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LAMA IBN - TAYAMIYYAH AND HIS CONTEMPORARY

‘ by Maulana Shah Abul Hasan Zaid Farooqi, small size:

{ The personality of Allama Ibn Taymiyyah {b, 268 d.1328)
has always been controversial among the ulama of various sects
of Islam. On the one hand he was one of the greatest erudite

scholars ever born in Islam., He combined in his person rare

qualltles of heart and mind. He was a versatile acthor and a very

forceful writer and orator. Practically he lived an aus®re, Eimp'le,

pious and 1ife, On the other hand he was a bitter critic of those

greaﬁ'schnlam of Islam lke Ghazza_li ﬁnd Ibn Arabl from whom he

+ differed on certain points. In his criticism of his opponents he '
was imprudent, intﬂmperate a'nd Intolerant. He seems to have
been a man of contradictions on account of which he got equally.

a’large number of frionds and foes, admirers and critics,

supporters and adversaries,
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. at the hand of great and well-reputed scholars of the age,

Ibn-Taymiyyah bLgan-his career as a teacher, When he w5

Having drunk deep Islamic as well as Greek sciences

ide

he was bold enough to bluntly express his personal views ¢

T

certain important issues of Islamic creed, -as definitely

opposed to the consensus of ulama. An analytical survey of

Ibn-Taymiyyah's books, more or less one. hundred in number,

—r e v

reveals that his differences with the popular observations of

ulama, lie in the following categories: -

1} His difference with the.major opinion of Imam Ahmed

bin Hanbal though he claims to be a follower of the Imam.

] -
2) "On 16 occaslons he has Ignored the opinion of Imam

‘Ahmed bin Hanbkal in teote and adopted the opinion of any one af

b

the rematning three Imams.

3) On 39 occasions he has ignored the juristic oplnion

%

L

of all four Imams and has given his own independent verdlct,

-4}  ©On 39 occasions he has ignored the unanlmous opinicn

and consensus of Ummah and exercised his own free cholce

arbitrarily,
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oegan to express his "exclusive opinlon with greater force and

" ; «k A&@'
1 - ‘:r-':-r' |
)

\ This last careyory termed as rarities or exclusive

‘.

opy, ‘ons of Ibn-Taymiyyah ( ) y'hich intar

alia | "lude {a) his anthropomorphic interpretation of the

( } (b) his declaration that to make

jnurney;{:}r the maln purpose of visiting the tomb of the Prophet

. "u

is illEng";lj., (¢) and his declaration that divorce declared during

the per ‘iﬂ of menstruation is invalld created havoc in the
Isla world with the result that even many‘6f the staunch
admf 2rs of Ibp-Taymiyyah from amongst contemporary ulama

%Ed cut to be his bltter critics at his advanced age when he

obduration'. A particular sect of Islam has since been perfectly
sincere and faithful to Ibn-Taymiyyah, while some sects
denounced him totally. Apart from these two groups who take
an objectlve view of the sltuation concerned, they are full of
admiratton for Ibp-Taymiyyah for his erudition, high scholar-
shlp, achlevements and remarkable contributicons to [.slﬂmic
literature, nevertheless they refuse to accept the views of
Ibrl -Taymiyyah which come under any of the four categorles
menticned above. This third group stands by selfrestralped .
while taking into conslderation the merits and demeriis of '
Ibn-Taymiyyah ln order to determina his real status and position

as one of tha greatest theologlans and erudities of Iglam,

Marfat co



' {“’:Lz%{ e

\* such in an éttempt +o show both sides of the picture, he

. Taymiyyah.

The learned author of the book under review, who

himself 15 a.well-reputed scholar of Islamic sciepce and a

e

sufi of firsf-ﬁrdar, belongs to the above third group.

 after giving a life sketch of Ibn-Taymiyyah, has thorough

discussed.tﬁa view of cnntémpnrary ulama of Ibn-Taymiyyah

k

cnncerning him and has given his own reasons basec.“

The whole treatise is indeed a piece of great
scholarship: ' It is entightening and worth reading. The \
preface of the treatise written by Dr, Muhammad Abdul-Sattar

. ' - r k .1
biography and accomplishments of the learned author. This | | %

Khan of Osmania Unlversity provides an account of the

ts an added charm to the beauty of the book,

B . - SAID AHMED AKBARABADI -
| _ ~

e,
—_—
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