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And when you are told to rise up, rise up.Allzh will raise to ranks (and
degrees) those of you who Believe (Qur'an, a/-Mujadila 58:11)
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In the name of Allah most Gracious most Merciful

(1)

Allah the Almighty crecated the Nir of the Holy

Porphet' % and resolved to extol and perpetuate of his

mention” throughout the world. In order to demostratc what
rcverential and beloved 1s the personality of the Holy

Prophet 3% is in the Presence of the almighty Creator, it
was proclaimed through the Quranic Message that A//zh
and His Angels send Greetings (Salutation) on the Holy

Prophet %%. How pervasive is the Divine Message of

sending salutation on the Holy Prophet %% can be gauged
from the truth that there is not a single place in thc
Universe where Allah 1s not [:irles.v.mt.4 This, in other words,
means that in every nook and comer of the expansc of thc

-un-“_'.l

world the august name of the Holy Prophet =

reverberates. This constant chanting and blissful echoing of
the Duriid-o-Salim (sending blessing, and salutation) fills
the Time and the Space and all that these contain with the
charms and the felicitations of the eternal spring. However,
it i1s beyond the ren and propability of human senses to
assess the sweetness and fascination of these Divine lyrical
melodies.

In the Divine Scheme of creation there was the time
when after the creation of the ‘Nir-i-Mipammadr therc

Misannaf bin ‘Abd al-Razziq; Fatawa Hadithiyya, 2R9
Qur'an, al-Inshiraf, 94:4
Qur'an, al-Apzab 33:56
Qur’an, a/-Baglra 2:115
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cxisted nonc other in the Expanse of the entirc Universe
than A/myghty Aliah  the Creator and the Nir of the Hox
Propher Z. And when the angels were created, they t(oo.
participated in the greetings followed by the chosen
rightcous persons (Momins) thus marking the Fullness of
the complement namely Allah the angels and the rightcous
Momins who scnd Greetings and  Salutaion (Dwrild-o-

Saidm) on the Holy Propher Hadrat Miihammad Miistafh

== which continue ecven today and shall continuc till
Eternity.

If the complex of the entirc creatures consisting of the
angels and the mankind and the rest be divided into ten
parts, the ratio of the angels will he ninc-tenth (9/10) parts
thereof, Icaving only one part (1/10) to comprise the rest of
the creatures.” The point in this behalf should not be lost
sight of that the angels who arc themsclves the dominant
creation not only in numbers being ninc-tenth (9/10) of the
cntirc Makhiug temain ccasclessly engaged in sending
greetings as commanded by Aumighy Audn . This
llustrates and indicates the prominence and cxalted station
of the Holy Propher 2% in the Presence of Almighty Al

and the entire creatures taken togcther.

It is reported that when the verse *----—----eoo-c-eeeeee-
~"Lo! ANZh and His angles  shower  blcssings
(Saldwar/Duriid). O ye who belicve! Ask  blcssings
(Durilels) on him and salte him with a worthy salutation, ’
was revealed the Holy visage of the How Propher =,

glowed with pleasure by way of submission and thanks-

- S

Naqi Ali Khan, a/-Kaldm al-Auzif (Karachi :1986) 224 Ref;
Mustadrak, Tabari
Qur'an.al-Apzab 33:56
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4

giving to Allah for His Unbounded kindness and mercy
towards him. The companions congratulated and grected
him' for this unique and sublimest blessings from the Lord
Creator and the Subtainer of the Universe. The Hon

Prophet 2% himself asked the Companions to grect him on
this occasion in order that the Companions may also sharc
the blessings and offer thanks in that behalf. There arc
hundreds of verses in the Holy Qur’an, but this verse is
singularly appreciative of thc unmatched emnencc and

cxalted prominence of the Holy Prophct 5% among the

cntire composition of the Universe each creature of which
remains engaged in the recitation of its own Saldwar
(Duriid) and glorification ( Tasbift) of Allah.®

Blessed is the soul which immerses itself in the
spiritual depths of this verse and makes it as the halmark of
its own indentification in the comity of the vast
paraphernalia of men and material scattered all over the
expanse of the Universe.

(2)

To clevate and raise to trasendental heights the holy
name (mention)of the Holy Propher Hadrat Mithammad -
Midstaff %% is very dear and the desire of Almighty Alldh
It was precisely for the celebration of this Divine Desirc,
that A/mighty AuZh  ordained the Assemblage of souls
thousands upon thousand years before the birth and
prophethood of the Holy Prophet %% in which morc or less
one Jakh and twenty four thousands prophets of Allah

Ma ‘arig al- Nabuwwa,(Lahorc) vol.l, p.312
Qur'ap, a/-Nir 24:41
Qur'an, al-Inshirafy Y4:4
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5

paricipated and culogised the mention of the Holy Prophet

'O Thereafter each Prophet and Apostle organised his

own Assembly of celebration of his followers (Ummas) and
conveyed to them the glad tidings of the advent of the Holy

Prophet . This vast concourse of assemblages spread and

conveyed the blissful tidings of his arrival long long in
advance through countless tiers of 7ime and Space in the

universe and the name of the Holy Prophet became
known and respected long before the auspicious event took

place."’ Among the apostles of Allah, Hadrat Eisa son of
Maryam ~J»"5/s*held his own congregation of his followers
and proclaimed the coming (at his appointed time) of the
Prophet of Allah after him whose sacred name shall be

“Apmad’"?
All these spiritual or heavenly congregations have
been impliedly or otherwise mentioned in the Holy Qur’an.

Through the Holy Qur’an we deduce the propricty and the
sanctity of conveying of Duriid-0-Salim to the Holy
Prophet Hadrat Miihammad Mistaff as the Divinely

approved practice by each promment groups of creations
namely the Apostles Prophets of Allzh, the Angels snd the
mankind (even the animals and birds) of sending salutation
and greetings (Duriid-o-Salam), which felicitations shall
continue unabated till the Day of Resurrection, and even
beyond in the Hereafter when the people of Paradise will
resume their spiritual functions within the Domains of the

Janna-al-Firdaws. The sacred name of the Holy Prophet
has been the source of diliverance and redemption ill-fares

1

I
|2

Qur’'an, A/-i- Imrin 3:81
Qur'an, A/-/- Imréin 381
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6

(or cven calamities) visited upon by cvery generation of
mankind right from the inception of the Universe. Even the
prophcts of Allah took rccourse to this most auspicious
namc as a medium for alleviation of their grievanves. To
namc a fcw of these prophets we might with duc respect
and dignity, mention the well known cvents linkng with the
namcs of Hadrat Adam,” Hadrat Nith, Hadrat Yiinus,
Hadrat Yusut, Hadrat Ibrahim, Hadrat Miisa, Hadrat Eisi
(pcacc bc upon them). The Divine Blessings arc so
cxtensive and all-embracing that Allah the Lord crcator has
out of His Gracc and Bencficence, mentioned and included
thc Momins, the righteous faithful wmmatis of the Holy
Prophet = along with His own Sclf, and His angels for
scnding the greetings and salutation ( Duriid-o-Salam) (o the
most August Pcrsonality of the entirc cosmology, (the
Universe), an Honour and affection which the umma can

not recdcem or adequately offer thanks-giving to thc Lord
Cherisher of all the World — Rab al- 'Alamin.

3)

Allah thce Almighty is sending Duriid (Spritual
Blessings) on  His Beloved Apostle Hadrat Miihammad

Mistaid ==." This confirmed and authenticated through

thc above quoted and universally acclaimed versc of the
Holy Qur’an. It is therefore incumbert upon us as His
humble servants to emulate Him when He has cxpressly
commandcd us-the -Momins or the pcoplc of Eiman that in
cmulation to Him and His Angels, with all humihty and
Devotion we should also send greetings of Duriid-o-Saldm

I3

Qur'an, A/-Baqard 2:37

“HAFERE com



into the Hoty Prophet 2. The Almighty Attah  and His
Angcls arc above and beyond matcrial drossness and not
confined to shapes and forms and unbounded by human
posturcs and stances, then in what manner and form docs
Allah send greetings to His Beloved and Chosen Apostle
2 None can comtemplate and visualisc this aspect of the
enquiry as indulging in and involving ourselves such like
querics might lead us to a point where Divine
disapprosbatron and chastisement might unfortuncly
beccome our fatc.Therefore lcaving the dclicatc pomt in
abeyance we should better probe through enunciations of
Qur’an and Hadith what we arc expected to present our
sharc of responsibility in obedience to Divine and Prophctic
commands.

There are glimpses first in the Holy Qur'dn relating to
norms and postures of the angels. At onc place it is deduced
that thc angels send grectings not in isolation or individual
cupacligy, rather,they do so in vast congregations, rows upon

3
rows.

The standing upright stance is the tradition (sunna) of
the angels and the above quoted verse © demands that
angels is sending Sa/dwat-o-sa/@m in upright stance to the
august personality of the Holy Prophet = They arc 1o our
right and Icﬂ.”They are sending greetings right in front of
us as well as behind us.'® If we are Icthargic and negligent
in obeying the Divine command, the angels remain
unconcerned to our behaviour. The Holy Qur'an tells us
that thc angels offer salutation in grand fashion

Qur'an. al-S3lat  37:)
Qur'an, al-Saflar  37:1
Qur'an, QFl, 50:1%

Qur'an, a/-Ra ad, 13:11
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congregation rows upon rows, and in confirmation of this
majestic spectacle the Qur’an echoes the Divine Oath by

these Angles'®. The Companions of the Holy Prophet %=

used to recite Durild in standing position while offering
Prayer 1n his presence, as a mark of respect.

After the wisal of the Holy Prophet %%, when his
sacred body was placed on the wooden plan wrapped in
coffin shoroud In Madina al-Munawwarah, the hierarchy of
the dignified Principal angels namely Hadrat Jibra'il
Hadrat Mik7'1l, Hadrat lara 'fil and Hadrat ‘izr il followed
by countless numbers of other angels, recited the Sa/gwar-
o-salam (in standing stance)’®. After the recitals by the
angels came the multitudes of men, women and children of

Madina in that order offered Duriid-0-Salam unto the Holy

Prophet 3% This was according to Holy Prophet own

- SIS . 2]
desire, each group forming its own row of congreation”'.

The whole ceremony lasted over twelve hours without
break. This confirms and authenticates the belief that the

offering of Duriid-o-Salim to the Holy Porphet 3£ in
upright stance is the sunna (tradition) of the angles and his
companions. This 1s in emultion of this sacred tradition

(chain of Practices) down the ages that cven in the present
age people of all walks of life stand in reverence before the

Holy Grave of the Holy Prophet 3£ and offer Duriid-o-

Salam at all hours of the day in upright stance.
The command for upright stance (Qayam) for
offering prayers and other rituals of worship is manifest at

19
20

Qur’an, a/-Saffae 37:1 |
Fatawa al-Rizawwiyya, vol. 1V, p.54 Ref: al-BayHagqi, al-
Hakim, al-Jibrani

"Abd al-Haq, Madarij al-Nabuwwa, vol.ll, p.440

mariat.com
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various places of the Holy Qur’an and it can be safely
inferred that the command for Qayam ( upright stance) is
also embracive of other rituals besides the Namaz and other
obligatory functions in the domain of religion and sharial.
It can be safely assumed that the precept of Salim-o-
(ayam was in the Divine knowledge the practice of which
Was 10 assumc vaster and longer proportions in duc coursc
of time. There are clear indications in the Holy Qur an tha
the new cmerging modes and means of transport and
communications will have to be accomodated In the new
s¢t up of things which were making their hcadway
practically in every nook and corner. For cxample, whilce
mentioning the necessity of animals for transport and
conveyance it is said in the Holy Qur’an: ' Allah has created
horses, mules and donkeys for you to ride and usc for show.

And He will create other things of which you have no

knowledge.” The modern plethora of modes and mcans of
transport and travel is nothing but claboratc and
Interpretative exposition of the said verse, which we
oursclves are witnessing or shall continue to witness as new
and mew means of conveyance crop up as a result of more
and more researches and exploration in practically cvery
branch of life. At another place it is said: We shall show
them our Signs all over the Universe, and (even) within

their inner beings™ (which is itself a separatc universal
entity, apart from and in conjunction to our physical world).
We have witnessed countless Signs of the Power and
Knowledge of Allah all over the world. As for the inncr
being, today, the scientific rescarches have established that
down the breathing pipeline, the lungs bear the distinctive

22
23

Qur'an, 2/-Nahal 16:1R
Qur'an, Fussifat 41:53
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literal formation of the Kalima-e-Tayyiba, in that on thc left
the part of the lungs the fleshy inscription of “La /ldha-Illa
Allal" and on the right part of the lungs the words
“vithammad al-Rasill AllZh™ are visibly inscribed.””

(4)

No doubt it is within the knowledge of Almighty
Allah that the faithful followers and devoted bondsmen of
the Holy Prophet 2% would instinctively and unhcsitatingly
risc up to offer any service including presenting Sa/dm-o-
Salawat whenever they are asked to demonstratc their
dignificd love and sublime devotion to Holy Prophct g
The Holy Qur’in echoes this unmatched humblc
submission by thc men of Faith (Momins) when it
addresses them thus. “And when you are asked to risc up.
risc up. Allah will raise you up to (suitable ranks and
degrees) those of you who believe and who havc been
granted knowledge. And Allzh is well acquainted with all
you do.” This clearly means that if the Head of thc maylis
(Assembly) or its organiser asks of the people to risc up (in
reverence and respect etc). For some one, or in cclebration
of some solemn occasion, then it becomes binding to
respond to this call. It is for their own good because this
unhesitant response of the listeners pleases Allah who has
promised to elcvate and upgrade them in worldly well-
being and in the Hercafter.”. At another place it is said,
“verily AllZh sees when you risc” (up in prayer)zh. Even

24
25

Daily a/-Bilad (Saudi Arabia) dated Ist Sha ban, 1412 A H
Qur'an, al-Mujadila 58:11
Qur'an, a/-Shu ard 26:218
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thc Holy Prophet % also witnesses our stance of rising up
to celebrate Saldm-0-Qaydni .

When Almighty Alldh  and the Holy Prophet i
witness (with pleasure and satisfaction) the rising up of the
pcople of faith, can there be any muslim of such who would
deliberately shirk and shun from standing up for Sa/Zm-o-
(JayZm at the opportune moment when he happens to be in
a majlis where such a call 1s made or when he is fortunatc
cnough to be present at a blessed place where he can
demonstrate his regard for the celebrity by presenting
Saldwat-0-Sa/dm  in standing posture which is the most
significant part of celebration of Sa/@m-o-Sa/dwat. It is a
most depressing sight that in spite of such a high rewarding
promisc by A/mighty Anah  for rising up in the s
where holy acclamations are offered in Praise of Alldh and
His Most Beloved Apostle Hadrat Mithammad Mistaff =
there are some Muslims who leave the Majsis in order to
display their contempt and abhorence for rising up at the
time of Sa/2m-0-Qaydm, withoust least regard as to how
they would plead their case on the Day of Judgement when
every limb of a defaulter would testify against him™" . The
deprisual of such a people become all the more tragic when
these very people actively take part in so called social
functions at home or in fashionable hotels when in the
mixed gathering of young men and women in the midst of
tender-aged youngster to prolonged sessions of standing of
clamourous clapping in upright posture and conducted
without any onc peeping and praying into his conscience as
to what good of this world and the Hereafter will accruc to

27

= Qur'an, al-Baqgard 2:104

Qur'an, a/-Niir 24:24
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them and where all these tendencies will lead them to? [t
has been stressed again and again that standing in
congregation and offering Sa/dwat-o-salZm has bcen the
sunna (practice)of the angels as will as the sunna of thc
companions and those of religious scholars, learncd pcoplc
and the righteous ones in the Umma.

Some seven hundred years before there lived great
scholar and savant Imam Taqi ad-Din Subki (d-756 AH/-
1355 AD). On one occasion there was a great
congregational Assembly in which prominent uw/ema werc
present. In that auspicious assembly a true lover and
devotee of the Holy Prophet =z recited a poetic couplet of
Imam Sarsari°. which purported that the people of honour
and dignity on hearing the beauteous mention of the Hory
Prophet 3% in any Majlis at once stand upmi as a mark of
respect and a manifestation of orderly and dignificd
reverence to the Holy Prophet 2%. On hearing the couplet,
[mam Tagqi-al-Din at once stood up, and following him thc
entire Majlis stood up as a tribute to the Holy Prophet ==
Qur'an says the angles offer Salawat in standing posturc.”
The tradition of standing up if the Majlis of  Duriid-o-
Saldm has been in vogue for centuries before and has
continued unabated and ‘ InshaAlian’ will continue for cver.

About four hundred years ago, the greatest rcligious
scholar of his time, the exponent of Traditions (Ahddith)

Hadrat Shaykh 'Abd al-Haq Mupaddith Dehlavi (AH
d.1642 AD 1053) also recognised the significancce of the

2

Yahya bin YuUsif Sarsari (d.656/1258) was a great Jurist,
writer and poet of his time. ("Umar Riza Kahhala, Mu'ajjam
al-Mu’alifin, beirut, vol. XIII, p.336-337)

Tabaqat al-Kubra (Egypt), vol.l, p.208

Qur'an, a/-Saffat, 37:1

L{1]
3
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Saldwat-0-sa/dm and offered and recited the same in
standing position which is the essence of the wholc
phenomenon. He regarded the offering of Sa/Zwar-o-saldm
in the posture of Qaydm (standing upright) as the grcar
source of Divine Blessings and as the source ot Deliverance

on the Day of Judgement”® Another religious scholar of
renown and Murshid of Raskid Abmed Ganguhi and the
famous scholar and commentator of the Holy Qur’an
Ashral Ali Thanvi  namely Hadrar Haji Mithammad [mddd
Alldh Makki (AH 1310/AD 1892.d) more than onc
hundred ycars before used to stand and offered Sa/awai-o-
sa/dm n the standing position. He often said that he /e
great relict and ecstatic pleasure in this devotional offerin g

of  Durild-0-Saldm.”  These great  Traditionalist
(Mubaddithin) were the guardian protectors of the Muslim
Umma.

It 1s really distressing that there arc some modecrnists
within thc community of Muslims who feel no prick of
conscience when they overtly and covertly pass unsavoury
and stricturous remarks against these and other spiritual and
scholastic leaders who were primarily responsiblc for
safcguarding and protecting Islam. Again, it is principally
through the dissemination of Islamic values in socio-
cultural sectors of the muslim Umma, that Islam has not
only survived against heaviest of odds but has also taken
roots and 1s flourishing in the unhealthy soil of paganism

and pluralism in dogmatic cult mistakenly called religion of
the soil.

—

12

: Akhbar al-Akhyar (Karachi), p.624; (Delhi, 1309, p.309
’ Haji lmdad Allﬂé ffgf -I{afl Mas ‘ala, (edited by Mufu M
i el

Khalil. Lafiofe), OI11]
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But to raise critical fingers against the high
personages and true helpers of Islam has become a sort of
habit of the so called liberals and modernists in the rank
and file of Muslim intelligentsia. The episode of the “She-
Camel” called the ‘NZga A/an’ in the Quranic parlance
which owed 1ts emergence and existence from the rocky
stones as a result of Miracle of Hadrar Sawiif is a grim
pointer in this behalf. When the miscreants first expresscd
their hated and intolerance”against the Animal, almost the
cntirc community of Samud the fraternity to which //adrar
Sawlilr belonged was wiped off from the surface of carth as
a result of calamity from A/mighty Allah . Such was the
value and rccognition of the Ndga al-A4akr" . The slander
mongers and the satirists of friends of Allah (Aawlia-
Allah)” should ponder over their so-called enlightenment,
and 1nto their being and ask their own heart and conscicnce
to gct the proper and redeeming answer. The answer from
the within is never misleading. The Holy Prophetr = has
also stressed consulting with the conscience in times of
stress and utter helplessness.

All Praise 1s due to A/4Zh the Ailmighty Creator and
Sustamer of all the Universe, the pristine practicc of
offering Sa/dwat-0-saldm in standing posture has been in
cvidence by renowned personalities of Islam by whosc
crudition, righteousness and selfless devotion to [slamic
norm in personal and religious spheres, oath can be taken,
thercby confirming the authenticity of this dcvotional
practicc as an open expression of Umma’s hcart-fclt
devotion and reverence to the Holy Propher  adra

4

Qur'an, al-A ral” 7:73 ~
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Miihammad Milstatd ~ 3%. These Holy Mahafil (asscmblics)
arc held and celebrated through out the length and breadth
of the world and Sa/@wat-0-Saldm arc offcred in standing
posturc.In Saudi Arabia inspite of restrictive mcasures
simple minded but clean hearted rustic folks cclebrate the
twelfth of Rabial-Awwal in the manner of grand festive
occasion of Eid and take active part in holding Eid a/-Mildd
al-Nabi  function with all solemnity and humility and offcr
Saldwat-0-saldm n standing position."’ﬁ These simple
ncople arc as-much the part of Arab nationalists as othcer
high-brow and wcll known intcllectuals and scholars of
their country. Their mode of expression of love and

submission to the Holy Prapher & transcends the borders
of intclicctualism and scholastic hair-sphitting.

(3)

It is in the very nature and essence of “Sa/Zm that it
should be offered with utmost solemnity and humility n
standing posture. It is primarily for this reason that Sa/dm-
o-Saldwat 1s offered in standing position before the august
presence of the Holy Propher 2% at his Holy shrinc
Madina al-Munawwara. Like-wise, the Saldm-0-Saldwal 15
also offered in front of the Mazdr-i-Agdas of  Haglrat Abu
Bak'’r Siddique and  Hadrat "Umar Farilg v 3. . The
Holy Prophct %% has said that the “rider (on animal’s back
ctc) should offer salam to the pedestrians the wayfarer.
walking on foot should present salam to the one sitting and

ki

‘Atiq bin Ghayth al-Biladi: Al-Adab al-Sh'u’bi (i al-11137.

Makks. 1963 af{'a't .COII]
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thosc arriving in the Majlis (assembly) are asked to offer
saldm to thosc already presence at the place”” These arc
cxpressions of social cultural norms which also indicate the
grades and status of various group of the people in the
socicty, the essence of these commandments having the
regard and dignity of the person concerned as the situation
demands. It is for this reason that whenever a person of
respect and reputation arrives at a Majlis already in session.

~the people present rise up en-masse and offer sa/4m and
respect to him.

Even otherwise, as things stand and spectacles arc
witnessed today the ceremonial and functional rising
(standing) has become as if the very core of social
behaviour, more stress being given to the form or letter of
the ceremony than the spirit or soul of our behaviour. We
listen to the National Anthem (Qaumi Tarana) and offer
salami (salutation) to the National Flag 1n standing
position, the practice has become so deep-rooted and wide
spread that such a Sa/dmi is offered to alien and Non-
Islamic government dignitaries and their national flags,
whether the occasion is to present verbal attributes to the
person concerned or to offer condolence if he has cxpired.
People stand in rows to greet the arrival of some foreign
dignitaries and bid farewell to them when they depart from
the country. Examples of these activities can be multiplied
beyond limit, though there is always a great distance
between the letters and spirits of the hollow ceremonial
functions!

[ am an unhappy witness to an equally ditressing
cvent at a function in Delhi where some prominent

Bukhari, pp.919.94)
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nationalist ‘Ulema sang the highly prejudicial and
cxtremely anti-Muslim  song by standing in the
congrcgation alongwith Hindu comerades. The song is
commonly known as Vandi Maturam and the title means ‘O
Land! I prostrate for you'! When some Muslims among the
audience later criticised these Ulema on their behaviour,
they felt regret and shame over their shameful act. The
point for consideration is that in our socicty an amalgam of
different cultural and social customs and conventions have
gaincd currency, some of them are genuinely pro-Islamic
because these were founded and developed by truc Islamic
lovers, firstly in the carly phase by genuine followers of the
companions of the Holy Prophet 4% and on their foot-steps
by the sincere and devoted * Ulema and Schloras. It was the
bright phase of Islamic learning and teaching which infuscd
the intelligentsia and common Muslim prpulace alike. But
the incursion of anti-Islamic forces led by Jewish and
Christian prcachers and later joined by other anti-Islamic
clements who in close collaboration tarmished the bright
visage of Islamic culture and civilization.
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(6)

licverting to the main subject matter of this
dissertation namely Sa/am-o-Qayam (Standing upright) and
presenting (salutation and blessing) it may be pointcd that
there 1s no scarcity of the detractors who do not seem to be
convinced with the genuineness of this mode of reverencc.
Their main objections are three as noted below:-

(1) They say that Qayam (standing upright) has
authority (permissive order) neither from thc Holy
Prophet 3= nor from his Companions.

(2) The participants in the May/is fold their hands as in
Salawat (Namaz) when the Maylis (asscmbly) is
ncither Mamaznor its substitute.

(3) The people in the Maylis are led to believe that the

Holy Prophet 3% himself graces the occasion.

With due sincerity and humility we endeavour to
clarify their enquiry which is in the nature of objections.

Query 1: So far as the point of standing by the Holy
Prophet % is cencerned, it is authenticated by various
Ahadith in this behalf. There i1s the famous Hadith
purporting that Allah the Almighty taught the norms of the
most perfect modes of moral character. In the words of the
Haditlh: “I have been raised as an Apostle so that | may
uplift the modes of moral character to its highest and the
most perfect height’. The Holy Prophet 3= has himsclf
said. Allah the Almighty taught me the decorum of moril
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character 1n a very nice manner.® It was the manifcstation
of the divinely taught mode of decorum that thc Holy
Prophet == asked his near and dear ones including the
Companions to emulate them. He used to stand to rcceive
them by way of affection and love. The Holy Prophct = -
himself reccived his beloved daughter Hadrat Fatima - Js «
in a standing position” . He treated likewise his devoted
Companions among whom Hadrat ‘Akrama, Jafar bin Abi
Talib, Zayd bin Harith", Safwan bin Uma yya, ‘Adr bin
Hatim'' . Not alone these highly respectable personalitics.
he also stood up and welcomed the merry-making women
and children who were returning home after attending somc

wedding fllpptj?n_42 In emulation to the Holy Prophct =
Hadrat Fgr'ﬁ’ 1 J‘ﬁnd Hadrat A 'f.s‘baﬁ# dv 2, reverently
stood up to receive and meet the Holy Prophet =.. The
Holy Prophet 3% asked his Companions to stand and
welcome Hagrat Sa'ad bin Ma'az" .

Hadrat Talpa bin Obaidullzh, stood up in the presence
of the Holy Prophet 3£ in the Masjid-i-Nabavi 1o
congratulatc Hadrat Ka'ab bin Malik on the acceptance of
penitence ( Tauba)'® . The Holy Prophet 3= uscd to stand
for the sake and prayer whenever some funeral bicr passcd
by him. He also stood to welcome the angels who attended

K
W
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Abi Datd, p.708 ; Tirmdhi vol.ll p.404
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Ibid, vol. 11, fol. 250

Bukhdri (Karachi), vol. I, p. 534; volll. p.778: Muslim
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and marched with the funeral procession. He also asked the
other participents to welcome the marching angels®’ .

[t was also customary that whenever the Iloly
Prophet -3 used to stand up with intention to go from
Masjid-i-Nabavi  to the Haram Sharif all the Companions
also stood up and kept themselves in that stance till the
lloly Prophet %% crossed the threshold.*® This was the

manifestation of their moral excellence. The Companions
pald due regard to whatever was ncar and dear to the loly

Prophet’” % and bore relation to him. The glimpses of the
tcachings of the Holy Propict 3Z to his companions and
through the latter to - the succceding generations have
rcachcd us. The people of the¢ modemn age and wc have
comc to rcalisc how each group of people received Divine
Blessing by sincerely acting upon them thereby receiving
the benefits of the world as well as the Hercafter.

The Holy Prophet Hadrat Mithammad Miistaf3 =T 18
the greatest and the most perfect Apostie of AllZh among
the cntirc creatures of all the Universe comprising the
human spicices, the angels also the Prophets/Apostles who
were sent to carth to guide the destiny of the pcople. In
spitc of this unmatched grandeur and splendour which

accompanicd the Holy Prophet 3z, there was not cven the
shightest semblance of pride and vanity noticeable in his
unique personality. On the contrary he was so affcctionate
and considerate to cvery group of his fellow-beings
regardles of their ranks and status, including his Kith and

47
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Kz al-"Ummal (Beirut, 1979). vol X V. p.594
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Kin, so much as to unhesitatingly risc to greet thcm, and
pray and strive for their will being in this world and the
/1creafier. The facts being as honest and simple which nonc

can refute or deny. However the Holy Propher 3= did not
approve such customs and practices™ including the rising
up in favour of tyrants and miscreants, for thc simple
rcasons that these customs and practices were brought into
prominence by the non Arab heathens who were sleeped n
arrogance as if they belonged to the higher strata of socicty
or if they were so unfortunatc to be trecated worse than serfs
and animals for being accounted among the down troddcn
and the resourceless. In cither case it 1s the human dignity
that 1s the main victim, the high-brow class tramplc upon
thc commonecrs and the latter cry undemeath the yoke of
tyranny.

Haglrat Shaykh Afimad Sarhindi Mujadid Alfi-Thani
has recorded an episode which took place during the reign
of Emperor Jahangir of Mughal Empire in India. The royal
darbar was in session, cach onc was assigned the job as the
King plcascd. One vazir (minister) was stationed right in
front of thc cmperor with strict command not to cast his
glance, at any other point or place on pains of dirc
conscquences for breach or default. To the utter misfortunc
of the said vazir, his cyes deviated from the royal personage
only for a flicker of moment and he looked at his own
robes. The King noticed it and promptly he blarcd with
dreadful anger. "/ can never tolerate this that my waZir
wlilc standing in my présence under my command should
cast his cyes at his robes.”' What fate befell the poor vazir

s

Abr Daiid. vol.lll, p.668; Mishkat, vol.ll, p.6RR
Abmad Sirhindi; Maktubat, vol.ll (Karachi), Maktub No.293.
n.41%
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1s not difficult to visualise or surmlse But the incident has
a moral. The kind of upnght stance to which the
unfortunate vazir was suspected under tyrannicl royal

command was the one which the Holy Proprer 3= did not

approve and which he condemned as it meant dishonour
and disgrace to human dignity and made the mortal King
all the more arrogant and inflated his vanity and pride.

[t 1s really very unfortunate that we witness this kind
of class discrimination even in this enlightened age of high
intellectualism. It is the common sight that the subordinates
are made to stand before the officers who instead of taking
notice of this undignified posture remain busy in their
personal affairs or gossipping with their friends who
frequently intrude during working hours, simply to “pass
time” with their friends: Still more pathetic sight is the
behaviour of landlords and vaderas with the haris
(cultivators) and other petty servants. The ghastly cxamplcs
of this nature can be multiplied but it will not move the
stony-hearts.

The rioly Propher 3Z never approved this lavish

. ol . . 52
display of class distinction between human beings.”” Hc
himself led a very simple and austere life and kept the
down trodden of the society close to his heart so that they
may not lose faith in human dignity and feel themsclves as
cqual citizens in the fraternity of Islam. They realisc their

own importance among other members of Muslim Umma
The Holy Propher ¥Z had declared white warning the sclf-
styled privileged group of the society that (arrogant)
“people who desire that others should stand for them as a

mark of ‘respect’ should beware 10 make their d welling

52

Abi Datud. vol.lll, p.6RR; Mishkar, vol.ll, p.6]R
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place in the hell”>’ He did not say anything to those who
are thus forced to stand against their conscience; his
warning and reprimand is directed only against thosc whosc
hearts are diseased. To stand for any one on account of fear
or greed was not liked by him. On the contrary the Holy

Prophet %% favoured and even encouraged to accord
respect and honour by standing, in Majlis or alone, out of
sheer love and sincerity, for any person of known

righteousness and scholarship.
We have already seen in the foregoing pages how the

Holy Prophet 2% himself often rose for any one very ncar
and dear to him out of affection and personal regard. Still
he did not encourage the Companions to rise again and
again in the same session of M&j7f5.54 He was so kind and
considerate by way of affection towards the people,
particularly the ever submissive and humble companions
that it grieved him if he found them in pains and hardship.
He was ever covetous for their well-being and comforts.™ It
is really very significant that in the Quranic parlance thc
attributes of being ‘ Raiif (considerate and affectionate) and
Rapim (merciful) have both been assigned to Allah the
Almighty and the Holy Prophet Hadrat Miihammad
Mistafd 2%. Allah is Raif al—RabfmSﬁ and His Apostle 1s
also Raiif al-Rahint’’ .
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Sincere and unstinted love and Devotion demands
nothing, but obedience, nothing more or less than purc and
chaste submission. To indulge in sceptic urge to stand or
not to stand 1n reverence and salutation is the sign of uttcr
wcakness of our Eiman. We must simply remember that
Allah the Almighty has Himself Commanded ys Faithful
(Momins) to glorify and venerate the z70/y Propher ** == at
all times of morning and evening, day and night. What arc
therefore, the demands and obligations of sanctificd
venceration we can clearly know provided we possess purc
conscicnce and untarnished love stationed in our bosoms.

Referring to the three objections or observation
mcntinngd carlicr in this brochure, we have discussed In
some dctails the query No 1. The two items of enquiry at
Nos; 2 and 3 are really the offshoots of the main point of
cnquity at No.l and do not call for any claborate statcment
to answer them. However, for brevity’s sake these arc
cnumerated below:-

Query 2:Folding of hands as in Namdz, Thc main
point of issue is about the standing posture in reverence in
the course of deliberations of the Majlis at certain stage of
its proccedings. This we have already defended and
Justificd from cvery possible points of view. Howecver, as
regards the folding of hands it is of secondary importance
how onc kceps while in a standing posture; it is cither
folding the hands or let them hang sideways. Surcly thc
first position is more dignified as a mark of respect than
allowing the hands to hang along sideways as culprits or
subordinates do before persons of authority.

& Qurian, al-MZ'’ida5:12; al-Fath 48-9: a/-A ral’7:15: al-Afizab
33:56
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Hadvat Shaikh ‘Abd al-Haq Mufaddith Dehlavi has
taught the appropriate mannerism while in the presence of a
dignificd revered personality. As for the position of hands
in the standing posture thesc should be folded over the
navel in the grib of palms of both the hands. It was also the
practicc of the¢ Companions while standing in the presence
of the rioly Propher ZZ. From this the great Shaykh has
inferred that the honour and the decorum demand that n
the, presence of as well as while welcoming the dignificd
person onc should stand with folded hands. In his own
words. “/n whe presence of the august personality [ladrat
Mithammad Milstatd 2. the right hand should be placcd on
ihe fefi hand similar 10 as is done in the Namd/™ The

most reverential status of the 1oly Propher 22 is that if he
calls some onc (by name) while the latter 1s engaged in
Namd,s he must attend to the call;" then what to speak of
rising up and folding or not folding hands at the moment of
salutation!

Query No.3 As for the third point of cnquiry rclating
to the august Presence of the /oly Propher 3=, it may be
stated that according to the famous Hadih the naturce and
quality of a man’s deeds reflect the naturc and quality of
that person’s intentions. *' The Niya of every endividual is
best known to Aimighty Andh . What we should be
concerned with is the honesty and sincerity of our deedy
and keep oursclves from ill-will and unfounded conjectures
against any onc clse.”” The power of honest and devoted

‘Abdal-Haq. Jazb al-Quiib 113 Diyar al-Mahbiib. Calcutta.
1263/1847, p.233

Qur’an, al-Anfil. 8:24

Bitkhari, (Lahore), vol.l, p. 101

Quran., al-Huirdt 49:12
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love is beyond measure. What reflection it produces is not
known to another limb or limbs of our body structurc.
Thercfore the less said in this respect the better.

[t 1s not the belief of the Sunni followers that the
loly Propher Z£ does not grace cach and cvery holy My
which 1s held to cclcbratc his remembrance. But he
posscsscs the miraculous vision whereby he can witness
any delibcratuions 1n any Majlis and at any place.“ Surcly.
this 1s not short of his pcrsonal graceful attendance. Inspite
cf his being at a distance he is closcst to us in our hearts™ .
Allah the Almighty has said thc Holy Propher = in thc
world as “Saanid’® (witncss) meaning thcreby that he is
closc to us and witnessing (watching) cach of the decds
(rclated to him) No doubt he is very near to us™ . The status

and dignity of the 7/oly Prophct == 1s uncomparable with

any other dignitary. Allah thc Almighty has so much regard
and affcction for His bcloved Apostle that He can give
powcr to any devotee of the /oly Prophet 3 to go
anywhcre (physically), therecby minimising the significance
of Time and Space.”’ These things do not come within our
comprchension at the moment, like things which we did not
comprechend carlier but we now understand them. Similarly
things which arc incomprchensible at prcsent a time will
come when we shall grasp them casily.

il

Qasim Nanautwi, Ab-i-Ilayar (Delhi) p.73

ial-Mu agjam al-Kabir, vol. XX, pp.21-22

Qur'an, al-NisZ 4:40; al-Nafal 16:89; al-Fath 48:8
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(7)

In our stride for the modernism and intellcctualism
we have gone so far ahead that we have begun to call the
adherents of Sa/dwat-0-saldm who stand in honour of the

1oly Propher % as Kafir and Mushrik without reflecting
for 2 moment that by doing so we have stripped thousands

and thousands devotees of the rioly Propher . of thew
faith and affcction by just one strake of pen! Why did the
concerncd people do and what has been their gain? What a
tragedy people suffering from lack of warmth of love and

reverence for the Holy Propher & should deneunce his

devotecs as heretics! History has no parallcl of this mfamy.
They should probe their conscience and answer the

question.Is the honour and Dignity of the 7/oly Prophet =
is lower (Ma ', AlZh) than the National Flag and National

Anthem which we honour and salutc in a respecttul
standing posturc? How conveniently and shamclessly we
ignore the rcality that this country of our Pakistan camc
into existence in the name and as a Sadgah of Islam and the
loly Propher Hadrat Miihammad Mustafa = Surcly he
rightly descrved our salutation and adoration.

Therefore adherence and devotion to Saldwai-0-salidm
thereby confirming their love and devotion to the /7ol
Propher 2= is the first and foremost critcrion and credential
for our identity as being in the fold of Muslim Ummd. Bul
this docs not imbibe by mere lip profession to Islam. We
must ccment and strengthen our Eiman by acting upon the
tenets of Islam and engaging our precious time in sending

Durild-0-SalZin to the  1loly Prophet = SO that we may
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cnrich and fortify our Eiman by more and more Divine
gracc and blessing. The Duriid has its own reward. It has
been stated in the Ziofy Qur'an that any onc who scnds
greetings or Duritd, Almighty AllZh  and the angcels send .
greetings of Durild unto him® . There is 2 blessing
promised in the Hadith that the man who sends pPuriid-o.
Saldm, Alldh and s angcels send o
0-Saldm on him.

The rioly Qur’an has also extolled and praiscd the
standing ~ stature at many places especially  in the
rememebarance and glorification of A/4."" In view of
these Divine assurances of praisc and progress for the men
of Faith (Eiman) it would be misfortune of the gravest
order if certain clements among the Muslims refuse to
rcceive and abide by the Divine Light of guidance and still
cling to the unfounded and baseless notions of anti-

ten times morce Duriidl-

Saldawat-0-Qavam. Addressing the Ioly Prophct =
Almighty Allah  has assured His Apostie and through him
the entirc Umma that they will march ahead at cvery
stagc?' and the ultimate goal will be Very prosperous e
The 7101y Propher 22 has also been promiscd by Allah the
Almighty that he will be raised to the highest station of
Praisc (Magam-i-Mahmud).”

(3)

[f. inspitc of all these evidences and unfailing
asstrances, some one still is sceptic about the validity and

e
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Quran, al-Ahzab 33:43
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veracity of the Sai@m-o0-Qayam, then for his satistaction
glimpses from the Zoly Qur'an and  [adith may be
presented. In the 77oly Qur'an it has been stressed that those
who strive in the way of Allah and embark upon ncw ways
for the prosperity of Umma, therc is promise for them that
Allah will open new pathways of guidance and success’
There is a Hadith in this context that “sfor onc who
introduces new venue of guidance and rightcousncss and

aCls upon it 10 Cstablish its Validity, Alldh will grant him
wo-told reward”.” However there is open and stern
warning of punishment for those who deviate from the
cstablished path of guidancc. They will be plunged mto
greater and graver darkness of misguidance and the
punishment 1n consequence thereof.’” What could he better
and morc rewarding pathway than to engage oursclt in
constant endeavour for the honour and respect for the //oly
Propher % and adhere to it as a lifelong principle to
display highest praise and dignity in favour of the Aposic
ol Aliah. The Holy Qur’dn has laid stress again and again
in this behalf.”’

If we look into the issue more deeply and with an
open mind we come to know that these are divergent
groups of people who express'their inner feclings of
aversion and approbation respectively in respect of the
Holy Propher as the (Aposile of Aliah). One group is that
led by Abu Jinl and Abu Lahab who rcgarded the  /Holy
Propher %2 only as a ‘Bashar’. The other group led by
Haglrat Abu Bak’r Siddig believed and unreservedly
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accepted him as the Apostle (Rasul) of A/#7s with all
altributcs and qualifications that the Holy Qur’zn has
dclincatcd at many pl:au::nes.?H The root cause of all thesc
mischicfs and misfortunes is the adverse and calamitous
beltef.Conversely all the good and virtue spring forth from
the righteous and unstinted love and Devotion believed and
acted up on by the group of people who love and Adore the
Holy Prophct  Hadrat Miiflammad Milstatd 2 as the
Apostle (Rasul) of Axan, whom A#an has promiscd

unlimited blessings not only in the world but the Hercafter
as well.

-

4 -

The Holy Prophet = was raised as the lcader and
gutde among the people who were steeped in all sorts of
moral and social curruptions and the internal feuds and
strifc was beyond description. He carried out his prophctic
mission to rcform and rejuvinate the wayward and unstable
society in such an endearing and captivating manner that
not only did the people listen to him attentively and
submissively but they also acted upon his teachings so
faithfully and assiduously that in course of time they
themsclves bgcame the leaders and torch bearers of their
and succeeding generations. What is to be especially notcd
in this conncction is that the central and signal factor in the
cntirc mission was the element of love of the Holy Prophct
b

When we are inclined to accord regard and honour
for esteemed personages of the human society, we should

pause for a moment what should be our attitude towards the
Holy Prophet £ who, as we have already said above, is the

X

Qurian, al-NisZ' 4:113; al-Takwir 81:24, al-Napal 16:89. al-
APzab 33:6; al-Anbiya 21:107 ctc.
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very Cause Soul and Quintessence of creation. To raisc any
objection and criticisc the mode of honour and regard for
him on flimsy grounds is, to say the least, downmost
degradation of human dignity. Remember once agam the
Holy verse of Qur'dn which we have been discussing and
quoting off and on, which proclaims that “ANTh 1

Almighty and 1lis Angcls send grectungs and alutation (0

the oly Propher Haglral Miihammad Milstald S ., and
ask your ownsclf, is there any justificatign for criticising
modes of grectings and salutation to him and if this s donc
in a standing posture, docs it not clevate and entrance the
dignity of humanity itself over and abovce the rest of the
crcations in the whole Universe?

As a matter of fact the main issuc is the remembrance
of Allah. obedience to Him and His Apostle THadral
Mihammad Mistafd ZZ. As the /oly Qur'dn says when
you pertormed the act of worship ( Saldwat), remembci
Alldh, standing, sitting and rf{l‘h}n}rg.ml . This remcmbrance
can be attained in any physical posture which affords relict
and which is within the bonds of dccojum and propricly
This includes the posture of standing which is significant is
it is permitted alier the completion of Salwar. Is 1t not a
Divine sanction for offering Saidwat-0-sa/dm in standing
posturc? We must cooly and reflectively ponder within
oursclves and pray,

Oh; AllFh: Show us the straight path . The
path of those whom you have fa vourcd. NOt

- s

" Qur'an, a/-M7'1da 5:12
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(the path) of those who carmed your angcer,
: & .
nor ol those who went astray. Amun.

With the Co-operation
Of
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