five became the Kings after him.

During his reign in 764 A.H. Al-Mansur was deposed and

Shaa’ban Bin Hussain Bin Nasir Bin Kilawan became

the Sultan and was surnamed as Al-Ashraf. In the
same year began the irruption of the tyrant Tamarlang
(Tamarlane) who devastated the provinces and destroyed
the inhabitants until he died in 807 A.H. In 778 A.H.
Sultan Al-Ashraf was put to death and his son Ali surnamed
as Al-Mansur succeeded him:- Later he disappeared and
his son was made the Sultan. In 779 A.H. Al-Badri the
War Minister deposed Al-Mutawakkil and made Ibrahim,

a descendant of Al-Haakim, the King and surnamed him as
Al-Musta’sim Billah Zakaria without any cath of allegiance

and concurrence of the public. He also ordered Al-
Mutawakkil to be banished to Kus. But after fifteen days
Zakaria was deposed ard Al-Mutawakkil was restored as
the King. Tn 783 A.H. Al-Mansur died and his brother
Haji succeeded him and was surnamed as Swaleh but
Swaleh was deposed in 784 A H. and Barkuk assumed the
government and was surnamed as Al-Zahir. He was the
first Sultan of the Circassian Race, In 785 A.H. Barkuk
arrested Al-Mutawakkil, deposed and imprisoned him, and
acknowledged Mohammad son of Ibrahim, a descendant of
Al-Haakim, as the King and surnamed him as Al-Wasiq
Billah who continued in office till death in 788 A.H. Then
Barkuk appointed the brother of Zakaria as the King and

surnamed him as Mo’tasim Billah who also remained iIn
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and the latter arrested and imprisoned the Kine and
banished him along with his family to Kus (upper Egypt)
where he died in 740 A.H. Al-Mustakfi was eenerous, brave
and skilled at polo and shooting with bullets, and was
munificent to the learned onee¢. Al-Mustakfi had named
his son Ahmed for the successicn, btut the Sultan being
angry acknowledeed Al-Was'q Billah Ibrahim as the King,
However, shortly thereafter. while on his death bed, the
Sultan repented and deposed Al-Wasiqg and acknowledged
Ahmed as the King in 742 A H. Ahmad wassurnamed as Al-
Haakim-be-Amrillah Abul Abbas, Ttis said that the people
also disliked Al-Waciq on account of his indulgence in
sensualities and company of the mean and base ones. He
was improvident, witless and of depruved character. Al-
Haakim-be-Amrillah Abul Abbas arose in wrath against his
enemies and submerged his well wichers with the overflow
of his munificence. Throuzh him the affairs attained to
their proper issue., He reviv=d the usages of the Caliphate,
He trod the ways of his ancestors that had been obtliterated,
and restored them by the glad aspects of his children.
He died of the plague in 753 A.H. During his reign in 743
A.H. Sultan Al-Mansur was deposed due to his bad
character, banished to Kus and assassinated there. He was
succeeded by his brother Sultan Al-Malik-al-Ashraf Kujuk
who was also dzposed in the same year, and Sultanate
passed on to his brother Ibrahim surnamed as Al-Nasir but
he was also deposed in the same yecar and his brother
Ismail became the Sultan surnamed as Swaleh. In 746 A.H.
Swaleh died and his brother Al-Kamil was appointed as the
Sultan, but he was killed in 747 A.H. and his brother Amir
Haj surnamed as Al-Muzaffar was appointed s Sultan, but
in 748 A.H. he was deposed and his brother Hasan known
as Al-Nasir became the Sultan. In 752 A.H. Al-Nasir was
deposed ard his brother Swaleh surnamed as Al-Malik-as-
Swaleh succeeded him and he was the first to be known as
the Great Amir of Egypt.
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first complete our .account of; the affairs in the Muslim
World during the coming centuries.

8. Eight Century A.H. (Fourteenth Century A.D.)

Political Developments :

In the eight century A* H. the Abbaside Rulers at Cairo
were Al-Mustakfi Billah Abur Rabi (701-740 -AHY Als
Wasiq Billah TIbrahim (740-741 A.H.), Al-Haakim-be-
Amrillah Abul Abbas (742-753 A H.), Al-Mo’tazid Billah

Abul Fatha (753-763 A H.), Al-Mutawakkil Alallah Abu

Abdullah (763-785 A.H.), AI-Wasiq Billah Omar (785-788
A.-H), Al-Mo'tasim Billah Zakariya (788-791 A.H.), and
again Al-Mutawaakil Alallah- Abu Abdullah (791-808
W

In 701 A.H. Al-Mustakfi Billah Abur Rabj became the
ruler. In 702 A.H. the Tartars invaded Syria and Al-
Mustakfi with the Sultan marched against them. In the
battle the Tartars were defeated and slaughtered in large
numbers and the rest fled away. In 708 A.H. Sultan Al-
Milik-an-Nasir Mohammad Bin Kilawun abdicated and
Emir Ruknuddin Baybers al-Jashangir was acknowledged as
Sultan and was surnamed as Al-Malik-al-Muzaffar. Tn 709
A H. Al-Malik-an-Nasir again entered Damascus and then
Cairo to re-acquire the Sultanate and Al-Malik-al-Muzaffar
fled away but he was caught and killed. In the same year
the Tartar monarch Khuband (or Kharbanda) spread heresy
througkout his dominions and commanded the preachers to
mention no one in the “Khutaba’ (Juma Address) but Alj,
his two sons and the family of the Holy Prophet (PBUH)
and this continued till his death in 716 A.H. His son Abu
da‘ad, however, re-established the orthodox faith and names
of all the four Caliphs of the loly Prophet (PBUH) were
re-imclhided in the “Khutba’. Abu Sa’ad died in 736 A.H.
and after him there remained no unity among the. Tartars
and they all scattered far and wide.. In 736 A.H. misunder-

standing arose between Al-Mustakfi and the. Sultan
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Shaikh Muslehuddin Sa’adi
(589-691 A.H.)

Shaikh Muslehuddin Sa’adi was born at Shiraz (Iran)
in about 589 A.H. After receiving education at home he
came to Baghdad, joined the Nizamiah Institution and also
became a pupil of Ibn-e-Jozi (d. 397 A.H.). Dueto the
training of his own father he also developed inclination
towards mysticism from the very beginning. He used to
get up early in the morning, offer prayers and recite the
Holy-Quran. After completing his education Shaikh Sa’adi
journeyed through various parts of the world and it is said
that he remained in journey for over twenty years. He
received mystic training from Shaikh Shahabuddin Suhra-
wardy (d. 630 A.H.) builder of the Suhrawardiah School of
Mysticism in Islam, Verysoon he acquired the reputation
as a scholar, mystic, poet and writer of outstanding calibre,
He saw the destruction of the Islamic Kingdom at the

hands of Tartars. He wrote books both in prose and poetry
to create awakening, courage and good moral character
among the Muslims at large. His books “‘Gulistan’’ and

«*Bostan”’ are very famous and are read with great interest

and reverence by the Muslims as well as the non-Muslims
all over the World.

Shaikh Sa’adi died in 691 A.H. and was burried at
some distance from Dilkusha, It is now known as Sa’adiah
where his shrine still stands.

The third important development that occurred in the
mystic circles of Islam as I have already said was that the
mystics started leaving the Islamic World and ccming 1O

the sub-continent of India and Pakistan. The most promi-
nent schools of mysticism which rendered valuable services

for the cause of Islam in the subcontinent »ere Chishtia,
Qadaria, Nagshbandiah and Suhrawardiah. We will deal

with their services in detail at a latter stage. Here let us
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tcaching as well as public spceches all at once. He-became:
so attached to Shems Tabrczi that when the latter left himh; |
in 645 A H. he became totally uneasy, wrote several lyrics

in his memory and started listcnirg to the mysticz]l music:
known as ‘“Sama* in which he could find consolaticn .and-
pleasure of his heart and soul.. Maulana Rocmi died at.

Qonia in 672 A.H.

It 1s said that once a clﬁse'compani'on"of Maulana'
Roomi desired that there should be another poetic compila-
tion on the pattern of the famous mystic compilations in
poetry of Hakim Sanai known as ““Hadigah’ and ‘““Mantaq-

ut-Tair” of Khawaja Fariduddin Attar. Maulana Roomi
wrote the first few verses of his:famous ‘“Masnavi’’ on’ the
same pattern which were liked very much. The work,"
however, proceeded further and Maulana Roomi completed: d
the ““Masnavi” in six parts having more than twenty five
thousand verses which cover the vast fields of history,
religion, philosophy and mysticism. In his “Masnavi”,
Maulana Roomi very successfully pleaded for ¢Wahi
(Prophetic  Revelations) against pure intellectualism,
“Love’” against understanding based on mere sense deta,
and ¢‘Belief” against philosophy. He laid emphasis on
recognition of the values underlying human life and
endeavoured to develope self respect and courage among the
Muslims who were totally upset and disappointed after the
shameful defeat and destruction at the hands of the
Tartars. He invited them to action and give up the life of
idleness. He very nicely dealt with the problems relating
to the Unity of God, Prophethood, Destiny, Life, and Day
of Judgment. His ‘‘Masnavi” left everlasting and all
pervading influence on the entire Islamic world, and helped f

in the renaissance of the Muslim Solidarity in the History |
of markind. The ““Masnavi1” originally written in Persian

o E—

lras been translated in several other languages of ‘the world
and t!l today it is most revered as an.- unprecented treasure .
of mystic philosophy,
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Existence. According to him Allah the Almighty is under-
~lying everything and all attraction that we find in the things

- of this universe is purely due to the presence of God. Thus
| he pleaded for the Love of God which in fact was the best
' needed cure for the heart and soul of the people of his time

whose character was totally ruined and who were subjected
. to utter disappointment on account of disturbed conditicns

in the entire Islamic World.

Maulana Jalaluddin Roomi

(604-672 A H.)

Maulana Jalaluddin Roomi was bern in 604 A,H. at
| Balkh (Khurasan)., His forcfathers belonged to royal
families among whom were also scholars and mystics.
. His own father Bahauddin Walad was a famous mystic
- scholar of Balkh and pleaded for the supremecy of Quran
. over the Greek Philosophy and condemned the Greek
| Philosophers and their Muslim followers. Due to the
| jealousy of some courtiers of Khawarizm Shah and also on
~account of expected attack of the Tartars his father left
- Balkh and after travelling through various places settled at
' Qonia in 626 A.H. at the request of Sultan Alauddin
3 Kaikobad the ruler of Rome, and two years thereafter he
' died there. Maulana Jalaluddin Roomi also came to Qonia
' along with his father and by that time his fame of scholar-

| shipalso increased. Kaikobad respected him very much,
After the death of his father., Maulana Roomi succeeded to

i his seat and started his mission of teaching and purification
. of the heart and soul through the mystic ways. He also

went to Halb and Damascus in search of knowledge but

| finally settled again at Qonia.
i

In 642 A.H Manlana Roomi met with the great mystic
Shams Tabrezi and remained in his company for some time,
' Thereafter the Maulana was totzlly changed. He gave up

' A
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re-adopted their old faith. In the fourteenth century A.D,
again their King Tarmushree Khan (1322-1330 A.D.)

accepted the Islamic Faith. Islam finally got the ascendency h
in this part of the Tartar Empire when Tughlag Temoor ‘{;
Khan (1347-1363 A.D.) embraced Islam at the hands of

Sheikh Jamaluddin of Bukhara, and took keen interest in
propagating Islam among his subjects,

Similarly in the fourth part of the Tartar Empire also

the kings and the public accepted Islam, and by and byall |
the Tartars became Muslims.

This was as regards the propagation of Islam among
the non-Muslims. In the Muslim Community itself sub-
stantial work of everlasting nature in the revival of Islamic
Values was done by the Great Mystic Poets Khawaja
Fariduddin Attar (d. 651 A D.), Maulana Jalaluddin
Roomi (d. 672 A.D.) and Sheikh Muslehuddin Sa’adi 3

Sherazi (d. 691 A.H.).

Khawaja Fariduddin Attar
(313-651 A.H.)

Fariduddin Attar was born in 513 A.H. at Neshapur.

He was the son of a rich perfume merchant and after his
father’s death he himself adopted the same business and
was as such known as *‘‘Attar” i.e, the perfume seller,
Later he gave up the worldly life and became a mystic.
He was a scholar, poet and writer. He wrote about forty

|
books on different subjects including Shariah, Mysticism, |
Literature and Ethics, out of which *“Mantaq-ut-Tair’’ and |
“Tazkerat-ul-Aulia” are very famous, During the Tartar |

attack at Baghdad he was assassinated by the Mughals In
651 A H. |

Khawaja Fariduddin Attar extended mysticism to all {
known forms of the Persian Poetry. He wrote about one |
lac couplets having the mystic ecstasy, The central point
of his poetry was “Wahdat-ul-Wujood” i.e. Unity of

R % ~
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tolerant to other religions also, and after huge conquests

they came in contact with and were firstly influenced with
Budhism and then by Christianity.

As Thomas Arnold writes, the first Mangol King who
embraced Islam was Barka Khan (1256-1265 A D.). This
was at the instance of two Muslim Traders who had come
from Bukhara, and with whom Barka Khan had discussed
about Islam and then accepted the Faith. He then also
converted his younger brother to Islam and then openly
declared his conversion., Thereafter he made treaty with

Sultan Baybars of Egypt, appointed Muslim Scholars to
teach and propagate Islam and great majority of the Tartars
embraced Islam.

In Iran the First to embrace Islam was Tikudar the son
of Halaku Khan. He was a Christian from the very begin.
ning but on contacts with the Muslims, he developed
likeness for Islam, and then accepted it and named himself
as Sultan Mohammad or Ahmedand at his 1astance several
Tartars also became Muslims, In 1284 A D. Arghawan
Khan rebelled against and slew Tikudar Khan and himself
assumed the power and remained in office upto 1291 A.D,

He was a Christian and therefore he and after him his
successors curbed the Muslims. In 1295 A.D. (694 A.H.)
their seventh decendantiin power namely Ghazan (Qazan)
embraced Islam and declared Islam as State Religion of
Iran, Originally he was a Budhist. He was converted to
Islam by a Turk Amir Tozon, and was named as Mahmood.
In 1304 A.D. his successor in office and brother Sultan bin
Mohammad Khuda Banda also embraced Islam and there-
after Islam became the greatest of all religionsin [ran.

In the middle kingdom the first Mangol King to

embrace Islam was Buraq Khan who was great grand son of
Chughtai Khan. After conversion to Islam he named
himself as Sultan Ghiasuddin Khan. He remained in powet

from 12661 to 270 A.D. After him, however, his people

-ﬁ. -
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Community started embracing Islam and within a short
period of time the majority of them became Muslim, i
Unfortunately the names of all those great missionaries of
Islam who performed this miracle are not known to any |
body. This shows how sincere and selfless they were in
their great mission,

It is really strange that the Mangols (Tartars) who
under the leadership of Changez Khan had, as Thomas
Arnold puts it, “‘swept over the centres of Muslim culture
and civilization, leaving them bare deserts and shapeless
ruins where before had stood the palaces of stately cities,
girt about with gardens and fruitful corn land’, soon
thereafter started embracing Islam, It appears as if Islam
arose agaip, in the words of Thomas Arnold, “from the
ashas of its former grandeur, and through its preachers won
over these savage conquerrors to the acceptance of the
Faith. This was a task for the missionery energies of
Islam that was rendered more difficult from the fact that j
there were two powerful competitors in the field namely
Budhism and Christianity’’. (Preaching of Islam by Thomas

Arnold).

As the historical facts go, after Changez Khan the
Mangol Empire was split up into four sections and was
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