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It was probably during these days that he
| wrote among other things a tract, entitled Thahliliyya
in refutation of shite views (This tract was,
subsequently, tramslated into Arabic by shah wali
Allah al-Dihlawi with a prologue on the religious

trends of the court of Akbar and the activities of
Shaykh Ahmad).(*r)

Q8 AL solnle b M ners i € A
VRV RY VIR R AL (o WA R NG Sy
MBS B I PAL AP e bt
_;5.(;’:._);’3 A Fp
3% e 22/ Jo it = 22 JEncyclopaedia Iranica (1)

5 6 5:M = (1 S_Yohanan Friedmann U2 G-

2w i)
His Etbhat al-nobuwa (Hyderabhad, Sind,
1383/1963-64), which probably dates from the same

period and is the only work which Serhendi wrote

entirely in Arabic.(r")
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prescribed books and the begiﬁning of intrinsic sciences.
This tract of twelve pages was his ﬁIZSt endeavour. He
started it with the phrase “Fa in qul ta la buddah min taqdir-
i Khabar-i-la” which indicates that his studies were still
continuing. Some consider that he wrote it after the demise
of his father,rsince on page six he refers to his father as his
late father. I think this has been added when the fair copy
was made, as was also the addition on page eleven.

After the death of Makhdoom he became the spiritual
disciple of Khwaja Bagi Billah and enriched himself with
the bounties of the Nagshbandi School. After his attachment
with Khwaja all his writings reveal the Nagshband: thoughts
but Risala-e-Tahliliah is devoid of it, so also Risala Ithbat-e-
Nabuwwah and Risala Radd-e-Shia, as all these tracts had
been written before he joined the Nagshbandi School.

The urdu version alongwith the text of this booklet was
published earlier by Dr. Ghulam Mustafa Khan’s efforts.
Now this very book is the corrected text of ‘Tahliliah’ and
all the things on this very topic written by Shaykh is

complied in this very book including Urdu translation,
preface, and marginal notes. There were some mistakes in
Encyclopaedia Iranica and the Encyclopaedia of Islam about

this work. These mistakes are also pointed out in the

preface.
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expertence, elucidate  the nature and
characteristics of its different stages, and assess
their value and significance. Agam for the first
time, a Sufi of his eminence clearly
distinguished between the Prophetic way and
the saintly way to God and judged the latter in
the light of the former. With an unusual
boldness, Sirhindi reviewed the whole history of
Sufism, explained what ideas and practices are
within the bounds of the Shar’ah. He
particularly subjected the philosophy of wahdat
I-wyjid to searching criticism, and censured its
consequences to Islamic beliefs, values and
practices. Last but not least, he expounded
theosophy in place of wahdat ‘I-wujiid that
agreed with the highest mystic experience of
difference (farg), on the one hand, and the
Islamm SharT’ah on the other.

His ‘Maktubat’ and ‘tracts’ have a significant role in his
intellectual and practical struggle to protect Islamic thought.
One of these manuscripts is ‘Tahliliyah’ which is consists of
the explanation and anatomy of “Kalimah-g-Tawhid” and
related issues. While elaborating the second part of kalimah
he has described the wonders and sublimity of Prophet
Muhammad (PBUH). Shaykh Abu-Al-Hassan Zaid Farooqi

introduces this booklet in the following words.

From a perusal of ‘Risala-e-Tahliliah’® it appears that

Mujaddid wrote it when he was discussing the ré;.-llities and

intricacies of Awarif, Fatohat and Fasoos with Makhdoom

Shaykh ‘Abdul Ahad. It was the end of the study of
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TAHLILIYYAH

(TAHQEEQ AL-KALIMAH AL-TAYYABAH)

Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi (971 AH. /1564AD. -
1034/1624), known by Mujaddid Alif Thani, (May God be

pleased with him) served as a defender of Islam and took

‘; care of the ideological and practical boundaries of Islam and

hence be called upon as “The defender of the Assets of the

Muslims”. He anticipated anti-Islamic policies of King
Akbar and so worked for the security-of intellectual and
ideological school of thought of Islam. It was due to his .
services for Islam that he was given the title of “Mujaddid

Alf Thani”. He impressed the Ummah with his guidelines

| for state and politics and invited the attention of the Ulemas
(learmed persohs) towards their actual task ‘o’f spreading
Islam and taking care of Islamic ideology. He observed not
only the compunents but also the fundamental principles of
Sufism.

The work which I have mentioned above is only a part of
what Shaykh Ahmad Sirhindi did, and is by no means the

best. Far more important in many respects is his work

concerning fasawwuf and its relation with the Prophetic
Islam.

For the first time in the history of Sufism, a
mystic of his cahber came to dlscuss mystic
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Dedication

Haji Muhammad Arshad Qureshi A

Founder Tasawwuf Foundation, Lahore
whose name will be remembered with

love and regard for his excellent services

in publishing valuable classic books
on Islam and Sufism.
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