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these points have been taken from the Islamic literatura but. Iqbal has

presented them in a. language and in terms which appeal directly to th_e--‘-"

heart of his readers. His is one of the best and most readily accaptable
renderings of the Quranic Truths, that are available to us. For this must
precious gift, all the Muslims of the world in general, and of this sub-- -‘:-=
cantment in particular, owe an ever-lasting debt of grantude to him.
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This is such an important point that it recurs again and again as a

cunstant the:me in lqbal’s puetry
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It is, therefore, only a synthesis of knowledge and faith, which

can lead the human race to its salvation:
”f J:F i JJ'J
f’? JJ‘J JI J’E’
.fJ Hb 3 /..7
: n.:/fi JJ_’_J L L J&;

-
'yih

This is the kind of thought which penetrates the mysteries of
Nature, and which is akin to the Divine Intelligence, linked with the
vision of an angel and the throb of the human heart. Igbal has extolled
such thought and wisdom in his Message from the East to the West:

u..aﬂ*l/.!u’u J;f )'Ju’u’:;ﬁ;
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| .These are some of the fundamental principies on: which Igbal has -
basg;i.his m'_ncept of a y_*“', a true believer. As explained earlier, all

1 Marfat.com
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contemplating about the Creation of the heavens and of the earth, come’ |

to the conclusion that these were not created in vain: - -
(/1) bl e ol U b i Wy Sl 312 b Sk ™
;

The Quran has asked the prophet to enjoin upon the believers to
think and contemplate for themselves

(m/re) l,,i.ufug;eba gLy 41!1,‘_,.9.1 4 eA:-[,:PS.E.clLui B 1
|

That is why it has been reported in the Traditions that the Holy
Prophet has stated:

| ;.
R a8 a5 Sh AL o }

i.e. one hour’s contemplation is more valuable than formal prayer |
for seventy years. This truth has been expressed beautifully by Iqbal in |
two couplets: 4
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Iqbel attaches the utmeet importance to knewledge but warns at

the same time that mere intellect and’ pure reesen creates lmbalenee in

| human persenehty ‘and becomes a destruetwe force if it is- net_ i

eeeempemed by an equel development of moral and spmtuel faculties: - A
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| engmssed in_the acqmsnmn of material things that he is completely
absurbed in them, and has no consciousness of any higher levels of
‘existence. The believer on the other hand, rises above these petty desire
and distractions, and develops his moral and spiritual powers in such a

. way that the whole world lies ultimately at his feet:
& (u: 06T S g 2 8 ¥
T::.u:m(’ Ji uw..-d'u’ 1%

1

He strives to conquer the forces of Nature, and transcend the

limitations of Time arid Space:

s duie e S

,E: O u”:’;:.JIJT:'_..JU-;:_JB
er)J(JJfUFJL.-ﬂJ’ﬂ

. Sr eI LT e

j This last line is a paraphrase of the Quranic verse:

- gy #eaomy JISH A A0S A 20ty ) Sty e

% ; The supreme test of a believers’ devutmn ie., ore Jlf has been
% descnbed most beautifully by Igbal in a quarter addressed to the Lord
ki Almighty, reﬁlsmg the gift of bmh this world and the next, with the
explanation that a devutec who has completely submerged himself in
the Ultimate Ego, has no use for anythmg else in both these worlds, if
they alienate him from the Dwme Love:

- _..-»-flfu."u/w
oz UG s JY Y7y,
& Pe o oa A
AJ/,.; ¥ ul.ﬁ N A _;' ':.'-rl__vj.:

| Tummg now to. the cuntemplatwe side, we find that Iqbal has
repeatedly referred - tﬂ the Quramc prmmple that the believers
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In the last line Igbal asserts emphatmally that fur a bellever the
criterion for gnud ancl evil and fnr nght and wrung IS nut denved fmm
and any external source, but comes from the Dwme Bemg Hlmself o
- Then Iqbal goes one step further, and declarcs that is Aot . ‘:'l'
sufficient for a believer to be satisfied with his own faith and salvatmn

alone, but he is under the sacred ubhgatmn uf Spreadmg the hght nf “1'
faith in the whole world, The secret of a Mushms exlstence hes in the

propagation of the Divine Message to all those whu are seekmg the 1;
ultimate Truth; B J‘EL
ui.uu' Vi u.?.? d.:l: 15 a4 | 11
Joa ot bty B 'it
CERNT RS Y /:.f Vi -fJ | | fh

".:‘_la;:_(f...ﬁ:,?#t":”
Jw - I

The life of a believer, accnrding Jtu Iqbal should cﬂnsist of the -
hlghest thought or, “. .4 -_.-l(“ on the one hand, and utmost devunun E'
I, “g# JU® on the nther On the s:de of devotion, the life and actluns b

of a Muslim shnuld reﬂect the Dwme qualltles and hIS very exlstence. ii

should serve as a cntennn for guud as agamst ewl sn that he may be 1

used as a standard huth in thlS wurld and on the Day uf Judgement
uLf 4 tf Sre H
U{,.f (}/ ] l.f JL!/ r(_}" JB‘J’
=2 9 U".u.’ 3 Y& s U'Jl.g‘

BT Ll S ﬁ-?u:f/"l/' o
S LJIJILJFJVE’MWZHJ#_ B
Iqgbal has’ pumted nut a crumal test fur dlstmgmshmg a bellever
from a nnn-behever A nun-bel:ever is lost i in® the wurld he ls su much

F
. : i- r i
R . _-..-..____:__.__-.:"\-‘-\1___ :'\ - End :t-\.. h i
e A e ———y
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He points out that life catnot be based on a negative foundation;
~ it must proceed from the negative to the affirmative. The communists
were on the right track when they started by derimlilshin'g the idols of
kmgshlp, of pnesthnud and of the false deities. As a matter of fact,
Islam had itself demolished these idols long ago. Where the
Communists went wrong was in_being satisfied with the negative, and
. not proceeding further to the affirmative i.e. to the belief in the true
God. Igbal states this in a beautiful couplet:

=L AL U e s

K6 P O W Ly

This belief in God should not only be a lip service, and should
not only consist of the recitation of “Kalimah” .F but should also
permeate the believer’s whole being, and should be reflected in all his

actions:
J{ELJI;,JIUL::U{.{L.!?
HE LTS O

=l -'_-;,L"ﬁn}l_ -:l:..-:::-:E_i.-_-_ :'u.'li-'., LR L, Nl . e R N L e e A e . O L e I T A P o - ST e B i R BN T T n_" _
T:F:"-Er."t"a"'%t G bty il F?E‘:;’!T."-i.affﬁl’??-i'iﬁifr SR I R A T e T R B e A R PN Pl P
LIy A Uy L AL - . e B L R (L e : IR L .I-\. it ees Tan S

This perfection of faith is achjeved, according to the Quran, when

the belmver is cﬂmpletely dcvuted to the Divine Being: * ai el ol
AL Such a devotee does not at all hesitate from sacrificing even his
life for a righteous cause. He will pay-the ultimate price, but will never
submit to any but the Dwma injunctions, nor will he agree to anything
which is evil:. |

et 0l JU _,ilf Uy L

-.--“" aﬁﬁ J yVd E_.-f / (/h

u’ y -...-»*:I..rl 2/ J
o o | | Lf’ 3 ol sl J’T ) \-ﬁ
- R J J"T s fr o s £y
S J uf;,i,.._..-m._..a
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Church, Ne Ged er, as he seys

o

he may suffer this depnvetlen if his writings are based on enythmg but. -
the principles of Quran, we can be sure that his stetement is Ilterallyl )

true. Indeed this is sueh a cardinal pnnelple of faith w:th hlm thet in

another. line he affirms eephetleelly that no ene can lwe as a true

Muslim except aeeerclmg to the Divine Laws enunciated in the Quren
g Ul (LI s |
B3 ul/ B .

The second pemt to which Iqhal draws our attention is that the
Prephet of God eenstltutes the perfeet exemple e oo 1 for the

believers. This point has been breught out by Iqbal repeatedly, and he
expresses it most  forcefully in the lifie:

JJIJJJIIJL}J.?UVJGM#

. . . . LT : .. T
i : - - . .. - o [T
ekl (S e+ SR N PR R, 1 SUUR L PYLR L WP T F U S PP LI LA, TE -
s gL L A 47 - L] M T L - -
- - 1 o oo™ o o . . o

[
ol

A T2V Saes 20 N1 ]

Igbal was a most ardent devotee of the Hely Prephet, fer whom .‘ {'

he had the greatest veéneration. He considered thef all created thmgs m , E,{
the universe which pessees consciousness and des:re ean be dl‘i’kﬂﬂd . ;1'
into two eategenes those which are illuminated by the light ef the Hel}r o ;i
Prophet’s persenahly, end those whleh are seekmg th:s hght - #
| :..ul ..r-.u‘ u/Ir J' f L,” o Jf

...-r"l,-fl.r:lq,s 7AD"
-'Hfdwul#';ﬁl;ﬂl_

After stressing the lmpertanee ef the Quran and the Sunnah in-
Igbal’s life and work, let us see how he deals with the ﬁmdemental.l
principle of Tauhid. In a detalled anelys:s of Cemmumsm mede in one

of his works i.e. the Maﬂmeﬂ ‘U/rl.f’f#--'!f J-I-JIJJ ", he EKPI&IHS that - s

this deetrme IS based on seme negatwe slegans, sueh es “Ne kmgs Ne -

tL-*r U U'bﬂf‘
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~culture and evolution nf cwlhzed sumety It was through Iqgbal’s
"' mspmng poems that the peuple of the sub-continent at the begmmng of
: _ this century became acquamted with such names as :

Jo ol fos e o QU8 S/ and Jt# with the consequent
% awakening of general interest in Islamic learning. If Igbal bad done
~"nothing else except rekindle this spirit of appreciation of their own
-~ cultural heritage among the Muslims, he would have done the greatest
| service 1o the cause of Mushm renalssancf: But he did much more than
this: he- revwed their faith in their religion. He used the latest

develnpments in mudern phllusnphy, psychology, and science to show

,.}:5 the validity of religious belief and the value of religious experience. A
,,‘% logical and coherent account of his 1_deas is given in his lectures on the
?.;; “Reconstruction of Religious Thought in Islam”. But these Lectures are
é; | highly phllnsuphmal and many people prefer to turn to his enchanting
sl versesto obtain their jnspiration and guidance,

’;Z{, | The first thing whmh should be remembered in this connection is
’ff Igbal’s emphatlc assemnn that whatever he has said is taken from the

. -
M
I.
-
=
'
=,
-

Quran and is in coriformity wnh the spmt of the Holy Book. In his
second great Mathnaw ‘G277 r s, he exhorts the Holy Pruphet to judge
" whether he has said any thmg which is inconsistent with the Quran, and
“if s0, fo denounce hlm on the Day of Judgement
| o gz o w1 S
.:.-f*l/‘”-'uu’/_-fff,,;:
J/ J P r/[f J L 1V4
(_)'( JL r..flv J s YUl I

I/ urlf;;;li’/;u
l,-JL,.AAJa_.

| It _pan he easﬂy reallsed that fnr Iqhal whnse must cherished
| ambltmn was to be buried at thie Pruphet § feet there cnuld be no
graater pumshment than:to be dnprwed of the pnwlege of Kissing the
Pmphat‘s feet on the Day of judgment Therefure when he avows that
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9. IQBAL’S CONCEPT OF A MUSLIM!

!

i

I have explained on other nccasmns that hke all truly great men, i |

Igbal’s pe:rsunahty is cnns:derably develuped in several dlrectmns He
is an erudite scholar, a profound thinker and an msplred poet, But the

constant current which is flowing through ali his acttvities is that of -_

faith in the Divine Spirit and belief in the ﬁmdamental pnnc:ples of
Islam.

TR NP PR L] Sy
F - -

s

-

At a very early stage in his career Iqbal had seen tha_t the spread
of modern education was having a disastruﬁs effect upon the rehgious

o

“m

) L] -
- - - ’ LI -
e g D it S ottt ] - e

R et
L W T T PRI G U
oy w1 o T o, N LI
LWy wr P

beliefs of the younger generations who were being caught Increasingly
in the whirl of materialism. A great part of his wntmgs throughout his
life was devoted, therefore, to the crusade against this onslaught of. -
agnostic and atheistic movements among the Muslim people. He

utilised his versatile genius, his vast knowledge of classical and modern

thought, and his unnvalled powers of expression, to describe the; basn: %},’ﬂ
ideology of Islam in a most attractive language wh:ch catches the L

T
. _h.'{.-'ﬂ'.-l-q"n_J .-!'4-

imagination of the people, appeals to their heart and turns their attention
to the study of the Quran and to the life and work of the Holy Prophet. |
It is a well-known fact that the political domination of the East by

1t _I' al ala

3 Ty

Western powers and the phenomenal success of modem science and i
technology i in the 19th century, had 1mpressed and affected our penple . -
so much that, being submerged by a feeling of mfenur:ty, they had i
become ignorant and nblwlnus of their own glnnﬂus hentage Vﬂry few N i
people had any idea uf the cuntnbutmns uf Mushms tn knuwledgc,

' Bast Pakistan, inan English Journal in Chitagon, published in 1962.63, "~ .
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“Do not tie up thyself with the chain of fate; there is always a

way u:nder the-heaven. If thou dost not believe, then arise and see, that
as soon as thnu startest, thou findest a whole field open before thee”.

(Igbal).
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“The detenninatiun is yours, and therefore it is for you to.ordain”,

That is why we are responsible for our good and evil deeds, and
as such, merit reward or punishment.

The whole- prublem becomes quite clear now, and we understand
the meaning of such verses of Igbal as:

J,ﬁgxﬂ;/br,‘l/fdm
P Vs 7 6 &y 28 = e iz 1

“Exalt thy ego to such an extent that before each determmatmn |

the Lord should ask thee: ‘say’ ‘what dost thou desire”,

Mohiuddin Ibn-i-Arabi had expressed this truth in the follumng |

words:

%;nl‘ac.ih'ﬂ&.l:n?daﬂ t"

“The Lord bestnws only that upon a thmg whmh is gwen to it by
its nature”, |

Thus the truth lies between ‘Jabr and Qadr‘ e«x-plainad_by
“Imam J’afar Sadiq; | |

| wﬁ‘uﬂﬂlwwhﬁ? .
“There is no ‘Jabr’ and no *Qadr’, but the truth lies between these:
two. |

If we understand this, there is no need fnr us to lament over our.
fate; our fate is in ourselves. -

Ta_u"'u;uwufh:d_f o
fe. F ud W G2 o7
Wz .fJ-I’ ,,Ci‘._:_ <5
?.g_fu[ul:f 253 3

“Why is thy river not u.verﬂwms?_
" Why is thine ego nnt'a ‘mustim’?

Thy Iamentannn of thy fate isinvain: -

Why art thou not the arblter of thy fate?"” (Iqbal) et
“Our cude uf actmn shnuld ﬂwrefure he based un the fnllnwmg
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1l

like that; you have always been like that — potentially of course. Your
H potentialities are your own. That is why you are considered a free agent,
and made respunmble: for your acts. This is ‘Qadr’ (freedom). The
realization of the potentialities, i.e. the creation, is from God. This is
‘Jabr’ ((Detenninatidn) The great Muslim philosopher and mystic,
Mohiuddin lhn-l-Arabl has expressed this lucidly in one sentence:

3 e 3 ?ijmmn sl P ek O ot S
" A o stanial g azodal
“It is not possible for the eternal category (object of God’s
knuwledge) to be realized externally, (created) in its person ﬂl‘ in its
; acts, but according to its nature, its characteristics and its capabilities”.
5, - The apparent cunt;admtmn is thus removed and the conflict
** resolved. The creation is from God, but it takes place according to the

- nature of the thing. The nature of the thing, being an object, of God’s
; Knowledge, is eternal. Thus we get the reconciliation between these
5;1 two' aspects. Although everything is éreated by God, and to this extent,
< jtis determined, still its external realization (creation) and its actions are
taking place according to its eternal nature. Herein lies its freedom. The
Quran has stated this explicitly
(1§ 1V ) 0502 el e JS e oSG
“The Lord gave you what (your eternal nature) asked.” At
another place the Quran says: |
(Y e)- :_P}“Mﬁp%-“*“’ﬁ:’}d Ul
“We give them theit full share without any loss™.
Mnhmddm Ibn- -Arabi has explained this as follows ;—-
e (Kb i A e (S !
“Whatever is ordained for us, it is according to our nature rather
- weare urdammg it ourselves accnrdmg to our nature”, |
| The pre-detenmnatmn is thus proved to emanate from the nature

=and charautensucs of thmgs“ creatmn Slmply ﬁj“ﬂwt, these
charactenstms That is why 1t is smd o R |

'.-E"r

- I-ﬁ ‘-S:J'ljx..-u'l).\.nll
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‘which the- detenmntsts mtss. al‘ld whese tgnersnee eeuses sll the

will imply their susceptibility to be increased or decreased sometime,
which in its turn would imijly a sort of defect in: God. But we be]ieve -
that God is perfect iril-His Being 4s well as in-all His Attributes. This is i
our second axiom. Thus God’s 'kﬂessrledge -is'-perfeet, and therefore the 4
objects of His knowledge aie also perfect and unehengeab:’e Thls is our
second fundamental conchision. |

L e m

Since the objects of God’s kﬁe‘wledge are- eternal and

o

unchangeable, it follows as a corollary that their characteristics and

. L. . . . L= .
e e el e ey CraSiaa I

espshthttes ate also eternal and unchiangeable, since these espsbthtles

cannot ever be conceived as refoved ﬁ'em the objects themselves.
An object of God’s knewledge is called ‘Uttlmste Reshty . 4
‘Eternal Category’ or ‘Nature of Thing’. |
Now creation requires Wlll and God’s will depen'ds upenf'His' 3

knowledge, since all His Acts are belteved to have some reason (J}

1
Creation itself is nothing but the rcalisation or expressten of the eternal ?!
categories (i.e. of the objects of God’s knewledge) eutsrde Himself. i
That which is coming out (is being ereste_d) .extsts slresdy- from eternity ?f{|
as an object of God’s knowlédge. Only its- e:tpress'iet;'-'er creation’ is g
new, and it is then called a “tliing’! The “thifigs’ aré intfinsically éternal tg;
as known objects ; ‘exterrially; they: are God’s eresttens, and’ in thetr };EJ

individuality and persemf' cation they are separate from God:

Now eenslder the act of creation. Altheugh the thmgs dre betng
created by Ged erestten is takmg plsee seeerdmg to-the ehsrsetensttes
the espabtllttes and thé nature: of the things- themselves We havé seen
that the nature of a thmg is’ eternal and unehsngeable It isfot- bemg E
erested beeeuse it slresdy extsts froni’ etermty Thts 1s the exeet pemt : A

‘confusion. - People usustly srgue like™ thts “Se-and-*ssr hes **smned :_:"- I
because his fature was evil; hlS Tiatiire: was slse made byﬁ Ged t]terefere R
He is riot respenstble for’ hts evll deed 2 But tHe ire:y prénttse :s wreng, 1

Se-end S0'S neture was net erettted by Ged it was alfeatty tﬁere It is

.1_., -\_...—\,.. - -""h;-'\-\.-'.r\- -r\- ':"'

useless to cry; _Why wss I mede ltke thet“'? Yeu hsve ot been made 3

B -sr‘ﬂa rh""ff’"

Martat.com



74 4

c thing, its realisable pnssibiﬁties which lie within the depths of its

..,.......,_. ._.._, . .
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nature, and socially actualize themselves without any feeling of external

compulsion”. (Lectures : pp. 67 et Seq).
But he has not given any detailed arguments or logical analysis,
and has not made the point quite clear. From his powerful Lectures as
well as from his beautiful poems, we get to know very well the two
aspec;s; of pre-determination and free-will. But the internal conflict is
not resolved; the doubt and perplexity-still remain in the mind of his
reader. | |
The uld_Muslim'thinkers, however, have considered this problem,
and have tried to reconcile the apparent contradiction, ‘They have
explained how the freedom of man’s actions can be established inspite
of the fact that everything has been created by the Lord. In order to
make thiis essay logically cumplete it seems desirabie and wurth-whlle
to reproduce these arguments here.’
| - We believe in the existence of God and in His Omniscience. This
is our fundamental axiom on which ali further arguments are based.
Those who do not believe this, part company from us here at the very
outset, and need not pursue the matter further. Since God knows every
~ thing, His knowledge requiréé ‘objects’ which are known. These objects
are His own “ideas”. As God is omniscient from eternity, and
knowledge is impossible withoist the 'knn_wn objects, therefore these
objects of God’s knqv;*ledge (which we have seen are His own ideas)
 are also eternal. Knowledge is one of God’s attribu'LES, and must always
be associated with Him, otherwise it will imply His ignorance which is
inconceivable, Thus we.arrive at the inevitable conclusion that God is
atemal hence His knnwledge is eternal, and cunsequently the objects af
His. knnwiedge are. also eternal, “This is- the first fundamental result
whmh we shall utlhse in. our arguments, Now we also believe that all
-Gndf_s_At,tnbutes are perfect, they cannot be vanable, as their variation

" "M Valtuddin: Joumal, Osmania University, Vol VIL; pp. 45-55,
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“Iqbal has described this aspect of pre-detenmnatmn in a few
beautiful lines in Javed Namah : R |
A S IR i
eA 0 S L s
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“Do you know where your understanding mind comes from?

Who gives the wisdom to the Philosophers, and the inspiration to the

Prophets? Whence comes the soul and its acts and miracles? The force

of your oratory is net your own, ‘nor is the heat of your actions

genérated by you. All these bounties you receive from Nature, and

Nature has been created by its Creator”. | .
Thus we have here a thesis 'an.dr' a.ntiithes'i's: mé'thesis ETIONE:

(ah-.'ra =) "piwh_:.,._sl_._., . u*p&L-aILu," L

“And whatever has happened to you, it is your own hand that. has
earned it” (25 : 5) This shows man’s cnmplete freedum of ar:t:nn and

his full respunmblllty The anti-thes:ls i5:.
(1:* -uLn..all_,) " u,.u.w Y ,.szu;.m,“

“And God has created yuu and also your. actions”, There. is an
apparent contradiction in these mro aspects: and Iqbal has stated bothof

them in a forceful language-at different places. The crux nf the whnle- S

problem lies in " the- attempts 10 Teconcile: these W' apparently:'

cuntradmmry statements, Iqbal has Just: tnuched un thIS pmnt whenrhe :
says that “The destmy nf a thmg, then ‘s nut an unrelentmg fate S -

warkmg from w:thnut llke a task-master it 15 the mward reach uf a
, LR
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ve'rées, -pninting- to man’s freedom of action. Here are a few which state
that God is the Creator of our being, our attributes and our actions, in
=+ fact of everything. o
o | oy madS Basly A Uyl Lo
(09

iy AP el S JS s

| e oS 8 e S s
(OY-OF.,odll)

.',I . I_"'l‘l 1 T A Y |:'r|1_

“And we have created everything according to a plan; and our
order was but one like the twinkling of an eye.” “And every thing that
they do, is written in the scriptures; and every small or big action 1s
writien down”. (54 : 49-50, 52-53).

Another verse is quite explicit on this point that not only our
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being but also-our actions have been created by the Lord :

(9 o\ ialls) "Gshasile 5pSELS dlily”

““And the Lord has created you, and your actions”. There are also

L
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séveral Traditions and sayings of the Holy Prophet, which are in the

- same vein. One of them runs as follows:

I'Jb&‘wnﬁjnﬂwbwywékﬁwyy
(r'bm)

“Nu one can become.a true believer uniess he believes that the
1 ~ creation of guud and evil is from God.” But the -prophet has also
i en]mned that this does not mean that we should stop action. We should
rather cantmue 10. act, because that which has been pre—nrdamed has
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been made easy fnr us: -
(plowo) "4 e JSB e Jas"

On annther occasion when the Holy: Prpphet was gsked “whether
the acts that we do and the medmme that we use ¢an change the destiny
pre-urdamed by Gnd“ The Huly Prﬂphe.t rcphed that this also happens
by the wﬂl of God. = .
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120 .
submission, If you heve got the courage to ge ferwerd the spsee is
unbeunded and Geds eeunny is infinite.”

In one of his Urdu peems Iqbal hes gwen a very ﬁne 1llustretlen
of the condition of those people who plead their 1mpetenee egemst the l

workings of fate, and thus wish to escape the pumshment for their evil
deeds. The Devil goes before the Almlghty Lord, and pleads not guiity,
because his refusal to bow down before Adam was pre-destined. The

Lord asks the devil when he found this out, before the refusal or after.
The Devil replies that he found this out afterwards. Then the Lord turns
to the angels, and says:

- ...
e e e e _marau bttty

“F L B2 b’:' 'LF/‘ o D-r ;
L 4 Lf.ui f djf}l. (_j;l e | S, e . a
m oo o 0F Lo W !
S |
“His evil nature has taught him thls eententlen he says, “It was ¥

Thy Will, O Lord, that I should not bew dewn befere Adam, He y
is calling hlS freedom helplessness He is trymg to meke eut thet
his flame is nothing but smoke.” L o
As | have explemed above, Iqbal has stressed this point of men S iﬂ
freedom of action and their respenslhlhty for thelr deeds, beeeuse he - JIJ
saw that his people were steeped in a centuries-old fatalism which hed i
deprived them of the power of eetlen and had breught them down to g 3
very low cultural level. He had, hewever, not lost sight of the other _
aspect of this thomy question. He knew thst the true path for a bellever
lies between 2 (determinism) and .4 (ﬁ'eedem), and quotes the Hely ',
Prophet. L s B
As a metter ef faet, the Quren alse expresses beth these espeets ef
the questlen 1n qulte plem werds We heve alresdy repredueed several !

.-:r t—.-u-F
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another fate from God, if one+fate does not agree with him. It is quite in
order if a man prays to God for a fiesh destiny, because there are an
infinite number of fates in the limbo of possibilities, and the work of

;ufufff;d:}f
Lo g o df

s §1F 9 LB N7
= l.g'l ) g = .r,ui S Ui

Creation is unending :

Wheﬂ the Muslim people lost their energy and vitality, and began
shirking the arduous tasks, they adopted the Wrong interpretation of the
concepts of ‘Qismat® and ‘Taqdir’, and called their lethargy and
inactivity by the grandinsé terms *,.o’ (patienée), JS# (contentment),
and .05 (submission). Iqbal has repeatedly pointed out the fallacy in
such arguments, and explained that ‘Tawakkul’ or ‘Taslim’ does not
mean that one should laf,' down one’s tools and stop all activity; it
means that one should always continue to make one's best efforts, and
then leave the result to God.
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“Evcry branch pmnts to this subtle truth, that even the plants have
_thc desn*e fnr the wnde SpﬂCE The sr;:ed does nnt remain content with the
! . | darkness nf thc aml 1t has a cravmg for shuntmg nut and for gmwth Do
not. supprcss the funetions ﬂf your nature, this is not what is meant by

' Marfat.com
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nothing but a translation of the Quranic verse: 4;'1110&_! PYCRVIS ICRPN

Igbal has condemned m stmﬁg terms those fatalists who ascribe
their miseries and sorrows to the wnrkiﬁgs of the inexurﬁble fate. and
thus try to shlrk their I‘ESpDﬂSlblllty He mterpreté a fatahst m Javed
Namah, by statmg that: |

et g_ﬁ f‘:/ ’ -JFL—'
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“It is God’s Will that some people are ﬁeedy’ and :dEprived _uf all
the good things of the wnrld"'Gud'has made the';' ruiei's and the ruled.
None but God has w1ller.:l thasa thmgs and therefnre we cannot fi ght

" WM;,‘_;M1TJL:H-:h:m .,

aganst our fate”,

-_-..,._-:..5..::“_ 3

s Lo T

When the wise old man on Mars hears these lamentations of the

- —

- good-for-nothing fatalists, he turns round and exclaims:
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“Since you believe in bemg in cnnfllct w:th ynur uwn persunal:ty,. b/
the world of your ideas’ has becume yuur pnsnn If what _vuu say :s the_' = '
religion, then- it makes a needy person mure needy strll What surt uf a' | |
religion is it that puts’ yuu to sleep, and keelas ynti m perperual s]umher'? : :

Isita rehglﬂn or an enchannnent ? Is It a rahgmn nr a narcntic drug'?“ =
Then the Marnan Ph:lusupher EH_]BII‘IS the f‘atahsts tu demand

Martat.com



“The inhabitants of the Earth lost their ego, and did not
understand the secret of ‘taqdlr (fate). That secret-is sm‘rply this; it
'(fate) alters when you refﬂnn ynurselves It- you ‘become mere dust, fate
scatters you in space. But if you turn into “stone, it drops you oh the
glass. If you become dew, your hff: is evanescent like the drop; but. if

- you becomne an ocean, you survive for ever.”
“ ‘This shows that although God is thé Creator-of olr being as well

" as of our actions, still whatever happens:does so according to our

.. nature, and in this sense we are the arbiters of our. ('cstiny. The creative
= activity of God never. ceases; whenaver He wishis for something; He

just lays dnwn the word ‘Be’, and it becnmes

o,

I () U,S..: u‘ a3 JoB 31 0Bt 13 g Ll g3 Ladh
Igbal utilises this incessant creative activity of the Almighty God.,
to show that a man’s fate can be altered .

i '-F. &

E7TIR TR V" R B VRN VI Y G

‘© you, who say that “this and that was destined to happen, and
therefore it happened it cnuld not have been otherwise’, you have not
understuud the true meamng nf‘ destiny. You have seen neither yourself
nor Gnd A true behever has a short of intimacy with God and says-to
Hlm' “We are wnth Ynu, 0 Lord 50 ynu. Be with us.”’ The believer’s
= detenmnatmn 15 the mstlgatur of Gnd‘s Will: the arrow that he shoots in
': . the hattla:—ﬁeld c:umes frnm Gud Himself ” Thls last line of Igbal is

Marfat.com



148

Verily we proposed to Ihe Hf:avens and to the earth and to the-. ;

mountains 1o receive the **trust’, but they, refused the burden and lhey

feared to recewe it. Man undertuuk 1o hear it, but has proved lllljllSL o

senseless™ : (33 72)

lgbal admits that a most degradmg type of fatalism has preva:led |

in the wurld of Islam fnr mary centunes He ascnbes its prevalence

partly to phllnsnphlcal thought, partly to pﬂlltlcal expediency, and

partly- to the gradually diminishing force nf the llfe-lmpulse whlch

establish the theory of the accumpllshed fact’ | in order to support
vested interests, and to make the nppressed peuple recuncﬂed to their
fate. Iqbal points out the analmgy of modern philosophers like Hegel
and Augustus Comte _]ustlfymg mtel]ectually the capztallstlc suucture nf
Sncrety Igbal denies vehemently that the ‘morally degmdmg kind of
fatalism which the European critics of Islam sum up in the word
e (Qismat) has any bas:s m the Quran It has been thrust on the.:
ignorant masses.by dlstnrtmg the Is!amlc teachmg* and mlsmterpretmg
the Quramc verses at the expense nf the plam meamng He says that the

Quramc verse [,:.u; opad g S5 ‘_JS d.b- Gnd created all thmgs and’
assigned to each its destmy” dues not mean that the destmy of a thmg -

1s an-unrelenting fate wurkmg, ﬁ'um wnthnut hke a task master It nnly
means that every thmg,_ls reallsmg its pnss:bllmes and 15 actmg
according to its own _intrinsic nature w1thnut any feelmg nf extemal
compulsion. Hﬂ explams this further in Javed Namah
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Islam imparted to it followers.. The Quran was misinterpreted to
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believe; and let him whu_wi]lr be an unbeliever” (18:28).
o Again, the Quran says: —
‘HwiﬁrﬂﬂdLﬂjrs;ulﬂirﬁuﬁhjrﬁua:j

| “If ye do well, to your own behoof wﬂl ye do well ; and if ye do

F’

evil, agamst 'yourself will ye doit”. (17 : 7).
Igbal points out that “Islam recognises a very important fact of

human'Psychulngy, i . the rise and fall of the power to act freely, and
1S an_xiuﬁs to retain the power to act freely as a constant and
undiminished factor in the life of the ego. The timing of the daily
prayer, which according to the Quran bestows self-possession to the ego
by bringing it into closer touch with the ultimate source of life and
 freedom, is intended to save the ego from the mechanising effects of

sleep and business. Prayer in Islam is the ego’s escape from mechanism
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to freedom”.

Iqbai explains further the concept of the human ego’s freedom by
considering the Quranic legend of the Fall of Man. He shows that
conirary to the account given in Jewish literature, the Fall (accdfding to

LR Ly Mt 1111
a2

ﬁ;
Ly

""iﬁ-q_;g. B

Quran) does not mean any moral depravity, it is man’s transition from

AL -ﬁ"#%’%@
ARk R

~ simple consciousness to the first flash of self-consciousness, a kind of
* waking from the dream of nature with a throb of personal causality in
one’s own being. He affirms that goodness is not a matter of
cpmpuls_inn: it is the self’s free surrender to the moral ideal, and arises

& of the willing co-operation of free egos. He says that a being whose

A

movements are wholly determined like a machine cannot produce
goodness, and then arrives at the conclusion that freedom is a condition

T M L m e A e T
= Y ""I'lfl.q.' RS e A

wply

of goodness. The: Quran says that;
‘And for tnal will we test you with ev:l and with good.’ (21 : 36).
" acsd 7y ALY (S #5s" The Quranic verse describing man’s acceptance
of the: il the trust uf persunahty is a clear and irrefutable indication

LRt ;:.'..-.;-7._5
N 41

1= of the ego’s freedum‘
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this conclusion.

In the year 1927, however. Heisenberg made his epoch-makmg"

discovery of the Principle of lndetenmnacy in Quantum Mechanics,
which has demolished cumpletely Newton’s mechamcal determinism.
Heisenberg showed that the behaviour uf even a single atomic
particle is not determined:; there are an mﬁmte number of possibilities
out of which any one might happen. We can only be wise after the
event, and can say afterwards how it has actually behaved. Determinism

has since then dropped completely out of Physics. This.is due to the fact

that in order to know the state of any particle, we have to find both its

pnsitiun and its speed. Now it can be proved that both these quantities

cannot be determined  simultaneously with exactness. In order to
determine the position of the particle, we have to obsérve it by thrﬁWing
light on it. But, since this is exactl},?"the same thing as striking a ball
with another ball, the first ball will be 'displaced from its pusitinn The
very act of observation disturbs the pamcle Hence the uncertamly

about its position and speed. |

Nuw consider Newton's mechamsnc principle. It says that :f the

present is known, the future is determmed completely. But I—Ie:senberg

has shown that it is not possible to determine the present Therefbre the

future is indeterminate, This is the Pnnc:ple of Indeterrmnacy I have

given only the barest outline, shorn of all mathemat:cal reasoning. It is,

however, sufficient to show that the mechamsts and determmlsm Kave *
no more basis for their belief, As already remarked Iqbal had no

knowledge of these later develﬂpments in modern Physms and trled tu o

refute the arguments of the materialists by nther methods. AH the samu
he has arrived at the right cunclusmn about the freedom uf‘ the' egn ‘He

remarks that this ﬁ-eednm of conscious behavmur fﬂ”DWS frum the ik

view of ego-activity which the Quran? takes B
The Quran lays down: R
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- with the cause, the material Wniverse could not have been created by

- God who is not matenal

an the theory of Relativity and the Quantum theory have
estabhshed beyond dnubt that matter and energy are not Iwo different
thmgs but two aspects of the same entity, just as ice and steam are two
forms, of the same substance. Light has weight and inertia just like
matter. Both of them uav-:l sometimes like particies and sometimes like
waves. Matter is converted into energy and energy is converted 1nto
matter according to a formula which is called Einstein’s mass energy
relation. This formula has been proved not only theoretically, but also
by actual experiments in the Laboratory, by Millikan (1916) and by
Cﬂckcruﬁ and Walton (1932) Incidentally it is this formula which is
the basis of the atomic bomb. This discovery has taken away the ground
from under the feet of thé mechanists and the atheists. It shows us

clearly that God who is the nght of the heavens and of the earth could
very well have. created the universe :

| “ B _,‘f\,c_n,,;_.n A’
The second argument of the mechanists was taken from
determinism of the classical physics, prevalent upto the year 1927. It is

“a consequence of Newton’s Laws of Mechanics that if the state of a

-' dynammal system is known at the- present moment, it can be calcuiated

for any instant either in the past or in the future. This was the point

. emphasized by the poet in kiis famous lines:

- “Yea ! the First Dawn of Creation wrote
- What the East Day -qf Recknn_ing shall read.”
. The success of Newmn"slmechanics had led people to apply the
'same mechamcal principles even tn the psychnlugmal phenumena, and
the mechamcal brain was a favourite term in those days. This had given

I rseto absolute.and rigid determinism not only in the physical domatn.

but alsu n. human hlstury All our future actmns are determined

= _ﬂﬂmpletﬂly by our past' we have no cnntml over them and no choice in

the matter If we accept Newtun 5 Laws then there is no escape from
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the determmlem of the phyereel Umveree‘? By eenelderetlens based on
Cenﬁgumhen Psyehelegy he tr:es 10 reﬁne the e:rgumeme ef these who'
claini that the determm:sm ef the ege and that ‘of Nature ere not .
mutuelly exeluswe end thet the eelentrﬁe methed 1s equelly appheeble
to humen action, He was beund to- edept this method. because he
theught thet the principles end eeneluelen ef the physical science were
egemet hm. , |

Now it must be remembered that Igbal wrote hlS lectures before.

1928 and was therefere unable to take account of later develepments n
physical selenee which began ar about that time, and ‘whiich ‘have
entirely revelutmmzed the whole concept of matter, energy and
- eeusehty If: he had had knowledge of the latest developments he wonld -

. . .
' ol ) - T
i ' I G S T S PR, e -
—— bl 4T Rt aae femt——e e e e e e o 0

]
have pereerverl at once thet the advocates of mechanism and pre-- !
determmenen hed reelly no case, and their ergumente stood refuted by !
| |

the very phye:eel pnnelplee on whleh they were based, I shall try to |
explem this. brleﬂy | | - '.
The two fundementel prmelples of eleee:eel Physics which -
prevailed- in the 19th Century; and the first quarter of the present
'eentury were those ef‘ the absoluteness. of ‘matter and energy, and of
determmtem in meehemes - | B
It was believed that matter and energ}f were two entlrely end
ebselute!y different. entities, quite. mdependent of each other, Metter had .

- weight and inertia, whereas energy had no welght ‘Matter travelled in a -
corpuscular. manner ‘while energy was prepegeted by wevee There' Wee :
a separate law of conservation for matter and enelher for energy The
advogates of 2 (meehemem) took advantage ef‘ this phyeleel prmelple
and’ put forward the ‘notion of a treneeendent Ged eperetmg upen u
from without, and the real’ euther of allthat heppene in the Umveree
Man was nethmg but a tool; ebeymg the eemmend ef the Meeter, and
doirng. only whet has been pre—erdemed e R * B

The. eppenente of rehgmn !eek thle very dlfferenee ef' metter and 28 o

energy to pemt out that smee every effeet musr heve *seme resemblenee .. L

e — e e e e e e 1), M s mem e o e
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: Igbal argues that the ‘yet another make’ of man develops on the basis of
physical nrgamsm—that cnlﬂny of sub-egos through whmh a
profounder Ego constantly acts on him. and thus penmts him to build

" up a systematic unity of experience. [gbal thinks that the soul and the

body are not two different things in the sense of Descartes, independent

of each other, which are united some how in some mysterious way: He
considers this Cartesian hypothesis about the independent existence of
matter as perfectly gratuitous, and devotes a few pages of searching
analysis to establish this point. He takes up the relativistic conception
according to: Einstein’s theory that the body is not a thing situated in an
absolute void; it is a system of events or acts. The system of
experiences, called soul or ego, is, according 1o Iqbal, also a system of
acts. The characteristic of the ego is spontaneity whereas the acts

- composing the body repeat themselves.

1 - The body is aceumulated action or action of the soul, and as such

undetachable from it. He asserts that matter is a colony of egos of a

5 lower order out of which emerges the ego of a higher order. To remove

= any doubts and misconceptions, he explains; that the mere fact of the

- higher emerging out of the lower does not rob the higher of its worth

and dignity. He goes one step further, and affirms that it is not the

‘origin of a thing that matters, but the capacity, the significance and the

final reach of the emergent that is important. As the evolution of life

shows, though in the beginning the mental 1s dominated by the physical,
yet later on the mental as it grows in power, tends to dominate the
physical, . and may eventually - rise to a position of complete
independences. The Ultimate Ego that makes the emergent emerge is
immanent in nature, and is described by the Quran as ** aliall 5 i_, Je 3t

UL.LJi,’ ’ (the First and the Last, the Visible; and the Invisible).

It has already been remarked that the ego is not something rigid.
It .organizes 1tself in time, and is formed and disciplined by its own
expenances It mﬂuences and is itself mﬂuenced by Nature causally.
lqbal rmses the next: questmn whether the ego  determines its own
actwnty and if . su. how is thls self-determination of the egu related to
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Lord’s command” (17 : 85).
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[qbal draws our attention to the two words, ‘Amr’ and ‘Khalg®
used in the Quran to express the two ways in which the creatwe activity |

of God reveals itself to us, The word ‘Khalq’ expresses the relation of
God and the Universe of extension; and the word’

‘Amr’ expresses the
relation of God and the human ego. Thus it is seen from' the verse “ >4 )1

-l oe” that the essential nature of the soul is directive, as it proceeds
from. the directive energy of God. The personal pronoun used in. the
expression ¥ » {(My Lord) throws further llght on. the nature and
behaviour of the ego. It 1s meant to suggest that the soul mast be taken
as something individual and specific, with all the vanatmns in the
range, balance and effectiveness of its kind. As the Quran says:
e 508138 G050 3 43S L e a5
“Every man acteth afier his own manner, but your Lord well
knoweth who is best guided in his path” (17—84). o
Iqbal affi irms that a man’s expenence is nnly a senes nf acts :
mutually refemng to one another and held together by the mind of a
directive purpose. His whole reality lies in his d:rectwe attltude He
cannot be perceived like a thing in space, or a set of experience In time- -

duration; he must be interpreted, understood and appremated in his
judgements, in his will attitudes, in his ajms and aspirations. -

This is the answer Igbal gives in the light of Quranic teachmg to -
the first question as to the nature of the ego. o | o
Then Igbal goes over to the next questiun. How does the ego .
emerge within the spatm-tempural urder ? He fi nds the ‘answer o this
question in the Quranic verse - S S
Lihs o S 13 B Al dnda o5 - wbw%u‘umylkﬂ-‘-’--‘-ﬂ:"i '-
-—m,.um,ﬂs,unwlum. A.n..LnJIL.p.b.suL:A.nLJI_-,
o (w-ww,..n) "._,:-TLLL--ubL..JI‘u
| “Nuw of fine clay have We created man: There We placed him, a
moist germ in a safe abnde then made We thc mﬂzst gen_n_ a clut uf‘
blnud then made the clﬂtted b]und mtu a prece uf ﬂesh then made the
piece of flesh into- bones: and We cluthed the bnnes Wlﬂ'l ﬂesh Tizen

braughr ﬁ:rr!h man ﬂf yef anﬂfher make" (23 12 14) Frum thls verse

-.-
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The problem, thereforex lies at the root of religion and morals,
and calls for a satisfactory solution at the very outset. Igbal has
expresséd his views on this fundamental problem both in his poetical
works and in his lectures on the Reconstruction of Religious Thought in
Islam, In a short essay it would not be possible to give an exhaustive
account of all that Igbal has said on the subject. I must postpone this to
some future occasion, and cunﬁﬁe: myself to giving a brief review and a
crifical anaiysi_s of his ideas, bringing out the essential points raised by

him, and 'deltermining how far he has dealt with them satisfactorily, and

‘whether he has been successful in finding a definite solution. In a

previous essay, | have analysed Igbal’s conception of Time and Space,
and have pointed out that Iqbal believed the problem of Space and Time

to be a guestion of life and death for the Muslims. It is most unforiunate

that his failing health prevented him from elaborating and elucidating

this vital point, viz. the spatio-temporal relationship of the human
individuall_ and the Ultimate Ego. This would have given us a deep and
revealing insight into the thorny question of free will or predestination.
In the absence of an authﬂritafivc presentation of the subject by him, we

havé 10 console ourselves with the few paragraphs in the Lectures, and

. the scattered verses in the poetical works, to see how he interprets the

Divine Teachings revealed to the Holy Prophet.

First of all Iqbal considers what light modem Psychology throws
on the nature of the ego. He criticises William James’ conception of
cunscmusness as a “straam of thought”, and remarks that although it is
an ingenious descnptmn of our mental- life, it is not true to

'_c_nnscmusness ‘as we find it in ourselves. According to him
‘consciousness is something single, presupposed in all mental life and
not bits of consciousness, mutually re:purting to one another. We
appremate the ego ltself m the act of perceiving, judgmg and willing,

The Quran is ciear on thf-. dll‘EElWB function of the ego:

| uu_r-"uﬂrzﬁ‘&r»"uf—&a-b—-u |
e “And they ask thee of the soul. Say the soul proceeded from my
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8. IQBAL AND THE PROBLEM OF FREE WILL'

The problem of Free will and Predeténninatiﬁn, has always beeﬁ
one of the most significant and crucial problems in the history of human
thought. It has been discussed in almost ali ages sjlrice .mari began to -.-i".
think consciously. All the great leaders of religion and philosophy have = |

tried to pronounce judgement on it, so as to devise a code of behaviour

. - LT} .- - -
i il r ey gl P L e e -

for mdividuals. If we believe in a life hereafter, and in punishment or ;
rewards for deeds done in this world, then it becomes a matter of i
paramount importance and necessity to settle ihe_ question whether we

are free in our acts or whether there is a higher will than our own which. ¥

has predetermined the course we would follow in any case.. For it is
apparent that reward or pumshment can be mated out only if we are free
agents, making our own choice of the good and ewl acts. There would

seem to be no justice in making a man -respnns:ble _fnr acts which are
pre-destined. As Iqbal says:

{*_",J’ 53437 Jrs J? Jl Uli’
.:-;.f 304 :.'... a:l" UJL?
U‘,Jﬂu&wﬁfdfl/
Jlﬂ.ﬂf ) ,f :J" :f

“Who has created the ‘world? Whuse beauty does it reﬂect‘? O
Lord, you ask me to beware of the Devll but tell me Whﬂ has
brought him up?” | -

l Read- ut the Igbal Day at the hcwernur Genﬂml‘s Huuse, Kamt:hl un ZI-ApnI [95[1
and an expanded version published:in the Memorial ‘Volame* praseqted 10 Maulw
Mohammad Shaf‘ of the Panjnf, Umirurs:ty. Lahurc. n. 1955 T e
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