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| The Islm which Muhammad brought with him
4 o-~Medina'wm--aluﬁlt entirely derived by oral
i 8 ;aditian from Christianity and Judaism and just
i for this reason it made  littie impression on the
Theathen Arabs, whose _relig"ious ideas were gene-
§rally of the most primitive kind. Notwithstanding
§ its: foreign character and the zmence of anything
& which appealed to Arabian National sentyment, 1t
% spread rapidly in Medina, whete, as we have seen,
1 the soil 'was already prepared for it; but we may
| well “doubt ‘whether it could have extended its

's_'w?y.ﬂ‘!_f‘?-f__the,_p.’ninéuh unless the course of

had determined ‘Muhammad to associate
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the sirarge aocirines of lsiam with the anciznt)
heathen simCtuarv a Mecca, the Ka’ ba. which |
was held in uoiversal veneration by the Arabs and
formed the contre of a worship that raised ne
difficulties in their inds  .he :ncorperaied in
[slam the superstitious ceremoanies of the pilgri-
mage, ... and, as Goldziher hzs remarked, ite
{Islam’s) originality lies not in its doctrines, which
are Jewish and Chnstian, but in the fact thar it
was Muyhammad who first maintained these doci
rines with persistent esergy against the Arabian
view of life.

See A literary History of the Arabs by K.A.
Nicholson, PP.176,177.

See alse the .Age of. Faith, Stoy L*
Civilisations by Wii! Durant, PP 134—-?
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Ali however, witk that tender-hearted repugn-.

ance to shed the blood of his own crced whichii

marked his career through life, forebore to attack’
them. Islam under the Arabs, Chapter IV. P 120.7°
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| With him perished the truest hearted and best
' Moslem of whom Muhmmadan history has pre-
| served the remembrance. Abid.
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By associating with Greek theologians finely

disciplined in the art of dialectic, the Arabs first

learned philosophical reasoning which later on

thev prized so highly. [t was from them again

that they received their first lesson in dogmatic

subtleties...an art in which the Byzantine scholar-

ship revelled.

In this way alone is to be explained the remark-
able similarity which we notice in the main fea. |

tures of Byzantine Christianity and Islamic |

“dogmatics.

.Foremost 1s the enquiry into the essence and
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Lattributes of God which fills the first place in the

fwritings both of the Greek fathers and of the
foidest Arab theologians. The oldest Mushim

; heologians just as much as the fathers of the

;

Greek Church busy themselves with discussions

r bout fate and free will. In opposition to the
1' NVestern Church, the fathers of the Greek Church
i’i

eclared themselves against the eternity of the
unishment of Hecll, and the very same view was
i

faken by the oldest theological school of Tslam,

#nown as the Murjiah
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'!', That the later Islam was largely leavened by

| '~ Christianiy, no student of history will ever think
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of questioning or disputing; but it is singular] -
that verv early indeed in its career Islam r _
commenced drawing upon Christian thoushts and
Sentiments.  Apart from those Christian ideas |
which made thei.r wav into Islam through the

monks and half educated converts, we find a whole
mass of Christian deazs and phrases in Muslim
books which revel some, if not a comprehensive,

kxnowledge of the contents of the Christian books.
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Speaking of Sufi Theosophy, Professor Nicholsorn
says, *'Considering the time, place, and circums-
stances 1n which 1t arose, and bhaving regard to
the character of the man who bore the chief part
n 1ts development, we cannot hesitate, 1 think, to
assert that 1t 1s mainly a product of Greek specul-
talon “Ma’ ruf-al-Karkhi, Abu Sulayman al-

Darant and Dhu’~-L-Nun al-Misri all three lived !
and died in the period ( 786-861 A.D.) which ”
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begins with the accession of Harun-al-Rashid and

ie  terminated by the death of Mutawakkil.

During these seventy-hve years the stream of
Hellenic culture flowed unceasingly into the

W Moslem world.. ... ..o

seen what it owed to Grecce, but the perso-Indian

dlements are hardly less important...... . .The

tour principal sources of Sufiism are undoubtedly
i Christianmty, N'eu—Platenism. Gnosticistm  ard
|
E - Budhism
I

dee Nicholson’s Literary History of Arabs, PP,
388, 389, 390, -
A
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1. Gengraphlcal expansion produces s::mal retar-
datiop. Vol. HI. P. 137.

<. On an empirical test, a good case can be made
out for a correlation of Geographical
expansion, not with social growth, but, on
contrary, with social disintegration. Vol 1H

P. 139

 We are almost warranted in regarding geogra-
phical expansion as a social disease: an elephan-
tiasis or fatty growth: a running tc stalk
or a running to seed; the malady of the
reptiles, who turned on the eve of being
aurpaased by Mammals...Vol 1II. P.153.
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: Two kinds of talak are tecognised by the Hanafis

wr_‘.., (1) the talak-us-sunnat. and (2) the talak-ui-
bidaat ThE talak u‘ bldaal as 1ts name smmnes

was mtmduced m t'he second ‘century of the
iMuhammadan . It -wasthen  that the
Ommeyyade _g}gqgrgb% finding the Checks  im-
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Posed by the Prophet on the facility of repudiation
gailing, iooked about for some escape from the
strictness of the law, and found in the liability zf
the jurists a lcophole to effect their purpose.: o
the talak-ul-bidaal, the husband may pronounce
the thiree formulae at one time, whether the wife is

in a state of tahr or not . The Shiahs and the

Malikis do not recognise the validity of the talak-
ul-bidast... ..

The conditions which surround the power of

talak under the Shiah law, and limit its exercise,
are accordingly stricter and far more rigid than
uynder the Sunn Law.

According to the Hanafi doctrines a talak
actually pronounced under compulsion is vahd.
“A talak”, says the Alamgiri, “proncunced by any
hushand who is of mature age and possessed of
ynderstanding is effective, whether he be free or
1 slave, willing or acting under compulsion. and
ven though it were uttered in sport or jest, or
nadvertently bv & mere slip of the tongue”
Repudiation pronounced under compulsion 1s
nvalid and ineffective under the Shiah Law.
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According to the Sunni doctrines, talak may be
effected by express terms (sarih), which leave no
doubt as to the intention of the repudiator, or by
the use of ambiguous or impiicatjve expressions
. (bilkinayeh)...the intention of talak is not nece-
i ssary on the part of the husband. - For example,
- if a man were to use the word talak it would
" not be necessary to say whether he intended to
divorce the wife. According to the.Shiahs. repu-
diation pronounced “implicatively” cor in ambi-

B

| guous terms, does not take effect, whether there be
| intention on the part of the repudiator or not, not
. does it take effect if it be made dependent upon
. or subjected to any condition.

! See Amur Ali's Muhammadan Law, Vol. n
Sections ii & iii, PP. 513 to 521. Third Ed. 1908.
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. Under the Hanafi -and - the Maliki Law, a

preaumptmn of consummation is raised from the
retirement of the husband and the wife into the
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nuptlal cmmber under c:rcumstmceq whlc hlead to
the natural inference of matrimonial intercourse.
This is what is called valid retiremenr or Khilwat-
us sa,hlh Amongsthe Hanafis and the Malikis, the
Khllmat -us-szhih  has the sarne character and
gives birth to the same legal consequences as the
Hebrew ceremony of leading a bride to the
nuptial bed “Under the Shiah as well as under
the Shafei Law. no absolute presumption arises
from simple retirement, actual consummalion
alone giving rise to the richts and duties which

SPring from narriage. (PP.364,365).

[

According to the Shiahs, iddat is incumbent
upon a woman, who is talaked or separated, only
wvhen rthere has heen actual cc-habitation, for

khilwat-us-sahih is not recognised among them.
But a widow is bound to observe the probation
in all cases whether there has been cohabitation

oi- not. In the case of a pregnant woman iddat
lasts until delivery (P.539).
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The Italian Scholar, Dr. Bansani, said that
qbal’a theory of divine tlme was an original

i contribution to the concept of time as oppoaed to
Plato’s “uncyclic time”’ and *‘archaic time” of Hindu

Philosophy, which conceive of a pre- determined and
hxed universe. Igbal’s theory gives us a universe
which is cantmuausly creative. Each moment

. 8 “original and predictive”, and not fixed and pre-
g determined. He said the concept of time was

,;' ssuming great importance amongst thinkers and
i theologians of modern Europe-at present.
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