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souvenance.d ! Parmi lcs sages, le Shaikh Abdoul - Haq Mouhaddis
Dchlavi pour éure cité, pour étre de ceux qui prechent le respect av
Salatou-Salam cn sc tenant debout en cet instant précis en cspérant quc
cette attitude puisse aider a micux présenter nos priéres ct les faire
exaucer 32

Le Samt Prophcte a aussi dit que ce qui a é1é considéré comme Iégal
du point de vue islamique I'a été, auparavant, par Dicu.”‘Quicunquc
intro-duit une pratique nouvelle qui aille dans la bonne voic, sa
recomipense ne s‘arrctera pas avec le bienfait accompli, mais continuera a
apporter 4 son autcur des bénédictions additionnelles a chaque fois quc la
postenite miettra en pratique le précepte donng”, 3+

Dans un autre hadis 1l est commandé au Qummah de suivre la
banuicre de la majorité juste3? que constitue la démocratic.3¢ Ceci
sapphique a Forganisation de 1a commémoration de l1a naissance de notre
Sunt Prophcte, pratique  a laquelle ont souscrit les  vénérables
Comipagnons des l'aube de Ilslam, I'ensemble des Tabi'in et de ses

uccesseurs ct adeptes, des picux ot sages.

Cest dins Ta nature de I'amourcux de savourer, les compliments qui
sadressent a l'objet de sa vénération. Son cocur ne bat que pour entendre
parler de Tobjet aimé et il ne vit que par celui-ci. Le musulman ne devrit
vivie que pour Famour du Saint Prophéte de 'lslam. En célébrant comme
HoLaut Te Yaumoun Nabi, il rend honunage a I'affection qui doit le lier a
sonobjecufl Lt c'est pourquoi I'on doit saisir toule occasion qui nous
permet de pratiquer, dans son moindre aspect, le Siratoun Nabiy. Le
Yaumoun Nabiy cst I'occasion révée pour I'éclatement et la manifestation
de notre joie. “C'est en célebrant la naissance de 1'étre supéricur qu'est le
Saint Prophéte que I'on accéde a la félicite” 37 disait Ie Shah Abdoul-
Gham Mouhaddis' Dehlavi

Qu'Allah Ta'ala nous imbibe d'unc telle dévotion pour son bicn-aimé
Mcssager afin que nous puissions nous joindre a la bannié¢re de 1'lslam ct
des jJustes ot senvir, aprés notre dépan, d'exemples 4 ccux qui nous
succedent. Qu'Allah Ta'ala nous accorde la méditation du demicr cl plus
grand parmi ses Prophctes, ct Ia ssimpathie de sa noble Progéniture ct de
scs venerables Compagnons ct disciples.
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mettaient toute 'emphase sur les qualit¢s du Saint Prophcte. 19 Au retour
de la Bataille de Tabouk (I'An 630 A.D) par cexemple, Had'rat Abbas,
oncle du Saint Prophéte, sc fit un devoir de relater les faits entourant a
naissance de I'Etre cxceptionnel ct dont il a éte émoin.2! Le Saint
Prophéte, cn personne, vint clablir un tapis sur l'esttade ou Hassan® bind
Sabit devait se tenir pour réciter les odes incorporant des ¢loges a l'egard
du Prophéte de I'Islam qui.,21 pour le remercicr, ne manqua pas de le
bénir dans ses pricres. Tout cela est vérifiable dans les ahadis qui cn sorit
dépositaires. ;

Et lorsque Malik ibn' Anas sc proposait de citer lcs paroles
prononcées par le Saint Prophete, il préparait conscicncicusement son
~udience?? tout comme les ulémas le font de nes jours cncore. Par
ailleurs, le Sheikh Abdul Qadir' Djilani avait pour habitude, chaque
onziéme jour du mois, d'offrir des préseats cn l'honncur du Saint
PI‘GphéIE,zE et cette tradition s'est perpétuée jusqu'd nous. De mcme,
Ibni-Taymiyah pric pour les dévots qui tiennent lcs asscmblées diies

Miladoun' Nabiy en demandant en  lcurs noms bénclictions

cl
récomp enses. 2+

Car le Milad n'est pas une pratique nouvellement instituce: il existe
depuis des si¢cles ct remonterait a 1'époque méme du Siint Prophcte de
I'lslam. Plus prés de nous, en Inde, le Shah Abdour Rahim, pere de Shilh
’Oualioullah Mouhaddis Dehlavi, organisait annucllement des Milzdoui’
Nabiy ou il donnait & manger, en mémoire du Saint Prophcte, a acs
milliers de pauvres ct nécessiteux.2> Apres lui, son fils ct petithils—
I'érudit Shah Abdoul-Aziz Mouhaddis Dchiavi — continucrent
organiser les milad annuels (au 12éme jour du Rabioul-Awwal) ot 1ls
fircnt preuve du méme acte de géﬂéfﬂﬂii{i.ZG [Is y réciterent ¢galement les
hauts faits du Saint Prophéte de 1'lsam. 11 est un fait aussi que lors dhin
miladoun-Nabiy auquel le Shah Oualioullah’ asista au  Makkih-
Moukarramah, le miracle s'était produit sous forme d'unc cascade
lumincuse qui s'était répanduc sur l'assemblée des dévots.27 Hulji
Imdadoullah Mouhadjir Makki maiwe de Rashid Ahmed Gancohi.
célébrait des milad annuels dans le scul but d'obtenir le salut et récitnl
pour cela tous scs Salat et Salam ci restant dcbout.2®

De son ¢oté, le grand Moufti Shah Mazharoullah Dehlavi cclcbrait
chaque 12¢me Rabioul-Awwal Ie Miladoun Nabi avec unc plendeur non
égalée, au point ol l'assemblée restait éveillée depuis la pricre du soir—
Isha-Salat — jusqu'a cclle du matin— Fadj'r.2? Et 'on arrivait a rester
dcbout pour lc Salatou-Salam de la fin.3Y L'on mconte qu'a une de ces
occasions, le célebre émdit Imam Taqiyeuddin Soubouki. par son verbe,
exhorta I'assistance a rester debout au moment ou le Salitou Salam
alan'Nabiy sc tenait. A I'écoute du verbe poctique, tous les ulémas qui s’y
trouverent présents se mirent instantanément debeut pour saluer la siinte
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Au nom de Dicu, Le Clément, Miséricordicux

Dicu créa tout d'abora I'essence du Saint Pruphélcl— Nouin—
Rassoulihi? -—— ¢t le processas du Daroud Sharif fut aussitot déclenche
pour cnglober ia I¢gion des angf:s.3 Lorsque la lumiere prophctique fut
répanduc sur la terre, la race humaine s'en impregna afin dintcgrer le
processus divin ¥ Ce scul fait mérite qu'on le proclamme tout haut ct
quon sc réjouisse de sa rcalisation.

Salatalan Nabiy aura donc commencé dés le premicr jour de ia
ciéation et avec, la célébration de chaque Yaumoun'Nabiy. C'est-a-dirc
que l'object d'affection pour Dicu Tout Puissant devient de sol un si('gnc ct
wmbole a ftre vénéré et éleve au plus haut point de notre cstime. Nous
couvenie de Pakjet nous porte @ nous souvenir du Créateur.’ Le Jour du
Sciencnr st celui de ses Envoycs cf Elus.t 11 st dit dans le Saini Qour'an
que lorsque Had'rat Ydhya - Jean Baptists fut n¢, il fut saluc ci. ccs
termes: Bénit soit Ie jour qui a vu cctte naissanze.”?

Le Prophcte de P'lzlam - Paix sur lui - vint en cec monde un lundi. En
r connaicsance davoir vu le jour I¢ Saint Prophcte prit I'habituce. de
itner chaque lundi. Et,c'est un lundi qui lui fut parvenu la premicre
revelation divine. 19 €¢lon 1a Tradition, la date ¢'anniversaire du Saint
Prophcte s'établit au lundi du 12¢me Rabioul-Awwat de I'An 369 dc notre
cre VDBt nons nous devons de resserrer non liens autour de cette date qui
rovient chaque année et qui est un moyen pour nous d'atteindre I'¢él¢vation
morale ct spirituclle

les faveurs sont faites pour étre rappelées, d'autaat plus quiclles
viennent du Scigneur qui nous a gratifiés de la venue de Son Messager. 12
OQuce soit celébré comme il se doit la date de sa venuc cn ¢¢ monde. 3

Si Hadmt' Issa a pu dire:“O Scigneur, cnvoic-moi du cicl unc table
couverte de nourriture afin que nous fétions ta bonté, le premicr comme
le demier parmi nous”, 14 que ne devrions-nous féter pour avoir Hénclicic
de 12 venue parmi nous de I'essence méme de toute la Création. La nuit ou
fut révelé le Saint Qour'an cst comparable a I'étermité pour le scul fait
d'étre celte nuit bénite. 13 Imaginons un instant alors la grandgur de cc
jour qui a vu la naissance du Saint Propléte. Si la Nuit de la Révélation
— Laylatoul-Qad'r pcut sc commémorer avec le faste que l'on sait chacuc
année lunaire, cst-ce que celle ou naquit le Sain Prophéte ne deviait pos
étre célébrée aussi dignement?“Proclame cl public la Bonté divine”,
nous commande Dicu Tout-Puissant, Le Saint Prophcte est uac
manifestation vivante de cctte Bonté, en fait il cst'le plus beau present
qui nous soit venu dc Dicu".” pour cmployer les termces de l'autorité

qu'cst le Imam Boukhari. Ne devrions-nous donc pas le chauer? .
Le Saint Prophéte lui-méme parlait avee reconnaissance du jour ou il
cet venu au monde. 13 De leur cdté, les vénérables compagnons-As'hab -
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It is an inherent quality of love that a lover feels tremendous joy on
hearing the praise of his beloved. Nay, but his heart yeamns that his beloved
<hould be praised and remembered at all times. One will never see a lover
who will take offense at a person for remembering his beloved. This as
against the nature of love. The truth of the matter is, genuine celebration
lies in acting upon the sunnah ot our Holy Prophet (Allah’s Grace and
Peace be upon him) in every ficlds of our lives, at all times. Then each
year express boundless joy at the auspicious birth of the Holy Prophet
(Allah's Grace and Peace be upon him) in accordance with the practice of
our illustrious predecessors who had championed the cause of Islam. Hazrat
Shah Abd al-Ghani Muhaddith Dehlavi, the teacher of Rashid Ahmad
Gangohi rightly said; “In celebrating the birth of the Holy Prophet (Allah’s
Grace and Peace be upon him) lies the complete tehicity of a man" .3’

May Allah Almighty bless us with the love of the Holy Prophet
(Allah’s Grace and Peace be upon him) which would automatically mould

i< in the frame of sunnah so that we could hecome the beacon hght for
others. Amin!
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pleased with them) on every 12th of Rabi-al-£.wwal used to invite the
reople to their Milad gathenngs an which «i.y "vould speak about the
AUSPICIOUS events of the Holy Prophet’s (Allah’z (:-ace and Peace be upon
him) hirth and  would  terminate  them by «:s.nbuting foods and
cweetmedts. 28 Once Hazrat Shah Waliyullah (m2+ Allah be pleased wilh
him) attended a Milad wathening in Makkah al-Mukarramah 1in which he
cow manifestations ot light pouring hike a cascade.”’ Haji Imdadullah
Vfuhapr Mabki (may Allay be pleased with him) the mentor (murshid) of
Rahid Ahmad Gangohr, would hold Milad gatherings each year as a means
ol obtamny salvation and would recite salar and salam 1n a Slitnu'ing
position 2% On the 12th Rabi-al-Awwal of each year the griand Mufti, Shah
Vuhamnad Mazharullah Dehbavi (may Allah be please with him) would
hold Alad pathenings 1a great splendour which cortinue from Isha prayer
neht unol Fagr prayer., Salar-o-Salam would b2 recited in a standing
nosition atter which tood and sweetmeats would be distributed.=?  Some
celected Anvles are at all times reciting salar and salam in a stand.ny
poction?? which means that this is the practice of the angles. In Madinih at
the tuneral bed of Holy Prophet (Allsh’s Grace and Pzace be upon him) the
anzles, men and women, even the children oftered Salar-o-Salam n groups
tor Lours in an standing position. Seven hundred years ago, the celebrated
«holer Tmam Taqiyuddin Subki (may Allah be please with him) was in the
sathering ot the learned wlema in which the Hassan of that time, lmam
Sarwurt’s verse (tervently urging the sudience to stand at the time ol the
Holv Prophet’s (peace be upon him) august remembrance) was bamny
recited. On hearing the verse all the ulema stood 1n reverence.’! In the
lieht ot these facts reciting salat and salam is the prﬁclfcc of pious angles,
companions of the Holy Prophet (Allah’s Grace and Peace be upon him)
and saves of the Mushim wmmnah. Hazrat Shaykh Abd al-Haq Muhaddith
Dehlava (may Allah be pleased with him) would recite salar and saldarm in a
<tanding position and would regard it as a means of acceptance of his deeds

and prayers. )2

The Holy Prophet (Allsh's Grace and Peace be upon him) said.
“Anything which is regarded as good by Muslims is regarded likewise by
Allah”™ 33 Furthermore, the Holy Prophet (Allah's Grace and Peace e
upon him) also stated: “Whosoever introduces a good practice in Islam
hall not only receive reward for it, but the reward of those vho act upon
1% He also commanded that at all times remain under the banne: of the
Saad-i-Azan®®  which is the majority.3® Therefore organizing and
celehrating the blessed birth of the Holy Prophet (Allah’s Grace and Peace
be upon him) is the practice of the Holy Prophet (Allah’s Grace and Peace
be upon him), the noble companions, the tabi'‘in, the Yoilowers of the
tabi‘in and the pious sages as proved from their actions.
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Almighty Allah sent the very heart and essence ot the bounty? The night on
which the Holy Qur’an came down can be declared as better than a
thousand months! then Imagine the greatness and loftiness of the night on
which the living Qur'an (the Holy Prophet, Allah’s Grace end Peace be
upon him) came down. It the Nicht of Reverence (Lavlalh al-Qadr) can be
celebruted annually, then why can not the night on swhich the prnide of
creation was bom, be celebrated each year! Says Allah  Almighty:
“Proclaim and publicise the bounty of thy Lord”.'® Imam Bukhari says
that the Holy Prophet (Allah's Grace and Peace be upon him) is the greatest
bounty of Allsh Almighty,!? hence he should become the object of most
pubhicity. The Holy Prophet (Allah’s Grace and Peace be upon him)
himself spoke about his blessed birth from the pulpit.!® On his insiruction
some of his noble companions too described and publicised the Holy
Prophet’s (Allah’s Grace and Peacz be upon him) most excellent
qualities.'? In the year 9 A.H (630 A.D.) on the occasion of returning
from the Battle of Tabuk, Hazrat Abbus (Allih be pleased with him). the
uncle of the Holy Prophet (Allah’s Grace and Peace be upon him) offered a
poem on the birth of the Holy Prophet (Allsh's Grace and Peace be upon
him) in his presence.”® The Holy Prophet (Allah’s Grace and Pcuace be
upon him) himsclt spread a sheet on a platform on which Hazrat Hassan
bin T_I}mhit (Alldh be pleased with him) stood and sung an ode in his
praise=!  for which the Messenger of Allah (Allah’s Grace and Prace be
upon him).blessed him with a special prayer. All these true incidents are
recorded in books of traditions (Ahadirh).

Whenever Hazrat Malik bin Anas (Allah be pleased with him) would
spesk about charming words of the Holy Prophet (Allah's Grace and Peace
be upon him), he would make special preparations for it,22  just as it is
seen nowadays when leamed scholars (ulema) and pious sages hold such
august gatherings. On the cleventh of each month Hazrat Shavkh Abd al-
Qadir Jilani (Allah be pleased with him) would offer oifts in ‘lhe name of
the Huly Prnph:tﬂ (Allah’s Grace and Peace be L:pnn him) and this
p.l"'nt{;'lltd IS being perpetuated till today. Ibn Taymiyyah too gives clad
tidings to devotees who hold milad satherings of receiving abundant
blessings and rewards. > ) i

Milad gathenings are not something new, they have been perpetuated
for many centuries. The origin of these gatherings can be traced right to the
auspicious period of the Holy Prophet (Allah's Grace and Peace be upon
him). Hazrat Shah Abd al-Rahim. father of Hazrat Shan Waliyuilah
Muhaddith Dehlavi (may Allah be pleased with them) would hold milad
gftlherings annually and on siuch blessed occasions would prepare and
distrihutu meals to thz poor.2% Even the practice of Shah Waliyullah and
his leamed son, Shih Abd al-Aziz Muhaddith Dehlavi (may Allah be

(9
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Allah's Name begin with, extremely Compassionate, the Merciful.

The first thing created by Allah was the light (ndr) of the Holy Prophet
(Allsh’s Grace and Peace be upon him).! Then He blessed him with
Prophet-hood.? the process of Durood Sharif began. Angles were created
who participated in Durood and Salam. When that nar (light) became
3 TO0f we
ponder upon this process we will realise that this too i1s a stylistic form cf
proclaminge and establishing a joyful celebration. Allauho Akbar!

manifest in this world men also became part of this process.

From the very day of creation, remembrance of the Holy Prophet
(Allsh's Grace and Peace be upon him) 1s continuously being held and its
festivities are being celebrated. Allsh Almighty shows infinite love for
those whom He loves. He has declared their signs and symbols His own?
and has communded to exhubit the highest form of dignity and reverence to
them ™ He has made their memonal days as the days worthy of His
remembrance’ by commanding: “and remind them of the days of Allsh™.8
The birth-day of Haly Prophet as an important day among the days of
Alldh The amportance of this day can be ascertained from the Qur'an. In
respect of Hazrat Yahva (Peace be upon him), it 1s stated: “So peace be on
him the Jav he was born, the day he departed and the day on w hich he will
be raised s2an™Y

The Holy Prophet (Allah's Grace and Peace be upon him) came into
this mundane world on Monday. As a mark of gratitude for this day, he
used 1o take fast on every Monday. When asked, he replied, [ was bom
on this day and the revelation too commenced on Monday™.19 According
to some traditions, the date of birth of the Holy Prophet (Allah's Grace and
Peace be tpon him) is 12th Rabi-al-Awwal 569 A.D. which is corroborated
by proofs datine back almost four thousand years.!!  Hence Monday 12
Rabi-al- Awwal 1s spectally connected to the Holy Prophet (Allah’s Grace
and Peace be upon him) and it 1s these connections which are a means of
attarning moral and spintual elevaton.

“Allsh Almighty has shown great favours and grace to the Muslims by
sending the Holy Prophet (Allah's Grace and Peace be upun him).12
Favours are conferred so that (hey may be remembered, never to forget

them. In addition, Allah Almighty has commanded us to celebrate this
jovful occasion. 13

Hazrat Isa (peace be upon him) spoke this to Allah: =Oh our Lord, send
us from heaven a table spread with food, that it may be an Eid ({east) for
*us, for the first of us and for the last of us.'* Ponder over this: if for the
coming down of the “table spread with food™ Hazrat Isa can celebrate it as

a day of fesuvity (Eid), should we r‘nl then celebrasamthe day when

€
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11.

Mr. Shaikh Ubaid Bin Usman al-Umudi of Hyderabad (A.P, India)
published its 25 thousand copies in the month of Rabi-al-Awwal 1414
from Hyderabad (A.P, India)

The Editor Monthly Islamic Times (Stock port, UK.) published its
Urdu Version in the issue of September, 1993.

The Editor Monthly Rahnuma-e-Deccan (Hyderabad, A. P, India)
published on the eve of Milad al-Nabi in its issue dated 31 .8.1993.

Mawlana Abdul Mannan Qadri of Rotterdom (Holland) getting 1its
translation into Dutch language.

Master Ahmad Ali of Babra (Sindh) has translated into Sindhi
language.

Haji Muhammad Younus Bari of Karachi (Sindh) translated it into

Hindi language with the co-operation of Mr. Sartaj Hussain of Bareilly
(India),

Mawlana Iftikhar Ahmad Qadri of Mubarak pur (India) and
Mr. Bahjat Abd al-Razzak of Amman (Jordan) translatzd it into
Arabic language.

Prof. Dr. Inamul Haque I{aus?i* and Prof. Najam al-Rashid (Quetta,
Baluchistan) translated it into Persian Language.

Nearly one hundred thousand copies have been published so far. Now, we are
presenting its Urdu, Persian, Arabic, Hindi, English and French Version, in a

book form. It is earnestly hoped that this edition will warmly be received by the
Muslim readers of the world.

Karachi (Sindh, Pak.)
1994
Phone:- 4940531

@

Jawaid Igbal Mazhari
Director

Mazhari Publications
2606/A, P.1.B Colony
Karachi (Sindh, Pakistan)
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FOREWORD

This article 1s a very precise, concise and unique article on the Birth
Day Celebration of the Holy Prophet (Allah's grace and peace be upon him)
written by Prof. Dr. Muhammad Mas'ud Ahmad in 1992, It was first published
by Mazhari publications (Karachi Sindh, Pakistan) and warmly received by the
Muslim readers of the World. It has been and being translated into various
languages i.c. Arabic, English, French, Dutch, Sindhi, Hindi etc.etc. Twenty
five record editions have been published within a year (1992-93) from Pakistan,
India, Republic of South Africa, United Kingdora, France, etc. After its first

edition the following organizations and publ:shing Centers published its
various editions:-

(1) Idara-i-Ma'arif-i-Nu'maniyya, Lahore (Punjab. Pakistan).
(1) Riza international Academy, Sadiqabad (Punjab, Pakistan).
(111) Anjuman-i-Mustafa, Khanewal (Punjab. Pakistan)

(1v) Tanzimul Hijwairi Pakistan, Lahore (Punjab, Pakistan).

(V) Anjuman-i-Nawjawanan-i-Ahl-i-Sunnat, Dera Ghazi 'han
(Punjab, Pakistan)

(Vi) Anjuman-i-Sepah-i-Mustafa, Khanewal (Punjab, Pakistan)
(vin) Idara-i-Ma'arif-i-Riza, Jehlum (Punjab, Pakistan)
(i) Jama'at Ahl-i-Sunnat Pakistan, Hyderabad (Sindh Pakistan)

(1x) Anjuman-i-Waqar-i-Millat, Karachi

. Allama Muhammad Ibrahim Khushtar Siddiqi the patron of Sunni
Rizawi Society International (Republic of South Africa) published its English
Version from the following Publishing Centers:

(1) Sunni Rizawi Society International, Cape town branch
(Republic of South Africa).

(1) Sunni Rizawi Society Internationai, Khangah-i-Qadria
Rizwiyya, Durban (Republic of South AiTica).

2 Allama M. I. Khushtar Siddiqi has also pukiished its French Version

in the daily Le Maurician (Mauritius) in the issue of August, 1993
and also from France.,

3 Mr. Abdul Rashid Madhosh Ashrafi and Mr. G. Abdul Hameed
Ashrafi published its Urdu Version from Vaniymbadi (Tamil Nadu,

Ll?dWEnlbc r, 1993 ‘
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