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Deuteronomy 18:18
The english translation reads as follows:-
| will raise them up a prophet from among
their brethren, like unto thee, and | will put
my words in his mouth; and he shall speak
unto them all that | shall comand him.
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He (Jesus) came unto his own, but his
own received him not. (John 1:11)
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Jesus Kingdom is not of this world: If my
Kingdom is of this world, then would my

servants fight, that | should not be delivered

to the jews; but now is my kingdom not from
hence.” (John 18:36)
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| will raise them up a prophet from among their
brethern like unto thee .-

(FstiEmlite L1l fHpe TS
"And | will put. my words into his mouth.”
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"l feel entittes Muhammad (peace be upon

him) to be considered the most influential

single figure in human history.
{(Micheal Hart)
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The majority of the persons in this book had

the advantage of being bom and raised in

centres of civilization highly cultured or

politically pivotal nations. Muhammad

(peace be upon him) hower, was born in

year 570, in the city of Mecca, in southem

Arabian at that time a backward area of the
world. far from the centres of trades, art and

reputation as fierce warriors. But their
number was small; and plagued by disunity
and intemecine warfare, they had been no
match for the larger armies of the kingdoms
in the settied agricultural areas to the north.
However, unified by Muhammad (peace be
upon him) for the first time in history, and
inspired by their fervent belief in one true
God. these small arab armies now
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embarked upon one of the most astonishing
series of conquests in human history.

How, then, Is one to assess the overall
impact of Muhammad (peace be upon him)
on human history? Like all religions, Islam
exerts and enormous influence upon the
lives of its followers. It is for this reason that
the founders of the world's great religions all
figure prominently in this book. Since there
are roughly twice as many Christians as
Moslems in the world, it may initially seem
sirange that Muhammad (peace be upon
him) has been ranked higher than Jesus.
There are two principal reasons for the
decision. First, Muhammad (peace be upon
him) played a far more important role in the
development of Islam Ithan Jesus did in the
development of Christianity. Although Jesus
- was responsible for the main ethical and
moral precepts of Christianity (insofar as
these differed from Judaism), it was St, Paul
who was the main developer of Christian
theology, its principal proselytizer, and the

author of a large portion of the New
Testament.
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Muahmmad (peace be upon him),
however was responsible for both the
theology of Isiam and its main ethical and
moral principles. In addition, he played the
key role in proselytizing the new faith, and in
establishing the religious practices of Islam.

The Koran, therefore, closely represents
Muhammad's ideas and teaching and to a
considerable extent his exact words. No
such detailed compilation of the teachings of
Christ has survived. Since the Koran is at
least as important, to Moslems as the Bible
is to Christians. the influence of Muhammad
(peace be upon him) through the medium of
the Koran has been enormous. it is
probable that the relative influence of
Muhammad (peace be upon him) of islam
has been larger than the combined
influence of Jesus Christ St. Paul on
Christianity. On the purely religious level,
then it seems likely that Muhammad (peace
be upon him) has been as influential in
human history as Jesus.

Furthermore, Muhammad (peace be
upon him) (unlike Jesus) was a secular as
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well as a religious leader. In fact, as the
driving force behind the Arab Conquests, he
may well rank as the most influential political
leader of all time.

Of many important historical events, one
might say that they were inevitable and
would have occurred even without the
particular political leader who guided them.
For example, the south American colonies
would probably have won their independa-
nce from spain even if Simon Bolivar had
never lived. But this cannot be said of the
Arab conquests. Nothing similar had
occured before Muhammad (peace be upon
him), and there is no reason to believe that
the conquests would have been achieved
without him.

From Iraq to Morocco, there extends a
whole chain of Arab nations united not
merely by their faith in Islam but also by
their Arabic language, history and culture.
The centrality of the Koran in the Moslem
religion and the fact that it is written in
Arabic have probably prevented the Arab
language from breaking. up into mutually
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unintelligible dialects.

We see, then that the Arab conquests of
the seventh century have continued to play
an important role in human history, down to
the present day. It is this unparalleled
combaination of secular and religious
influence which | feel entitles Muhammad
(peace be upon him) to be consideréd the
most influential single figure in human
history.
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