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Participants of the launching ceremony of 'Kashmir Nighway' with Shah Ghulam Qadir and Magsood

Maqsood Rahi’s

‘Kashmir Highway’ launched

RAWALPINDI: Kashmir ilighway
will be opened very soon and the
Kashmiris will reach on the

golden destination of freedom by

this years, renowned writer Maq

.sood Ahmed Rahi, predicted on

the occasion of launching of his
new book 'Kashmir Highway ,
says a press release.

This is the fourth book of Rahi,
which was launched here by liter-
ary organisation ‘Bazam-e-Aroj-e-
Adab’ in the auditorium of the
Area Study Centre-IV in
Rawalpindi

Other speaker include, Finance
Minister of Azad Kashmir Shah
Ghulam Qadir, pride of perfor-
mance medallist and renowned
educationist [ftikhar Khalid, Cen-
tral President Bazam-e-Arooj-e-
Adab Naeem Akram Qureshi, Pro-
fessor Sajjad Haider Professor

Maagsoad Jaffery, Slomi Ashral
from NIUIML

Director Azad Kashmir Radio
Shanif Shad, Hzma Noor Haliza
Samira, Smima, Sabilin Biln, Nadia
Dilawaz Khan, Alam Sartaj
Htikhar Khalid said that Rahi very
rightly highlighted the sacrifices
of Kashimins

She said the 1ssue of Kashmir
should be resolved according 1o
the resolution of UNO Naeem
Akram Qureshi appreciated the
serviees nf Rahi for his excellent
'U-IIII-( inn H.‘-‘!hi'HHF js<ie

He said that Rah pamnted the
true pueture ol the exishing situa
tion of Kashmur |

AJK Mimister Shah Ghuolam
Qadir in his presidential address
appreciated the efforts ol Bazam
- Aron)-e- Addab and under lined
the need of such ceremony
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Sajjad Halder Malik

I It was a chanee meeting that
brought us together Out of the
mist of memaories, | was trying o
locale a face that Inoked so famil-
1ar. When [ asked about his aetiv-
ities after retirement, his answer
was a little on the side of indiffer-
ence. I am writing hooks on
Kashmir!™

I recognised him as Maqsond
Ahmed, the young man who fre.
quented the Rawalpindi Writers'
haumt of 60s and 70s in the
restaurant — Vogies — in front of
the Ciros Cinema Today, the
world of Vogies has given way to
commercial interests
Maqsood, after a lifetime of
serviee 1o a lost cause of “popula-
tion” planning, has come bhack to
his early love of wriling. He was
producing stories of romance he.
fore he turned to the theme of
Kashmir

Magsood Ahmed Rahi_ a Kash.
miri, nas been emaotionally ep.
gaged with the problem that
emerged almost o hundred venrs
before the prartition .
It was during the Sikh perind
in the Punjab of the 19 century
that Ranjit Singh, the ruler of the
Punjab, appointed Raja Gulab
Singh Dogra as his governor of
Jammu, for his layalty. But the
Dogra chief had his eyes on Kash.
wir and for this purpose he delil.-
erately abstained from Joining the
First Sikh War in 1844

For this he was rewarded by
the British with the sala of Kash.
mir for seventy-five lakh rupees
n that very year Kashmir became
predominantly Muslim area to bhe
ruled by the Sikh and a Dogra and
thus began the long history of
suppression and exploitation of
the Muslims

In 1947 the complacent Muys-
lim leaders were certain that
they would be given Kashmir in

liew of Deccan. the ) 1
TITal

|

i

Rahi’s passion for Kashmir

nantly Thoadu state ruled by the
Muslim Nizam_ In the meantime
the Raja of Kashmir had been ap-
proached by the Hindu leader-
ship of India to get his agree-
ment for affiliation with India
and not with Pakistan

A complete indifference to the
Kashmir question was the answer
of the Pakistani bureancracy af
that time  Perhaps there were

- B
ot her priorihies The “coaselire”
was [ollowed by the UN resolny
Lios ilnl'lit':l“j.' '-'.nm.:hT h} Nehrag
of India and never absers oo

In his baoonk “Paasshan-i Ko<l
mir Rali gives s oo backey oo
]II‘_’-H!I} frovm the | 'Hl[rni*”j. o
ward when people of Kashmin
comverted to Islam undor the he
mgn leadership of the Suhis ke
Shah Mir, Syed Ali Hamdani and
Mian Mohammad Bakhsh of
Kharri Sharif. With the sale of
Kashmir 1o Dogra Raja Gulah
Singh the regime of suppression
returned to the region and (he
Muslims of Kashmir have never
known peace and justice in the
valley

Pashan-i-Kashmir’ 1 1998) was
a sequel to Rahi's earlier hook
‘Shuhadaa-Kashmir * The Iatter
encompasses the events of Kash
miur frompgthe rebiellion of Shal.
hins in fh"l tor the lastonie tine
of 1997 1hs hero in that hook i

:T"“' Whaods involved an the great
at.COTii
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revolt of 1931 against the brutal
regime of Bakhshi Ghulam Mo-
hammad and Ghulam Sadiq. The
earlier hook 'Dukhtar-i-Kashmir’
features Fatima, the fearless
fighter who gives up her life for
the struggle for freedom.

In the fourth book — ‘Final
Round” — Fatima is now
Shahzadi. another brave fighter
who invades the Srinagar airport
and gives up her life while firing
from an Indian tank occupied hy
the freedom fighters.

By this time the writer's in-
volvement is so complete that he
himself decides to play an invisi-
ble role in the struggle. He claims
to be there in spirit that guides
the martyrs on the right path and
warns them from unseen dangers.

He also prophesies complete

success against the villainous of-

ficers of the Border Security
Force. In some places the Sikh

soldiers are shown in a sympa-
thetic light.

The last and fifth book in ten
vears is ‘Kashmir Highway'
(2003). The crystal ball gazing
Rahi sees an independent Kash-
mir by the end of the year

Rahi is not a novelist proper
because he laces his chapter with
verses from all kinds of poets and
the narratives take improbabhle
Jumps from one adventure to an-
other. But you cannot deny him

the passion and sincerity for the

cause. We appreciate him as read-

ers but we cannot offer Hiv any

consolation in the way ni o <ol
tion te Kashmir, unless the- oy

overwhelming influcnce fron. (e

international community.
Otherwise there are over-rid-

ing imponderables in the way of 2

solution. One such was given by
the editor of Times of India, in the
Time magazine on December 6,
1993, The letter is captioned
‘Kashmir's complexities.'

“Yes, many if not most of
Kashmiris would prefer to be in-
dependent rather than be part of
India. But have any of the human-
rights warriors paused to con-
sider the consequences of the se-

cession of Kashmir from the .
Indian union? . Should Kashmir
break away, the latent nation.
alisms of Tamil Nadu, Bengal,
Kerala and wiher Indian states
could fMlare up. As Yugoslavia has
shown, it does not take much for
A supposedly ‘united’ federatton
to disintegrate into a squabbling
congeries of peoples.” The writer
is Madhav Das Nalapat

With all our appreciation for
Rahi's passion for Kashmir, we
should also be conscious of the
powerful factors benefiting fremn
the stalemate on Kashmir Last
year when someone asked Arund
hati Roy about her position on
Kashmir, she said thas she had no
position because those who could
resolve the matter were not in.
terested in it. She was in Islam.

| abad.

We would rather have an tn-
emotional, dispassionate book
on Kashmir and the possifile
owteome of the struggle of the
stppressed people fighting for
freedom

marfat.com
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ﬂg_____m ofill-sighted youth who
- have been mislead {bj.f Indian |
NOVE| KdSth' . propaganda and they thought |
' that armed movement was

Higll Way | against the interests of Kash- |

' miri people. But now they had

IaunChed ' realised that freedom struggle |

was the only way to liberate
| Kashmir

Desk Report

RAWAILPINDI = The launch
Cing ceremonv of novel Kashmir '

S et L8 ¢
' >an; ﬁp:-'ir"&.‘.ir";" R _;!,'4...‘!,;' ;;‘?’,ﬁ

Highway organised by Bazm-e-§ B R e 2] 2

Urooj-e-Adab held at Govt. De-}§ g =F - -

| ] .A-" - - l::-?‘j.rfh-;- T
| i R = St 20
| gree College for Women B.§ @ - —= q

Block, Satellite Town Rawalpin-{E
di. Shah Chulam Qadir, Minis-
ter of Revenue and Treasury of
Azad Kashmir was the chief
guest on this occasion.

He highly appreciated the
services of Mr Eahi in his ad- @ .
dress. He termed his books on BB Ee TN EY P
Kashmir a valuable asset. The [ LAY
| Minister further said that his Fos

pooks will be introduced in Azad
Kashmir's educational institu-
tions,

Prof. Sajjad Haider Malik injiits
his address said that Rahi pos- S
sessed a vast knowledge oniil
Kashmir and that is why Ee has
beenabletowrite so many books B
on Kashmir. He said that Maq-
bool Hameed Rahi has courage B
to expose the realities, which no
body dares to express. He em-
phasised the need to organise
the services of Mr Rahi for
motion of the spint of freedo |

Prof. Magsood Jaffery appi8
ciated the services of the autﬁ :
He said that Mr Rahi’s no i
Kashmir Highway was embogs
iment of events which are no#
happening in Kashmir, Cél
(Retd) Ghulam Sarwar critical Bl
analysed the nove]. He said.
Rahi played a great fole in hig
lightingf the great strugele
Kashmiris.KahhmirngEwm- '
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