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Participants of the lsunching ceremony of ‘Kashmir Righway' with Shak Ghulam aadir‘and Maqsnndl

in Rawaipindi.

INTURNATHONAL

Magsood Rahi’s

‘Kashmir Highway’ launched

RAWALPINDI: Kashmir Highway

will he opened ery soan aned the
Kashmiris will reach on lhe

golden destination of freedam hy

this vears, renowned writer May

.sood Alimed Rahi, predicted on

the occasion of launching of his
new hook 'Kashmir Highway',
Says 2 press release.

This is the lourth Lok of Rahi.
which was launched here by liter-
ary organisation ‘Bazam-e-Aroj-e-
Adab’ in the auditnrium of the
Area  Study Centre-iV  in
Rawalpindi.

Other speaker include, Finance
Minister of Azad Kashmir Shah
Ghulam Qadir, pride of perfor.
mance medallist and renowned
educationist Iftikhar Khalid, Cen-
tral President Bazam-e-Arnaj-e-
Adab Naeem Akram Qureshi, Pro-
fessor Sajad Haider I‘rnlpqsnr

QR RAN: H al

M:u,]'-:luu! .'.‘l”l'r}'_ H'Inrni ﬁm‘hr:’t!
frovm NLTML

Director Azad hashimr fiadso
Sharl Shoadd, P'zma Nanr Hafiza
Satnra, Smma, Sabelc Bila, Nadis
Mlawaz  Khan.  Alamy Sartaj
ik har Khabicl sared thg Bahi very
riglily haghlighted the sacrifices
of Kashimins

She saied the mane of kashmar
shouwld be resolved accordimg 1o
the resolition of UNO Navcem
Akram Quresh appreciated the
serviees nf Kahi for jus exeellent
work on kashnue i<<ne

He st That Laba partted 1l
Frves poetare ol the Sxisiigt Sl
tiow of Rashinr ‘

AJK Ahnister Shabk Gilotdoae
{:ehie in hus presidented adadress
appreceated the efforts of Bevo
g-Aroog-e-Adah andd nnder hined
the nesdd of sich coremony

LU

-I-
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Sajjad Haider Maiik

I whs a chniee meeting that
heoggeehd ns Leretber That of the
sk sl metogies, 1 was trving o
lneade a face that Toaked <o famil-
1nr. When [ askesd about his acfiy-
e after rehiretnent, his answer
was A little on the side of indiffer-
rine "L oam writing honks on
Kasnnnr!”

I recognised Lim s Magsond
Ahmed, the young man who fre.
qented the Rawalpind; Writers'
ot of 605 and 70 10 (he
testanrant — Vogies — 1 front of
the Citns g Today, the
workd af Vogies Jins given way tn
Csinere) inlerests
Magsaod, after a lifetime nf
SETVICE 100 108 canse of “opnla.
Lon™ planing. has come hack 1o
his early love ol writing. He was
producing daries of romance he.
fore tie turned to the theme o
K ashanir
Magusedd Ahined Rahio a Kowh.
mirt, as by emotintally en.
Raged with the prohlem the
emerged altiost 5 ndrod vears
before the yeaetigon
It was i the Sikh o]
i the Punjah of the {9 Century
that Ranjit Singh, the ruler of the
Punjab, appointed Raja Gulah
Singh Dogra as his governor of
Jammu, for his loyalty. But the
Dugra chief had his oyern i Kash.
Wit and for this purpose he delil.
crately abatained frong mining the
First Sikh War in 1845
For this lw was 1ewardod by
the Hritish with the sala of Kash.
mir for seventy-five takh rupres
W that oy vear Kashmlr hecame
predominantly Muslim area to be
riled by the Sikh and a Dngra amd
thiss hegan the long history of
suppression and exploitation of
tv Mustiss
[ 1997 the complacent My
him leaders werp tertam thai

Rahi’s passion for Kashmir

santhy Thndo state rgded hy the
Mustim Nizam o the meanijine
the Raja of Knshmir had been ap.
proached by the Hinda leader-
ship of India to ged his agree.
ment for affiliatinn with India
antd not with Makistan

A complete indilfetence 1o the
Kashmit question was the answer
of the Pakistani bureancoaey o
| that tinte Perhaps theve wane

e

el bygeg praeribies Tl “sesa ™
was followed tw the U'N 1o wndu
s fromieadly songht 1 Nocbry
of 1o ras o abimet v o

Ton b Bask TRl o+ b o),
I Bl geve s s o e bgr e pnal
sttty frem e 1M centary o
ward when people of Kashinor
converted to 1l vnrb o 1he e
mpn leadership of the Soubs like
Shah Mir, Syed Al Hamdani and
Mian Mohammad Bakhsh  of
Kharri Sharif. With the sale of
Kashmie to Dingra Huga Gubah
Singh the regime ol sippressuom
returned tn the region and the
Muslims of Kashmir have vever
known preace aned justice in the
valley

Prsban-i Knshanir 1 TO9R) wis
a seqieel to Hahi's earlier hook
Shoheats -Koastiner " Tl Eadlaer
eneompasses The ovents of Kiash
mi Frangdhe yelwdllion oof Shial-
Lhans any h "1 1ot lae baslosre Tane
af POy Ths Seros i That bk s

ey wonhl! be given Kashnur in ¥isd w b s invols

ot ot e e ey 1 UG
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revoll of 193] against the hrutal
regime of Bakhshi Ghulam Mo
hammad and Ghulam Sadiq. The
earlier book ‘Dukhtar-i- Kashmir
fealures Fatima, the fearless
fighter wha gives up her life for
Lhe struggle for freedom.

In the fourth book — “Final
Round™ — Fatima is now
Shahzardi. another brave fighter
who invades the Srinagar airport
and gives up her life while firing
from an Indian tank accupied hy
the freedom fighters,

By thix time the writer's in-
valvement is so complete that he
himself decides (o play an invisi.
hle role in the struggle. He claims
Lo be there in spirit that guides
the martyrs on the right path and
warns them from unseen dangers

ceasion ol Kashmir from the
Indian uninn”?  Shauid Kashmir
break away, the Iatent natinn.
alisins of Tamil Nadu, Rengal
Kerala and wiher Indian states
centll flare np A< Yogoslavia has
shuwtt, it does not take much for
8 supposedly "united’ federatton
to disintegrate into 3 squabbling
tongenes of peoples.” The writer
1s Madhav Das Nalapat

With all our appreciatinn for
Rahi's passion for Kashmir, we
should alse be copscious of the
powerful factars benefiling fram
the stalemate on Kashmir Lacr
year when someone asked Arnd.
hati Roy abnut her Position on
Knshmir. she said thag <she had no
position hecause those wha conid
reselve the matter were nnt in.

terested in it She was in Istam.

He aiso prophesies complore abad

sueeess against the villainous of-
ficers of the Border Security
Force In some places the Sikh
soldiers are shown in a sympa-
thetic light.

The last and fifth book in tep
vears is ‘Kashmir MWighway'
(200X3) The crystal hall gazing
Rahi sees an independent Kash-
mir hy the end of the year

Rahi is not a nnvelist proper
bevause he lares his chapter with
verses {rom all kinds of puets and
the narratives take improbable
jimps {from one adventure to an-
other. But you cannet deny him
the passion and sincerity for (he
canse ' We appreciate him ax rea-
ers but we cannot affer Bie any.
consolation in the way op ¢ st
tion to Kashmir, unless tt-- - 4
overwhelming infliacnce fron e
internatinnal community.

Otherwise there are over-rid-
ing impondrrables in the way of 8
solition. One such was given hy
the editor of Times of India, in the
Time magazine nn Necember 6,
1993 The letter is captioned
‘Kashmir's complexities.’

"Yos, many if not most of
Kashmiris would prefer to be in.
dependent rather than he part of
India. But have any nf the human-
rights warriors paused ta ¢on-
sider the conseguences of the se-

We woulii rather have an tn-
cmotional, dispassionate hook
on Kashmir and the possihie
o of the Striupgle ~f the
sippressed people fightng for
freedim
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FRIDAY, FERRUARY 28, 2003

ﬂg____—__mq’ of ili-sighted youth whao

- . have been mislead by Indian |
NOVEI KIISIIMU' | propaganda and they thought

. that armed movement was |

ngh Wdy against the inlerests of Kash-

. miri people. But now they had
| IaunChEd realised that freedom struggle

was the only wav to liberate
Desk Report Kashnir

RAWALTINDIG - The launch-g.
Sing ceremony of povel Kachinirg

Highwav organised by Barm-e-
- Urooj-e-Adab held at Govt De-§
| gree College for Women B
Block, Satellite Toawn Rawalpin- BB
- di. Shah Ghulam Qadir, NMinis-
" ter of Revenue and Treasusy of
Azad kashmir was the chief
guest on this occasion.

He highly appreciated the
services of Mr Eahi in his ad-
dress. He termed his books on 3 ol
Kashmir a valuable asset. The b !! |
Minister further said thal his o
books willbe introduced in A7ad
Kashmir's educational institu-
tiuns.

Prof. Sajjad Haider Malik in
his address said that Rahi pos-Ji
sessed a vast knowledge on
Kashmir and that is why Ee has
been abletowrite so many books
on Kashmir. He said that May-
bool Hameed Rahi has courage B
to expose the realities, which no
body dares to express. He em-
phasised the need to orpanise
the services of Mr Rahi for
motion of the spint of freedof§

Prof. Magsood jaffery appi
ciated the services of the autl:-: '
He said that Mr Rahi’'s no _.li
Kashmir Highway was emboge
iment of events which are nof
happening in Kashmir Cal@'
(Retd) Ghulam Sarwar critical @bL:
analysed the nove}. He said.
Rahi played a great role in hig
lighting the great strupple JEEEN
Kashmiris. Kashmir ngﬁwm- .
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