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How these revelations actually arose in Muhammad's

mind is a question which is almost as idle to discuss as

it would be to analyze the workings of the mind of a

poet. In his early career, sometimes perhaps in its later

stages also, many revelations must have burst from him

in uncontrollable excitement, so that he could not

possibly regard them otherwise than as divine
inspirations. We must bear in mind that he was no cold
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systematic thinker, but an Oriental visionary. brought

up in crass superstition. and without intellectual
discipline; a man whose nervous temperament had been
powerfully worked on by ascetic austerities, and who
was all the more irritated by the opposition he
encountered. because he had little of the heroic in his
nature. Filled with his religious ideas and visions he
might well fancy he heard the angel bidding him to

recite what was said to h:’m.6
J}Cf}fgkl?\}g";Q:QEJJ?WEJJE*Fﬂ;;biLéﬂ;
SESIT ) SIS NSl B O N T
S S e e 25 L ok e LUy JanE
J u“.f_,;L‘ILFJ#J;:’;A.ﬁ::.JI/L’?rLK_,:L’Ib’u?;rgf

| i Lf('yu"..rudflniubfssdiyluy.flulgf}/&_u U Py

_LLJ/("‘L}'HJU%:_MA:(’LKW}“ :(L,Jhrd‘//_.

gJﬁﬁd'fﬁ dh-‘-..J!Jﬂ;ﬂgj‘ﬂ)-/ﬂ._JUﬂ dr;:.*,&}?d/.!:
-&ﬁ’.rr:_.f L—:r(;/ﬂﬁ’_{_ J/.:jcr_. :-—L;r.:.":_fﬁ;_;l_. L oS sa
S AvAL" lfl_';r.:g?;d;b’/ﬁ C 1t T ) 2 0 LG58 g

PG NI L S e S e Ln SO 2 LI

L LfrJJM JJU'/’FH.#L?.HH/’ .s’L...J:z.‘: (Compilation)
Juur_'/_uf’l/Lu"":n.»-':'g,tmfnl_-ufc.. &0y
1t 2bs JE e i TS5 Kb e 2 R S
:%Ujéﬂ;;JLJI-iLTL

Uthman's Qur'an was not complete. Some passages are

evidently fragmentary; and a few detached pieces are

still extant which were originally parts of the Qur'an,
although they have been omitted by Zaid. Amongst these
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are some which there is no reason to suppose

Muhammad desired to suppress. Zaid may easily have
overlooked a few stray fragments, but that he purposely
omitted anything which he believed to belong to the
Qur'an is very unlikely. It has been conjectured that in
deference to his superiors he kept out of the book the
names of Muhammad's enemies, if they or their families

came afterwards to be r.:-',:*.g.t:msf'.':ﬁsa'.9
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When the Surahs are arranged in the chronological
order of their composition and compared with the
events in Muhammad's life, we see that there is much
truth in the statement that the passages were—nol, as
Muslims say, revealed, but—composed from time to
time, as occasion required, to sanction each new
departure made by Muhammad. The Qur'an is a faithful
mirror of the life and character of its author. It breathes
the air of the desert, it enables us to hear the
battle-cries of the Prophet's followers as they rushed to
the onset, it reveals the working of Muhammad's own
mind, and shows the gradual declension of his
character as he passed from the earnest and sincere
though visionary enthusiast into the conscious impostor

and open sensualist. ¢
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It is clear, from all that has been said, that the first

source of Islam is to be found in the religious beliefs

and practices of the Arabs of Muhammad's day. From

this heathen source, too, Islam has derived the practice

of Polygamy and that of slavery, both of which, though

adding nothing to their evil effects in other respects,
Muhammad sanctioned for all time by his own adoption
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Faith, Repentance, Heaven and Hell, the Devil and his
Angels, the heavenly Angels, Gabriel the Messenger of
God, are specimens acquired from some Jewish source,
either current or ready for adoption. Similarly familiar
were the stories of the Fall of Man, the Flood, the
destruction of the Cities of the Plain, &c. — so that
there was an extensive substratum of crude ideas

bordering upon the spiritual, ready to the hand of

Muhammad

r'u.flﬁ M E e Lo f IRt S o JB KU
U g__y:,c)flc_,_m,..;,i_ﬁ/”uhﬁiu'ﬁﬂ‘
Jd L L/Iﬁ(acceptance);-;'x’d/ﬂﬁc;-ﬁ;-'ufixf L Y
Je bl 6132 FUlz - SEL Cgluz e sl
la.,-A...fbH&lea.ﬂj;ﬁnf&u*.ri;ﬁiw“iﬂL)"'L,
E/‘b-"'ul/’nléﬂ.ix/fu’flr;.r{,:/:(d:féﬁ;u'/’-Gdftf/
PEAO WIS UL Ty ek B % it A7 s
'ﬂ_J_LJJ:‘JﬂJ:UE.;(_}/ch s b’.:.,w_wu:'du-fk:?/-”v/

Marfat.com



Ur#A1L L ASL L?})-?JJV!’HLJLPJ[L/?IL WJ:ULJUI”W_
1yl = 'JWUJLJL%fJLJVd.yLde,!M®-¢.l5’
d'/f:f_feJJ-JVJU:WL Jf'h--f'ifﬁ'/:fu‘/-u.féj-f-‘-
Pt J)JJL;’JJWJI-”U:J'J}I J;u:l:ru;f JQVL )% L A5
Setutnbelvtt Zonga JSUitd £k Suiv
gf.- -< Jb:" S TOLEY 1l e ..__fl (origin) s4<* b/ui.::fs::_ de
e IS e § il

swo L2 ST Qs epla o D37 Ut L £ 2
"Influence of Christianity and ¢/#F ¥\ 1L JI-c > )/
fa:. Lf#_. PP~ -\ JI- < ., Christian Apocryphal Books"
Hiﬁrruf!/”gpm:fdau*-’ Wk e fe AU dLes /i
B/JJJJ'J I3[ Uzl dW!C’;’Y‘J’UUuLHJU’fL(VL
Bt AL mémku‘.ﬁé JENE 5L bl
eSSk cre Nl B iwl o F /o
S WL Jliﬁ_l,_fJﬁ-uﬁguT}?Cf@;uulgi_ U

In his youth, we are told, Muhammad heard the

preaching of Quss, the Bishop of Najran, and he met

many monks and saw much of professing Christians

when he visited Syria as a trader before his assumption
of the prophetic GﬁiCE.¢
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It may be safely concluded that, since the tales of the
kings of Persia were of interest to the Arabs and they
had heard of Rustam and Isfandiyar, they are unlikely
to have been quite ignorant of the story of Jamshid. Nor
is it probable that the Persian fables regarding the
ascension to heaven of Arta Viraf and of Zoroaster
before him, their descriptions of Paradise and the
Bridge of Chinvat and tile tree Hvapah, the legend of

Ahriman's coming up out of primaeval darkness, and
many other such marvellous tales, had remained
entirely unknown to the Arabs. If they were known, it
was natural that Muhammad should have made some

use of them, as he did of Christian and Jewish
!egends®
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Everyone of the main principles which we have found
mentioned as inculcated by Zaid is dwelt upon in the
Qur'an also. Among these may be instanced: (1) the
prohibition of killing infant daughters by burying them
alive, according to the cruel custom of the Arabs of the
time; (2) the acknowledgment of the Unity of God, (3)
the rejection of idolatry and the worship of Al-Lat.
Al-'Uzza' and the other deities of the people: (4) the
promise of future happiness in Paradise or the
"Garden", (5) the warning of the punishment reserved
in hell for the wicked, (6) the denunciation of God's
wrath upon the "Unbelievers", and (7) the application
of the titles Ar Rahman (the Merciful), Ar Rabb (the
Lord), and Al Ghafur (the Forgiving) to God. Moreover,
Zaid and all the other reformers (Hanifs) claimed to be
searching for the "Religion of Abraham." Besides all
this, the Qur'an repeatedly, though indirectly, speaks of
Abraham as a Hanif, the chosen title of Zaid and his
ﬁ‘fends.e
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To begin with it is quite certain that when the Prophet

died there was no collected, collated, arranged body of
material of his revelations. What we have is what could
be gathered together somewhat later by the leaders of
the community when they began to feel the need of a
collection of the Prophet's proclamations and by that
time much of it was lost, and other portions could only
bhe recorded in fragmentary form. There is a quite
definite and early Tradition found in several sources
which says, "The Prophet of Allah was taken before any
collection of the Qur'an had been made.e
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Muslim orthodoxy holds that the Prophet himself could
neither read nor write. But in our generation both
Professor Torrey of Yale and Dr. Richard Bell of
Edinburgh, working independently of each other, have
concluded that the internal evidence in the Qur'an itself
points to the fact that he could write, and that for some
time before his death he been busy preparing material
for a Kitab, which he would leave to his people as their
Scripture, to be to them what the Torah was to the Jews
or the Injil to the Christians. There is, indeed, an

uncanonical tradition current among the Shi'a, that the



Prophet had made a collection of passages of his

revelations written on leaves and silk and parchments,
and just before his death told his son-in-law Ali where
this material was kept hidden behind his couch, and
bade him take it and publish it in Codex form. It is not
impossible that there was such a beginning at a
collection of revelation material by the Prophet himself.
and it is also possible that Dr. Bell may be right in
thinking that some at least of this material can he

detected in our present Qur'an 4
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Nevertheless there was certainly no Qur'an existing as a

collected, arranged, edited book, when the Prophet

died...Here, however, we have our first stage in the

history of the text of the Qur'an. There could not be a
definitive text while the Prophet was still alive, and

abrogation of earlier material or accessions of fresh

material were always possible.
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Modern criticism is willing to accept the fact that Abu

Bakr had a collection of revelation material made for
him, and maybe, committed the making of it to Zaid b.
Thabit. It is not willing to accept, however, the claim
that this was an official recension of the text. All we can
admit is that it was a private collection made for the
first Caliph Abu Bakr. Some scholars deny this, and
maintain that Zaid's work was done for the third Caliph,
Uthman, but as 'Uthman was persona non grata to the
Traditionists, they invented a first recension by Abu
Bakr so 'Uthman might not have the honour of having
made the first Recension. 4
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['he motives underlying the Uthman collection of
the Quran have been shown to derive from the
schools" attempts to smuggle into the Quran texts
unwarranted interpolations designed to support
local opinion on certain debated topics and
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T'he exclusion of the Prophet from the task of the
collecting and promulgating the revalations has
heen rationalised into the very impossibility of the
doing so, on the ground that as long as he remained
alive, a safe and certain recension of the valid
revalations was unthinkable. With naskh a daily
possibility, the extent to which the Quran would
continue to have valid applicabilityfor the law
could confidently be recognised only with the
Prpphet dead und silent. @

Jl.aﬂ'..!!,b];.a-’u”d‘ .,__,L-d. Hlﬁﬁju"‘,/’/z_ﬂ L & ',—)

L Ju'/..r_ fwf;- Es Jul ’/L t'.,",.;fL" (Contradiction)

/"’l!.:"_,d_/(f...:n’r"..i d.f.'._.fllé’. r'fjﬁl‘fi Vil @U!!?.'L;

J’ri’ulf"fd'/tjh—u'f/d)u'-hé erc’:.Ai_J:_;

L ol" o;d_. JJ f_l:.*;’/u:.fkr._fijd_ J:d.*.c;":.. ._-,.-LJ;-__.I.;__

Marfat.com



J‘-'_;-—-R—'.JJ!U"__;-’_L}LQ‘ |

'/.U?ég.jc.—-:t"..,_'f'y»-‘;:ﬁf ’/L"d. E'/(Q K vsvy ..:..«,r'.'r"

-'--*':E"Ifi.-ﬁ.:-u!'a __-L-..L \_f'...ﬂr vJ .:_,»5';) /J'....uwl.f'
el L st Jidd 15 Y et e "’tr_L:

U'.'Lff 27 f|,’ r 1'#"L”)"JY‘WL-LLV ufl,_,».?

"Collection of the Quran;JE*LM;‘_._,&L.:A"_-I_,;’_,L.W__;L_,;

J\.'.f % A Critical and Historical Study of al-Farahi’s View"

Sl Jrgeszn Lin S ._wfr_ Koo (3 e
IR P j“JIJ’J._;wUﬂJ

(Ibn Wflrraq);_}b-,a o4

el 2 e et S ...L'( 1909 Pi) Tbn Warraq Jlus o
S SNyt lag JE LRV DVas ! _.L._Jn”.;._ilf'a_ A i /3
LRIr IOV T r‘g-!;ﬁé‘f = 'Luﬂc_. .._. Ol L 3':'
TGy S ad s AT I 19 (Atheist) o 10 U1
- “J"’b’“«fuhd/ﬂ'xw'r} J’wu"d.v/bf,}/._,l:uf -u_'ul
SRS s T Sy L5 g & RS
Q-gf{, ) 7 lle _ﬁ;ﬂ.,-;,_r,h_._f_?ggmj:,ﬁ;"l);.

(V{: J1.31" The Satanic Verses”..._.,ﬂfdgdﬁh U s s 19AA
'Why = "Free Inquiry Magﬂzine"LJ';scﬁ!?ET&;L«-J{.f Ko
[w_:'T-’g-'J'H cﬁ‘-d—/ Esr CEUJ;(’;T;. #t<Z 1 am not a Muslim?'
e L?_:;I,:"(Agnmstiu)ﬁ:’, .-g@TL(AIhUiSI}:;T —‘-J:'

"Secularisation of Islamic Institute for the Jss !

"Why 1 am nota (% (/< 4 Kusl L Jl_,_:; &1{ § Society"

Marfat.com



- 'r_.' I rﬁ s/L.mg E’;':_(L/_Iam not a Muslim”'
- L;:;'/’(Agnnsttc}m; —& | (Atheist) :,_a-::_JL:I;

"Secularisation of Islamic Institute for the ,_;'.f:.__, |

-

"Why lamnota J* " i KUl 1§ - JL¥ Society”
"The Origins of - 1~ .-,HM_J;: 51,: J~ #1990 Muslim?"
J- f"""..._...l:-‘f.,L:* el L JSU:'-...__- LT_Q:_. (‘L'.::. the Quran”
5@ f’a. L L "The Quest for the Historical Muhammad"

@1

"The Origins of The Koran: Classic _.E_;'t'il VIS [ITRCA
,_-_;T,E,f_i JE}V”‘:’: JY 2  ~ Essays on Islam’s Holy Book”
S F YT e Y (EEL SO Lo $uiy uf
[L.eone JL:K;J!J Jf/u)ﬁ{l.‘" «Theodor Noldeke z__.",...»: :,gﬂ‘.__,,..
Alphonse Minganal:é‘gjkﬁe'lJ/*vdﬁw;:l(siqf'a..lr'ﬂq)(‘aetani
David #7570 57 595 Arthur Jeffery § &2 AT (1are_iAcA)
William St. Jli:r’/_:b/ 5 (‘-{::(fl‘“"ulm}ﬁ) Samuel Margoliouth
(/AL _IAI+) Abraham Geiger& €7 L1e1 O/ «Clair Tisdall
(¢+190Y_1A1) Charles Cutler Torrey $~ ;/'}K_IJ;L? 1,"'/?*’:}'
-V L’(qua‘JIF)AHdFEW Rippin ¢/ -"-"'-"-**"IL)//L-’ v /)
LE_/'" _L_r-‘*’:(.._.,l/u” Jdb: o1 & (Francois de Blois) Tok )
"decidedly shoddy piece of missionary propaganda” l}f;:,
'/Hﬂ:’/._f'.:_'f’ U‘ful.f'fr_ f. ¥ lr"/-c.Lul/
T e s 1, s S Qs Sae #2516 e B
S L

It is surprising that the editor, who in his Why I am
not a Muslim took a very high posture as a critical

Marfat.com



woo 1611b |\

rationalist and opponent of all forms of
obscurantism, now relies so heavily on writings by
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It is sometimes said in the East at the present day thal




Muhammad not only adopted many of the ancient habits
and religions rites of the heathen Arabs and
incorporated them into Islam. but that he was also
guilty of plagiarism in borrowing parts of certain verses
of Imrau'l Qais, an ancient Arabic poet. These, it is
asserted, may still be found in the Qur'an. I have even
heard a story to the effect that one day when Fatimah.
Muhammad's daughter, was reciting the verse "The
Hour has come near and the Moon has split asunder"
(Surah LIV., Al Qamar, 1), a daughter of the poet was
present and said to her "That is a verse from one of my
father's poems, and vour father has stolen it and
pretended that he received it from God." This tale is
probably false, for Imrau'l Qais died about the year 540
of the Christian era. while Muhammad was not born till
A.D. 570, "the year of the E&*pham.e

e 2y pe Ui
In a lithographed edition of the Mu'allagat. which I
obtained in Persia, however, I found at the end of the
whole volume certain Odes there attributed to Imrau'l
Qais, though not recognized as his in any other edition
of his poems which [ have seen. In these pieces of
doubtful authorshipl found the verses quoted below .
Though they contain some obvious blunders, I think it
best to give them without correction. The passages
marked with a line above them occur also in the Qur'an
(Surah LIV., Al Qamar, 1, 29, 31, 46; Surah XCIII.,
Adduha', Surah XXI., Al Anbiva 96; Surah XXXVII., As
Saffat, 59), except that in some of the words there is a

slight difference, though the meaning is the same. It is

8 rE%ee 581 O3 5l [\,_
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clear therefore that there is some connexion between

these lines and the similar verses of the Qur'an. g
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In spite of traditions to the effect that the picture of

Jesus was found on one of the pillars of Ka'aba, there is

no good evidence of any seats of Christianity in the

Hijaz or in the near neighbourhood of Makkah or even
of ﬁ/l'ee::h‘ﬂ'f:r.®
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In view of the close commercial relation between Mecca

and Yemen it would be natural to assume that some

, religious ideas were carried to Mecca with the caravans

of spices and woven stuffs, and there are details of

vocabulary in the Quran which give colour to this
assumption, ®
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In the earliest period of his preaching Mohammed's

utterances were delivered in a sinewy oracular style

cast into short rhymed phrases, often obscure and

sometimes preceded by one or more formal oaths. This

style is admittedly that of the ancient kahins or Arabian

oracle-mongers. and it is not surprising that

Mohammed's opponents should have charged him with

being just another such kahin. For this and other

reasons his style gradually loosened out into a simpler

but still rhetorical prose, and as social denunciations

and eschatological visions passed into historical

narrative, and that in turn at Medina into legislation

and topical addresses, little was left of its original

stylistic features but a loose rhyme or assonance

marking the end of each verse, now anything from ten 1o

sixty words !ﬂng.®
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Whatever may have been the channels through which

these ideas reached Mohammed, the fear of God's

‘wrath to come’ dominated his thought throughout his
later life. It was for him not only, nor even chiefly, a

i
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weapon with which to threaten his opponents, but the
incentive to piety and good works of every kf'nd_@
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Whereas Springer says that Muhammad (SAWS)
meditate in isolation, in this way his power of
imagination increased, the fits of epilepsy enhanced,
this condition betrayed him and led him to

misunderstanding that it was divine revelation. @

L/":..!J’A_Jﬂﬂlc.\j;./c_.JbJJ/:(J:Jb.:’_-u
d;Lﬂ’()(....rluijLJ(Jijc.,Lﬁ’/?u"/'/f f_L,ui/’
e Ti e Tl Qo st b il S i y T Lo 2l E o
s J/)/Jd_.l/-:.f

g/:Jfﬁﬂ!‘(LLﬂ'/’nyLfKRﬂysmn PnkeJLfb
Jd:/..fta'.d_lar{,:/fhﬁi&’uwbﬂf u""{j JL«J.:':I
rw.—wu”l

Royston Pike has written about the condition of
revelation that the Muhammad (SAWS) fainted and
expressed the most, nonsense views. He says
Muhammad (SAWS) heard mysterious voices, he
experience strange events, sometimes he (SAWS) began
to tremble and then he (SAWS) fainted on his muscles
distracted, in the chill cold, his face began to wet due to
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The Qur'an is the name of evolution in the thinking of
Muhummad.Q
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Sometimes he [Muhammad] may have heard the words

being spoken to him, but for most part he seems simply

R
—

to have "found them in his heart”. Whatever the precise
"manner of revelation" -and several different ‘'manners’
were listed by Muslim scholars- the important point 1s
that the message was not the product of Muhammad's
conscious mind. He believed he could easily distinguish
between his own thinking and these revelations. His
sincerity in this belief must be accepted by the modern
historian, for this alone makes credible the development
of a great religion. The further question, however,
whether the messages came from Muhammad's
unconscious, or the collective unconscious functioning

in him, or from some divine source, is beyond the

competence of the hismrian.¢
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['0 say that Muhammad was sincere does not imply that

he was correct in his beliefs. A man maybe sincere but
mistaken. The modern Westerner has not difficulty in
showing how Muhammad may have been mistaken
What seems to a man to come from 'outside himself' may

actually come from his unconscious. o
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- Theodor Noldeke, Accessed 30 June, 2014, from
http://fr.wikipedia.org/wiki/R%C3%A9gis_Blach%C3%Adre.
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Since its first publication in 1955, the interpretation by A.J.
Arberry has continued to be a vital influence over the decades.
Today, it has come to be regarded as one of the most authoritative.
faithful, fluid, and readable interpretations of the Quran,
recommended by academics and general readers alike. Rendered
into accessible English verse, this text continues to be praised for
its language, literary quality, and its even-handed approach,
making it valuable not only for those new to the Qur'an, but also
for bilingual Muslims, non-Arabic-speaking students of the Quran,
and a wide range of other readers. (Accessed 30 June, 2014. from
http:ﬁwww.uxfurdislamicstudies.cnmIPuhIicfbnuk_lki.h[ml)
Arthur John Arberry, Accessed 30 June, 2014, from
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arthur_John_Arberry.
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Dr. Hasan Saeed Ghazalah. Retrieved 30 June. 2014 from

http://www.al-maktabeh.com/play.php?catsmktba=785.

10- Haytham bin Abd al-Aziz, Derasah le Tarjamah Ma'aani al-Quran
al-Karim ila al-Injaliziyyah, Accessed 30 June. 2014. from
http://d1 Islamhouse.com/data/ar/ih_books/single8/ar Derasa English.pdf

IT- John Wansbrough. Accessed 30 June. 2014. from
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John Wansbrough.
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14- John Edward Wansbrough, Quranic Studies: Sources and Methods
of Scriptural Interpretation, Prometheus Books, 2004, pp. 122-227

15- William Montgomery Watt, Accessed 30 June, 2014, from
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William Montgomery Watt.

16-  Their accounts will be re-examined in the light of studies by Gold
Ziher and Schacht. (John Burton, The Collection of The Qur'aan,
Cambridge University Press, 1979, p. 5)

17- Ibid, p. 225.

18- Ibid., pp. 239-240.

19- Ibid., p. 72.

20- Ibid., p. 160.

21- Ibid., p. 239,

225 Joid,; B, 232,

23- Ibn Warraq, Accessed 30 June, 2014, from
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ibn Warragq.

24- Ibid.

25- Frangois de Blois, "Review of Ibn Warraq's The Origins Of The
Koran: Classic Essays On Islam's Holy Book", Journal Of The
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Royal Asiatic Society, 2000, Vol. 10, Part | I, p. 88.
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27- The Collection of The Quran, pp. 47-48.

28- Ibid., 48.
29- Ibid.
30- Ibid.
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43- Philip K. Hitti, Islam and the West: A Historical Cultural Survey,
New York: Robert E. Krieger Publishing Company, 1979, p. 15
44- Richard Bell, The Origin of Islam in its Christian Enviorment,
London: Frank Cass and Company Limited, 1968, p. 42.
45- H. A. R. Gibb, Mohammadanism: A Historical Survey, London:
Oxford University Press, 1961, pp. 37-38.
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Abd al-Hakim Farhat, Retrieved 30 June, 2014 from
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Bible translations into Arabic. Retrieved on 06 July, 2013 from
hrtp:.-".-*en.wik:’pedia.mrgfwiki.f’Bibieﬁtranslatinns_inm_ﬁrabic.
Mohammedanism: An Historical Survey, H.A.R. Gibb, London:
Oxford University Press, 1950, 36-47.
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Dr. Farhat Aziz, International Journal of Humanities and Social
Science, Vol. 1, No. 11 [Special Issue — August 2011], p. 120.
[bid.
[bid.
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Muhammad Mohar Ali, The Quran and the Orientalists, Ipswich:
Jam'iyat lhyaa' Minhaaj al-sunnah, 2004, First Edition, p. 94.
Ibid., p. 135.
Muhammad Khalifa, Dr., The Sublime Quran and Orientalists,
International Islamic Publishers, Karachi, 1989, p. 12.
The Cambridge History of Islam, Cambridge University Press:
1980, Vol. 1, p. 31
The Quran and the Orientalists, p. 173.
Watt, W. M., Muhammad Prophet and Stateman, Oxford
University Press, 1964, pp. 237-239.
Ibid., p. 17.

JLMAH!QU.WQAJ:}JJ'ILJ_,:S'JHLJL:I::M;.::UJ{JLQ.:LMJHLFL_A <
adll YY o (Al b e e tneadl Lan SLES B e OF 3

1y SJY
Musa'id bin Sulayman bin Nasir, Retrieved 30 June, 2014 from
http://www.al-maktabeh.com/play.php?catsmktba=776.
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In those weeks, I truly entered into the spirit of Islam to
such an extent that ultimately I became inwardly
convinced that I myself was a Muslim, and judiciously
discovered that this was the only religion which, even in

its doctrinal and official formulation, can satisfy




philosophic minds. My ideal was to elevate Judaism to a

similar rational level. Islam. as my experience taught
me, Is the only religion, in which superstitious and
heathen ingredients are not frowned upon by

rationalism, but by orthodox doctrine. o
e\ L ;;%(J/L.Af%-'d'ﬂﬁi J;Lf:-;b}-éﬂif-*‘?;—-u”
W HHIp. il d!-' ﬂ-—-:ﬂf;f =l $L4 i_f:';-_. e L:--"'Tu-':
In the midst of the thousands of the pious. I rubbed my
forehead against the floor of the mosque. Never in my
life was I more devout, more truly devout, than on that
exalted Friday. ¢
Muhammedanische Studien (Muslim « " {1 L 340
1% Cf U 61990 51 19AQ 2 sl gy 2 J.,F’/.;:.. ¢t L Studies)
(Fabrication of ecw Ey LIS N L 2w i JI U
Uz ALK Hadith)
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And after his [Prophet PBUH] death they added many
salutary sayings which were thought to be in accord
with his sentiments and could therefore, in their view,
legitimately be ascribed to him, or of whose soundness
they were in general convinced. These ahadiths deall
with the religious and legal practices which had been
developed under the Prophet and were regarded as
setting the norm for the whole Islamic world. They
formed the basic material of hadith. o
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Official influence on the invention, dissemination and
suppression of traditions started very early. An
intruction given to his obedient governor al-Mughirah

by Muawiyah-I is in the spirit of Ummayyads.: Do not

tire of abusing and insulting Ali and calling for God's
mercifulness for Uthman.
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Thus the hadith led in the first century a troubled

existence, in silent opposition to the ruling element

which worked in the opposite direction. The pious
cultivated and disseminated in their orders the little that
they had saved from early times or acquired by
communication. They also fabricated new material for

which they could expect recognition only in a small
ct::-mmuniryo
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This must not lead us to believe that during this period

theologians were alone at work on the tradition. The

ruling power itself was not idle. If it wished an opinion
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to be generally recognized and the opposition of pious
circles silenced, it too had to know how to discover a
hadith to suit its purpose. They had to do what their
opponents did: invent, or have invented, hadiths in their
turn. And that is in effect what they did \'s
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T'he Prophet, it says in a tradition in al-Bukhari, gave
the oder to kill all dogs except hunting and sheep dogs.
Umar's son was told that Abu Hurayra also hands down
the words: 'but with the exception of farm dogs as well.’
Umar's sons says to this: Abu Hurayra owns cornfield,
i.e. he has a vested interest in handing down the order
with the addition that farm dogs should be spared as
well. This remark of Ibn Umar is characteristic of the
doubt about the good faith of the transmitters that

existed even in the earliest period of the formation of
tradition. @
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The importance of a critical study of legal traditios for

our research into the origins of Muhammadan
jurisprudence is therefore obvious. This book will be
found to confirm Goldziher's results, and to go beyond
them in the following respects: a agreat many tradition
in the classical and other collections were put into
circulation only after Shafi'i's Ifnre.'o

(Umayyad .+/56T60 6L ﬁ?r‘wf/f:"-'f:"_ JL K3

i b W Jlotg h g 1L Caliphate; 661-750)

In any case, it is safe to say that Muhammadan legal
science started in the later part of the Umaiyad period,
taking the legal practice of the time as its raw material

and endorsing, modifying, or rejecting it. 4
sl e P SleoblSe Fotf¥est
S L oL 25 Pl 25 el os gp G

The aim of Part 1l is to show that a considerable
number of legal traditions, which appear in the
classical collections, originated after Malik and
Shuﬁ'f.Q

Sl nZ SISl b B sl 960

e LKL proetioe

The aim of the present chapter is to provide a firm
starting point for the systematic use of traditions as

documents for the development of legal doctrine, by
investigating the growth of legal traditions in the
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literary period, roughly from A.H. | 50 to 250, between
Abu Hanifa and the classical collections of traditions,

with a few extensions into the first half of the second
t:'emury.é

- Jﬂ'-i‘jﬁ-dﬁdﬁd/m)ﬁlwl;dJ,?__/*fw_gﬁ H
:.;:_'_ M{Ji_b{‘ﬁ-

Without attempting a rash generalization, we are
therefore justified in looking to the first half of the

second century A.H. for the origin of the bulk of legal
traditions with which the literary period srurrs.@

uﬁEL}J/g.:FEAﬁUEJL}L J_:;Jdﬂfl,'i!b_f:jé =5
< l'/fb’w..fd}f:t«ld/e.f_:wl./d'; df}d__ :(..:'.-—L:-f“
In particular, we shall see in the following chapter that
some of those isnads which the Muhammadan scholars
esteem most highly are the result of widespread
fabrication in the generation preceding [Imam] Malik.
The isnads were often put together very carelessly. Any
typical representative of the group whose doctrine was

to be projected back on to an ancient authority, could
be chosen at random and put into the fsnad.¢'
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But as Nafi' died in A.H. 117 or thereabout. and Malik
in A.H. 179, their association can have taken place,
even at the most generous estimate, only when Malik
was little more than a boy. It may even be questioned
whether Malik, whom Shafi'i charged elsewhere with
concealing imperfections in his isnads, did not take over

in written form traditions alleged to come from Nafi' ®
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Nothing authentic is known of Malik's date of
birth. ®
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The isnads were often put together very carelessly. Any
typical representative of the group whose doctrine was
to be projected back on to an ancient aithority, could be

chosen at random and put into isnad @®
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et

Analysis of the content and the chains of transmission of
the traditions of the documents and of their available
parallels in the standard collections, supplemented by
the results of an extensive study of the sources on the
sciences of Tradition, ulum al-hadith, lead me to
conclude that oral and written transmission went hand
in hand almost from the start, that the tradition of
Muhammad as transmitted by his Companions and their
Successors were, as a rule, scrupulously scrutinized at
each step of the transmission, and that the so-called
phenomenal growth of Tradition in the second and third
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centuries of Islam was not primarily growth of content
so far as the hadith of Muhammad and the hadith of the

Companions are concerned, but represents largely the

progressive increase of parallel and multiple chains of

transmission.
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46- Abstract: The present thesis is a critical examination of the two
well-known post-Schachtian scholars of Hadith: James Robson and
John Burton. Both scholars are major contributors to modern
Hadith studies in the West. It assesses their main arguments and
their methodological approaches to Hadith literature. It also
provides a historical survey of the key arguments and works of
their predecessors since the rise of the modern Western debates
over the reliability of Hadith materials. This critical study points to
the conclusion that Robson and Burton were heavily influenced by
the sceptical attitude of Ignaz Goldziher and Joseph Schacht
towards the historicity of Hadith. However, Robson is inclined to
accept some aspects of the Muslim traditional view regarding the
genesis of Hadith and its isnad system (chain of transmitters).
Burton, on the other hand, expresses a sceptical stance towards the
historicity of Hadith and argues that the development of Hadith
originated from the exegesis of the Qur’an, having no historical
basis in the teachings of Prophet Muhammad. (Alshehri,
Mohammed S.H., A critical study of western views on Hadith with
special reference to the views of James Robson and John Burton,
Ph.D. thesis, University of Birmingham, 2011, Accessed on 30
June, 2013, from http://etheses.bham.ac.uk/1671/ |
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I'he prophet was not free from superstition; he believed

in jinn, omens and charms, and he had many

superstitious habits. The jinn were, according to his

opinion, of three kinds: some have wings and fly; others

are snakes and dogs, and those of the third kind move

about from place to place like men. Again, some of them
believed in him, and others did not o

J:‘;?;J,_._.r e ef}i Hheae B8 Jﬁ{ufu@?[’: Cn Efv/:_’
J?E._{:’.J_-_E,Jfa..fjju:"f{:atz;/gwf;ﬂlrﬁ?(wl/z?f&:
Lufﬁﬁ'— ..-:-—LJ..:..-E.:; LU - Jn/‘-:Jﬁ'/c-L'!’J’-;J’:":
B L L N1t &S F B E2s £ Y215 2 n sl 3
d/LuJ LP:.:. o UULWILM" (evil Spll‘ltS)C'Jﬂf/;U’J o
cifwrb/erJu‘é:;JLLMu"u/’fc;u"J’fi
..rrdf:..-.gc.u#

At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases,
sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight to many who
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His ideas of omens, however, were more sensible: he
admitted lucky omens, but forbad to believe in unlucky
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Up to his fortieth year Mohammad devoutly worshipped
the gods of his fathers ©
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When he was forty years of age the first doubts

concerning idoltary arose in his mind. The true

b?f ievers ascribe this crisis to a divine revelation. g
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It is likely that the accentric Zayed, whom he must have
met in mount Hara, first instilled purer notion
respecting God into his mind, and induced him to read
the Biblical history. \'s
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He spent the greater part of his time in Hara, and came
only occasionally to Makkah for new provisions.
Undisturbed meditation increased his excitement, and
his over-strained brains were, even in sleep, occupied
with doubts and speculations. In one of his visions he
saw an angel, who said to him, "Read! ".0
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In the Quran we can trace three phases in the progress
of the mind of Mohammad, from idolatry to the
formation of a new creed. First, the religion of the
Ka'bah, in which he sincerely believed. seems to have
formed the principal subject of his meditations... By
mystifying the faith of his fathers he tried to reconcile it
with the belief in one God ®
Ll.,J.,f%‘(‘LL"/}’LﬁJH/JI—-#L’I‘/'J&/L_/!J
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Ut WL
It has been mentioned that the vision, in which he was
ordered to read, caused him finally to renounce
idolatry... Before the vision he was an idolator; and after
the fatrah he possessed the acquaintance with the
Scriptural history, which we find in the Qoran. Even
after he had declared himself a prophet he shewed,
‘during the beginning of his career, a strong leaning
towards, and a sincere belief in, the Scriptures and
Biblical legends, but in proportion to his success he

seperated himself from the Bible. This is the second
phase in the progress of the prophet's mr‘nd.'b
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Disappointed with the Jewish and Christian’ religions,



he began to form a system of faith of his own, and this is
the third phase of the transition period. ¢
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He suffered of halucinations of his senses, and, 1o finish

his sufferings, he several times contemplated suicide, by

throwing himself down from a precipice. His friends
were alarmed at his state of mind. Some considered it as

the accentricities of a poetical genius,; others thought
that he was a Kahin, soothsayer, but the majority took a
less charitable view, and declared that he was insane,
and, as, madness and melancholy are ascribed to
supernatural influence in the east, they said that he was
in the power of Satan and his agents, the jfﬂﬂ.¢ |
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His actions were, in some instances, as cruel as his

poetry: some apostates from his faith were sentenced by

him to have their hands and feet cut off, and their eyes

pierced with hot iron. In this condition they were thrown

on the stony plains of Maydynah. They asked for water,

and it was refused to them; and so they died. Such

instances of cruelty are the more characteristic of his

fanaticism, as he was naturally mild, and even soft. @
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He dreamed that he was swiftly carried by Gabriel on a

winged steed past Medina to the temple at Jerusalem,

where a conclave of the ancient Prophets met to
welcome h:‘m.0
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From these remarks we may conclude that, while some
information regarding Christianity may have been
drawn from Christian slaves or Arabs, Mohammad
gained his cheif knowledge of Christianity from Syria,
through the same Jewish medium which, at an earlier

period, funished the more copious details of Jewish
history.
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Finally, what of our question? Was Muhammad a

prophet? He was a man in whom creative imagination
worked at deep levels and produced ideas relevant to

the central questions of human existence, so that his
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religion has had a widespread appeal, not only in his

own age but in succeeding centuries. Not all the ideas
he proclaimed are true and sound, but by God's grace
he has been enabled to provide millions of men with a
better religion than they had before they testified that

there is no god but God and that Muhammad is the
messenger of God. @
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Finally, it behoves me to make a full acknowledgement

of my debt to the learned Orientalists whose works I

have studied and freely 'conveyed' into these pages.

References could not be given in every case, but the
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reader will see for himself how much is derived from
Von Kremer. Goldziher, Noldeke, and Wellhausen, 1o
recall only a few of the leading authorities. @
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The Abbasids were no less despotic than the Umayyads,
but in a more enlightened fashion; for, while the latter
had been purely Arab in feeling, the Abbasids owed
their throne to the Persian nationalists, and were
imbued with Persian ideas, which introduced a new and
fruitful element into Moslem civilization. g
< WA J‘.J;:;ﬂ..J.:F

From our special point of view the Orthodox and
Umayyad Caliphates, which form the subject of the

present chapter, are somewhat barren. '
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According to moslem notions the Umayyads were kings
by right, Caliphs only by courtesy. They had, as we

shall see. no spiritual title, and little enough religion of
any sort. A4
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In trying to trace the sources and development of the
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religious ideas expounded in the Koran (a question, be
it remembered, not only meaningless but blasphemous
in Muslim eyes), we are still confronted with many
unsolved problems. Earlier scholars postulated a
Jewish source with some Christian additions. More

recent research has conclusively proved that the main
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Duncan Black MacDonald, Accessed 30 June, 2014, from
http:ﬁen,wikipedia.urg/wikif’Duncan_BIack_MacDunald.
Macdonald. Duncan Black, Accessed 30 June, 2014, from
http:ffw.bu.edufmissi::-Ingyfmissiﬂnary-bingraphyfl-m.r'ma-:dcm:ald-
duncan-black-1863-1943/.

Gotthelf Bergstrasser, Accessed 30 June, 2014, from
http:ffen_wikipedia.urgjwikifGr::-tthelf_Bergstr%C3%A4sser.
Bergstrasser, Gotthelf. “Anfange und Charakter des Juristischen
Denkens im Islam. Vorlaufige Betrachtungen,” (Origins and
Character of Legal Thought in Islam. Preliminary Considerations).
Der Islam, 14 (1925), 76-81.

Joseph Schacht, Accessed 30 June, 2014, from
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Joseph_Schacht.

6- It will become the foundation for all future study of islamic

civilization and law. at least in the West. (Al-A'zami, Muhammad

Mustafa, On Schacht's Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence.

Lahore; Suhail Academy, 2004, p. 1)

7- 1bid.
8- Ibid.

9- Law as such fell outside the sphere of religion. The Prophet did not

aim to create a new system of jurisprudence. His authority was not
legal. As far as believers were concerned, he derived his authority

from the truth of his religious message; skeptics supported him for
political reasons. (Ibid., p. 1)

10- The ancient schools of law, which are still the major recognized

schools today, were born in the early decades of the second century
AH By sunna they originally understood the "living tradition”

(ai-'amr al-mujtama’ alaih), that is, the ideal practices of the
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community expressed in the accepted doctrine of the school of law.

This early concept of sunna. which was not related to the sayings
and deeds of the Prophet, formed the basis of the legal theory of
these schools. (Ibid.)

I'l- These ancient schools of law gave birth to an opposition party.
religiously inspired, that falsely produced detailed information about
the Prophet in order to establish a source of authority for its views on
Jurisprudence. (Ibid., p. 2)

[2- The ancient schools of law tried to resist these factions. but when
they saw tiiat the alleged traditions from the Prophet were being
imposed more and more on the early concept of surma, they
concluded that "the best they could do was to minimize their Import
by interpretation, and to embody their own attitude and doctrines in
other alleged traditions from the Prophet" that is, thev joined in the
deception. (Ibid., p. 2)

13- As a result, during the second and third centuries All it became the
habit of scholars to project their own statements into the mouth of
the Prophet. (Ibid., p. 2)

14- Hardly any legal tradition from the Prophet can. therefore. be
considered authentic. (Ibid., p. 2)

I5- The system of isnad ("chain of transmitters"). used for the
authentication of hadith documents, has no historical value. It was
invented by those scholars who were falsely attributing their own
doctrines back to earlier authorities; as such, it is useful only as a
means for dating forgeries. (Ibid., p. 2)

16- And makes lawful for them the good things and prohibits for them

the evil and relieves them of their burden and the shackles which

were upon them. (7: 157)
I'7- Fight those who do not believe in Allah or in the Last Day and who

do not consider unlawful what Allah and His Messenger have made
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unlawful (9: 29)

18- And We revealed to you the message that you may make clear to the
people what was sent down to them and that they might give
thought. (16: 44)

19- O ye who believe! Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger, and those
charged with authority among you. If ye differ in anything among
yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger, if ye do believe in

Allah and the Last Day: That is best, and most suitable for final

determination. (4: 59)

20- But no, by your Lord, they will not [truly] believe until they make
you, [0 Muhammad], judge concerning that over which they dispute
among themselves and then find within themselves no discomfort
from what you have judged and submit in [full, willing] submission.
(4: 65)

21-Schacht Joseph, An Introduction to Islamic Law, UK: Oxford
University Press, 1982, p. 16.

22- On Schacht's Origins of Muhammadan Jurisprudence, p. 21.

23- Ibid., pp. 24-25.

24-Gleave, Robert, Normal Calder (1950-1998), Islamic Law and
Society, 283 (1998), pp. 3-5.

25-1bid.

26- http://www.islamiconlineuniversity.com (Islamic Online University
has two sections namely, Diploma and Bachelor of Arts in Islamic
Studies (BAIS) degree program. Diploma is completely free while
for BAIS there is a fixed registration fee for each semester which is

calculated on a sliding scale (from $40 to $120) depending on the
student's country of residence.)
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