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3. A humane attitude has been a marked and
persistent characteristic of the mystics (Sufia). To Serve
their fellow beings is considered to be a great virtue by
the sufia. A study of the letters reveals that he never
demanded anything for his own personal needs from the
king or courtiers or affluent persons. He always
motivated them to serve the cause of Islam and make
sacrifices for it. He also wrote letters to persuade them
to do something to help the creatures of God get rid of
poverty, misery and helplessness. Some of his letters
reveal that he gave much importance to a person’'s
relation to some virtuous person. He would often rouse
someone to help such a person by making a mention of
his family background. Two such instances from his
letters are quoted below. |

He wrote to Jabbari Khan: The bearer of this
letter has descended, from Sheikh Mustafa Qadi Shuraih
(RA)......(Letter 80, Volume 1).

He wrote to Mirza Arab Khan: Hamid is a
virtuous person and recites the Holy Quran....(Letter 90,
Volume 2)

In short these letters are a fountainhead of
enlightenment, knowledge and divine wisdom. They are
lﬁacked with sufia's ideas and philosophy and reveal the
historical events. Scholars still benefit from them and
devise, in their Iight,'strategies to root out ideas alien to
Islam.
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valuable addition to the religious sciences. For details
consult my work on the topic. (in Urdu)
2. Hazrat Mujaddid Alif Thani was a missionary
and preacher. His persuasive and missionary tone is
reflected in these letters. A preacher is a physician. His
sympathies go out to the patient. A preacher chooses the
words which overflow with love and affection. (Letter
81, Volume 3)(Letter 66, Volume 3).
3. He usually starts his letters with: s ol g Bdas )
ikt sl o3l cand writes some prayer in the end. We
often find the letters close with the words: ;2 e a1
et O phall o ade ot e o 101y s gl o
(‘i:a._.l):inrf_;:,:ia}.‘-glhs-_; CJla-;J-—-:.“‘;,A_j (Letter 9, Volume 2).
He uses appropriate titles for EVEry person,
recognizing and honouring his status or elevated
position. He writes with utmost care the darood o salam
with the name of the Prophet of Mercy (SAW). His
letters to Khawaja Baqi Billah reflect a tone of utmost
respect and reverence, while his letters to other people
carry feelings of affection and love in the form of words.
4. These letters are a treasure house of knowledge,
erudition, and wisdem, but at the same time they are a
masterpiece of Persian literature. The choice of words,
smooth flow of sentences, felicitous Persian phrases and
apt and appropriate use of Persian and Arabic verses all
contribute to making thesetletters a masterwork of
Literature. Apart from quoting other poets, he has:
quoted the verses of Khawajah Bagi Billah and his own

verses also. Note one of his quatrains:(Letter 67,
Volume 3),
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language of the world. However, most significant work
in this regard has been done in the Urdu language. It
“includes its commentaries, translations, study notes,
annotations, thematic study and theses. Qadi
Alim-ud-Din has the privilege of doing the very first
translation in Urdu. The first commentary in Urdu.
which remained incomplete, was written by Allama
Saeed Ahmad Mujaddidi. Translation work has been
done in the Turkish and Persian languages also.

English still lacks a complete translation of this
monumental work. Shaykh Wajeeh-ud-Din is carrying
his work on this project which is nearing completion.
Dr Burhan Ahmad -Farooqi's research thesis holds an
important place among such work and has won wide
acclaim and fame. Muhammad Abdul Haq Ansari has
translated several letters in his book Sufism and Shariah.
Dr. Sergio, utilizing this very dissertation, wrote a short
paper in the Italian Language. Lectures and classes are
arranged to elucidate the meanings of these letters. and
in fact, they are a great means of promoting and
propagating the ideology and philosophy of Mujaddid.
An Analytical Study of the Letters of Imam-i-Rabbani
A brief study of the importance, utility and distinguished
characteristics of these letters is given below:

1. These letters are a great treasure house of the
knowledge and wisdom pertaining to the Religion of
Islam. Explanation of the Quran and Hadith and
refutation of the objection raised by dissenters in an
elogquent, academic and analytical way are their
distinctive features. In this way these letters are a

Marfat.com



highly placed and beautiful and according to Shari'at.

May Allah grant reward on behalf of the seekers and

better of the rewards. "

From some names of books, given in Maktubat,
as reference can be categorized as follows:

(1) Al-Quran: Almost 370 verses from the Hdly
Quran are quoted in three volumes of Maktubat.

- There is also explanation of some verses. In this
way this is a contribution of Sirhindi in Tafsir
literature. There thoughts of Sirhindi have great
impact upon Tafsir literature. later on.

(11)  Hadith; Mishkat ul Masabeeh, notes on Mishkat,
Hilya tul Abrar, -

(lii)  Quranic Exegeses: Mafatih ul Ghayb, Maalim ul
Tanzil, Anwar al Tanzil. Madrik ul Tanzil and
others.

(iv)  Figh and Sciences of Figh: Al-Talweeh,
Usul-i-Bazdawi, Hidaya, At-Tatar Khaniyyah,
Fatawa Sirajiyyah, Al-Fatawa al Ghayathiyyah,
Sharah Al-Waqayyah, Umda tul Islam, and some
others.

(V) Tasawwuf: Ahya uloom addin, Al Munqdho
Minadalal, Fatuhat Makkiyyah, Fasoos ul Hikam,
Awarif Al-Maarif, Gunjyyah tul Talibeen,

(vi)  Sciences of the Articles of beljef: (Ilmu alkalam):
Tamheed, Mawugqif, Sharah-i-Mawagqif:

Research work on Maktubat in different languages.
Owing to the academic and philosaphical

significance of the maktubaf (letters), research has been

. conducted into its varioys aspects in every major

|
1
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they were addressed; they were really "open letters" and
were no less forceful than the poems with which Byron
tried to engender enthusiasm for the cause of Greek
independence, or with which Hali tried 0 reawaken
Indian Muslims. Copies of them were supplied 16 the
Shaykh's disciples and admirers, and given wide
circulation”. (Pritechett, France, South Asia Study
Resources,. www.columbia.edu/ itc/meal/Pritchett)
SOURCESOF MAKTUBAT-I-IMAM-I-RABBAN]
SHAYKH AHMAD SIRHINDI.

It is not possible to sort out the sources of these
 letters. Because they are not Just compilation from
different books but original research. This is pointed out
by Shaykh Hashim Kishmi. He writes, a celebrated
scholar of the period said to me:"Books and treatises of
the people are either compilations or consolidation.
Consolidation is that the writing of others on subjects
may be arranged according to reference and context and
the compilation is to take out the points himself and
write about them. These points might have occurred due
to expertise of knowledge or might have been exposed
due to height of inherent quality or Divine Revelation
and true manifestation. For a long time compilation
among the people had vanished but rarely that some
compilers may write few things according to their
knowledge and taste. Now, as a matter of Justice, in this
period I carefully read the books, treatises and letters of
your Shaykh, there is no copy from other except for
necessity i.e. for reference. Mostly there are his Divine
Revelations and true Manifestations and all of them are

i
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language throughout the work is fluent, faultless and
strikingly impressive. Smoothness’ and readability is
surprising. A highly polite style has been adopted where
counseling or admonishing the disciples and youngers,
or returning the opposers and criticizers, or refuting a
saint contemporary or a late celebrity. A qualified reader
never feels that words have been used for the sake of
words in the phrases and sentences, rather the wonderful
interconnexion of the words throughout the passages
looks like ornamentation-work, while the rhiyming
sentences-ends, encountered in the major part of the
Epistles, sound like sweet heavenly notes. In reality, the
Imam has outshone herein and surpassed in excellence
any first class professional of this field. A reader of
saintly stations clearly sees and intuitively feels that
behind his dazzling mental force and saintly intelligence,
divinely inspirations were unin[errubtedly at work. In
short, these Epistles are a masterpiece of literary work
Just as they are a master piece of spiritual work. And the
Impressions of a competent and qualified reader about.
these Epistles, he ever bore, that the Imam has left
behind himself a living memorial, thought among the
living he is no more."

France Pritechett has explained his views about
these letters as:
"His forceful and eloquent letters addressed to the.
leading nobles at Jahangir's court, calling on them to
rise:in defence of Islam ang uphold the dignity of their
religion, have great power and effectiveness. These
letters were meant riot only for the individuals to whom
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fullness, superbity and rarity, rishness and correctness
far surpasses any mystical. Their ever Introducing new
spiritual concepts and intuitive experiences, and ever
unveiling highly interesting and promoting mysteries of
mystical journeys, from space (Makam) to not Space
(la-makam) determination (ta-ayyun) to
non-determination (la-ta-ayyan), unitihood (Wahidiyar)
to Absolute Unity (Ahadiyat), Attributes to Splendours.
and Names of Essence is something so thrillingly
prompting and so deeply moving that the reader.
whether he fully understands the matter or not, he does
admit a deep sense of respect that they definitely are
something Divinely, great, and unprecedented.

Elaborating the literary status of these Makatecbs
(letters) he further wirtes:-

[t certainly will be a highly deplorable lapse if
something is not placed on record about the literary
ability of the Imam and his command over Persian and
Arabic lexicon of which his Epistles are a beautiful
blend. The Imam infact was a master of diction and an
eminent scholar of extensive knowledge in the said
languages. His vocabulary is vast comprising a huge
amount of all kinds of most difficult Arabic derivatives,
trilateral and quadrilateral verbs, adjectival and verbal
nouns which being so scholarly and purposefully fitted
Into Persian sentences have given rise to highly abstruse
expressional forms needed to lay down the collection of
most superb gnostical information and spiritual
mysteries of a depth which, oh, who could dare pluinb
and, Allah be praised, who could dare explain. The
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The First volume containing 313 letters, its title
is "Dur al-Marifat", complied by Yar Muhammad
Al-Badkhshi 1n 1616/1025.

The second volume entitled as "Nur al-Khalaiq"
having 99 letters and complied by Mawlana Abd al Hayy
Hisari in 1618/1028.

The third volume has 124 letters entitled as
Marifat al Haqaiq. This volume was complied by
Muhammad Hashim Kishmi in 1621/1031.

These 536 letters of the three volumes were
addressed to about two hundred persons. The historical
importance of these letters may be judged from the fact
that they provide the basic and indispensable material for
the analysis of his thought. Shaykh's letters are a clear
manifestation of his strict and literal adherence towards
Shariah. The importance and literary status of these
letters is mentioned by Shaykh Muhammad Wajih uddin
in “foreword" of his English translation of Maktubat as:

"His epistles which presently are in three
volumes in Persian. These epistles tend to impart the
same turn of mind to a good devoted Muslim and infuse
his heart with the same fire and spirit. Passion and”
dedication, love and longing for practicing and
propagating Islam, adopting and enforcing the Shari-ah,
following and popularizing the Sunnah which their
author was blessed with, and which were so strikingly
noticeable in his life long grim struggle for reviving
Islam in India. But since their theme and subject as a

whole is mysticism, they prescribe and present such a
system of Tasawwuf which is gnosticaly depth and
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A.D.), who posed a serious threat to the continuance of
Islam as a system of life for the Muslim by indulging in
their uncalled for interference in their religious matters.
It is indeed amazing to know that without any materia]
means and resources at his disposal, the Shaykh
single-handedly changed the entire complexion of the
history of Islam in the sub-continent by the sheer force
of his conviction, sincere appeal, hard work and
legitimacy of his cause.

He wrote a number of tracts on religious belief in
defence and elucidation of fundamental tenets of Islam as
believed and practiced by the Salaf-e-Salihin (virtuous
ancients). The names of some of his such writings are as
under:

(1) Al-Risala fi Ithbat al-Nabuwwah (Arabic)
(11) Taliqat- al-Awarif
(111)  Mabida wa Maad
(iv) Mukashfat-i-Ghaibiyyah
(v) Méarif al-Ladunyyah
(vi) Rada al Rifd
(vii)  Sharah Rubaiyyat
(viii) Chial Ahadith
(ix)  Risla Tahlilyyah (Arabic)

But Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi chiefly remembered
for his letters which he wrote in persian (some are in
Arabic) language. over a period of 22 years to different
persons like his spiritual guide Shaykh Baqi Billah
Nagshbandi order, his sons, disciples, ulama (religious
scholars), members of nobility and rulers. These letter
are in three volumes:- B
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Maktubat-i-Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi:
Fountain of Knowledge and Divine Wisdom

Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi, generally known by his
title, Mujaddid Alif Thani, (Abdul al Hakim Sialkoti was
the first man to call Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi by this title)
was born in the city of Sirhind in east Punjab in Shawal

- 971 A.H./1564. His father Shaykh Abdu al-Ahad was a

famous sufi of his time. He received early religious
education from his father. He also acquired education
from other learned teachers and scholars of the time.
The completion certificate of Hadith was obtained from
Shaykh Yaqoob Kashmiri. He also took lessons of the
following books and obtained completion certificate
from Qadi Bahlul Badakhshani. |
(1) Tafsir Basit and Wasit, Tafsir of Qadi Bayadawi,
(1)  Sahih-Aljamia and other books of Imam Bukhari,
Mishkat-ul-Masabih, Shamail-Tirmidhi, Jami
As-Saghir,
(i11)  Qasida Burdah
- Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi got spiritual guidance
from his father and another prominent Sufi Khawaja
Bagi Billah. He enriched Sirhindi with favours and
blessings and awarded him the Khirqga (vicegerency) and

permission. . i

Shyakh Ahmad Sirhindi was surely a wonder of

- his time. Besides being spiritually enlightened, he had

the courage to pitch himself against the second largest
Muslim empire of his time under Akbar (1556-1605
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