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Beginning with the name of Allah, the Extremely
Compassionate, the Mercitful.

The first thing crcated by Allah was the light (nir) of
thc Holy Prophct '. Then He blessed him  waith
Prophcthood”. and the process of duriid sharif litanics of
blcssing for the Prophct  began. Angels were created
who participated in duriid and saldm (scnding of blessings
and pcacc to the Prophct . When that Light became
manifcst’ in this world, pcoplc also beccame part of this
process”.If we ponder this process we will realise that it too
is a form of proclaiming and cstablishing a joytul
cclebration. A/ahu Akbar(God 1s great)!

From the very beginning of creation, reimembarance of
thc Holy Prophet has continously occurcd and been
celebrated. Allah shows infinite love for those whom Hc¢
loves. He has declared their signs and symbols His own’
and has commanded his crcation to cxhibit the highest form
of reverence for them”. He has made their memorial days to
bc days worthy of His remembrance’ by commanding,
“And remind them of the days of Allal”." The birthday of
thc Holy Prophet is an important “day of Allah”. Thc
importancc of this day can bc ascertained from the Qur’an.
With regard to Hadrat Yafiyd (John the Baptist). Allah
states, “So peace be upon him the day he was born, the da ¥
he departed, and the day on which be will be raised again”.

The Holy Prophet camc into this matcrial World on
a Monday. As a mark of gratitudc for this day, hc uscd to
fast cvery Monday. A sabib hadith reports, ** 7/lic Mcsscnger
of Allah was asked about fasting on Monday. He replicd, ™/
was bormm on it and the rcvclation commenced on 1

Madarij al-Nabuwwa, vol 1, p.2
Ash'g al-Lam 3t p.474
Qur'an, #/-M7T ida, 5:15
Quran, M- AlsTh, 56-57
ar'an. al-Bagara. 2158
Qur'an, al-fiay, 22.32

Talsir Khazin and Madarik
Qurc’an, lbrahim, 14.5

Qur'an, Maryam, 19:15
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' According to some tfaditions, the date of birth of thc Holy
Prophct 1s 12 Rabi* al-Awwal, (569/571 C. E), " a date
conobomted by proofs dating back almost four thousand
years.'* Hence Monday, 12- Rabf al-Awwal, 1s especially
connected to the Holy Prophet " Therefore, because of
the conncction of this day to him, its cclebration s a means
of attaining moral and spiritual clevation.

AHah dcclares, “/ndeed Allah bestowed a favour upon
the bclfc vers when he raised up . a Prophet in their
mids?’.*Favours are confcrred so that thcy may be
rcmcmbcered and ncever forgotten. Morcover, Allah has also
declared, “Say, “In the bounty of Allalh and in His mercy—
in this, then, let them rejoicc’”. The implication of these
gyat then, ts that Allah has commanded us to commemorate
and cclebrate the jouful beginning of the Prophet’s mission.

Hadrat *1sa (Jesus), said to Allah, “O our Sustaincr,
send us a ‘table spread with food’ (ma’tda) from heaven,
that it may bc an Id feast day) for us, for the first of us and
for the last of us™" Ponder over this: if Hadrat ‘Isa, can
cclebratc a fecast day (‘1d) on account of thc coming down
of a “tablc sprcad with food,” should wc not then celebrate
the day when Allah sent the very heart and cssence of the
bounty”? Allah dcclarcd the night on which the Holy Qur’ an
was scnt to humankind to better than a thousand months.'’
Imagine then the greatness and loftiness of the might on
which thc living Qur’an thc Holy Prophct camc down!

If the Night of Power (Laylat al-Qadr) can be celcbrated
annually, then why should the night on which the pride of
crcation was born not be cclcbrated cach ycar!

Allah statcs, “Speak of the bounty of thy Lord"'* Imam
Bukhari (d. 256/870) statcs that the Holy Prophet 1s the

o Ibn al-Athir: Usd al-Ghaba, vol.l p.2t-22; Safuh Musiim
(Beiwrut, 1972), volll, p.820

[bin Hlisham, a/-Sira, al-Nabawiyya, voll, p.158

IBhagwata Purana, Askanda 12, chp.2, shloka, 1¥

Safult Musinn (B3crut, 1972) vol.ll, p.820

Qure'an, A/-i-lmrin 3:164

Qur'an, Yimnis 10:5%

Qur'an, al-Maida 5:114

Qur’'an, al-Qadr 97:3
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- greatest bounty of Allah,” hence he should become the
object of the most pubhicity. The Holy Prophet  himsclf
spokc about his blcssed birth from the pulpit.™ On his
instruction somc of his noble companions also described
and publicized the¢ Holy Prophets  most cxcclient
qualitics.”' In thc ycar 9 AH/630 C.E., on the occasion of
rcturning from the battle of Tabuk, Hadrat ‘Abbas (d.
32/653), thc uncle of the Holy Prophet |, recited a pocm
on the birth of thc Holy Prophet , in his presence.” On
another occasion, the Holy Prophet himself put the
platform (munbar) on which Hadrat Hassan bin Thabit (d.
54/674) stood and sang an odc in his praisc,” for which the
Mcssenger of Allah blessed him with a special praycr. All
thcse truc incidents are recorded in books of traditions
(ahadith).

Whenever Hadrat Imdm Malik bin Anas (d.179/795)
would mtcnd to spcak about the tradition (Hadith) of the
Holy Prophct , he would make particular preparations
for 1t.”* This practicc has been perpctuated by our lcamed
scholars (‘wlemZ’) and pious sages, who continuc to hold
such august gathcrings. On the cleventh of cach month
Hadrat Shaykh ‘Abd al-Qadir Jilani (d. 561/1166) would
offer gifts in thc namc of the Holy Prophet ,>> and this
practicc has bcen continucd up to the present day. In
addition, Tbn Taymiyya (d. 728/1328) stated that dcvotces
who hold mil3d gatherings sincerely will receive abundant
bicssings and rewards.*®

Milad gatherings [for celebrating the Prophet’s birth]
arc not something new; they have been celebrated for many

iy

Bukhari, vol.ll, p.566

Tirmiz, vol 1], p.201

Zurgdni, vol.l, p.27

Thn Kathir, Milad-i-Mustafa(urdu \¢)) pp.29-30, Suyuti, /fasan
dl-Magsad, p.5

Bukiuari voll, p.65; al-Musnad (Beirul, 1983), vol.VI, p.72;
al-Dhahabi, Sivar al-A lam, al-Nubala (Beirul,1992), vol.Il,
pp.213-4 1| Ithukhari, 13ab 68, vol.l, p.2641

Iyama 81-Qayama, p.44

Qura 8I-Niar, p. |

Maima * al-Faidwa, flliﬁt p.163.
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\
centuries. The origin of those gatherings can be traced to
the auspicious period of the Holy Prophet .

In more rccent times, Shah ‘Abd al-Rahim (d.
1131/1719), father of Shah Wali Allah Mubaddith Dihlawi
(d. 1176/1762), would hold mil3d gatherings annually. On
such blesscd occasions, he would prepare and distribute
meals to the poor.”’ This was also the practice of Shah Wali
Allah and his lcamed son, Shah ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Muhaddith
Dihlawi (d. 1239/1824). On every 12th of Rabi‘ al-awwal,
they used to invite the masses to their mifad gatherings, n
which they would spcak about the auspictous cvents related
to the Holy Prophet’s  birth. At the end of the
cclcbration they would distnbute food and sweetmeats. ™
. Once Shah Wali Allah attcnded a mildd gathering n
Makka al-Mukarrama(Mecca) 1 _which hc  saw
manifcstations of light cascading down.”’

Haji Imdad Allah Muhajir Makki (d. 1317/1899), the
spiritual guide (murshid) of Rashid Ahmad Gangoh (d.
1323/1905), would hold mifad gathcrings cach ycar as a
mecans of obtaining salvation; during thesc gathenings,
whilc in a standing position he would rccitc salawdt and
salim (prayers of blessings and peace for thc Prophct
)3 On the 12th of Rabi‘ al-awwal of cach ycar, the
grand Mufti, Shah Muhammad Mazhar Allah Dchlawi,
would hold milad gatherings in great splendour, continuing
all night from ‘/sha prayer until the fayr praycr, at dawn.
Salawat and salam would be recited in a standing position,
aftcr which food and sweetmcats would be distributed.”!

As mentioned carlier, the importance of invoking
blessings and peace for thc Prophet is stated in the
Qur'an, which is understood as asserting that some angcls
arc at all times reciting sa/awat and sa/am in a standing
position.”> Thus, this is thc practicc of thc angels. In
Madina at thc funcral bed of the Holy Prophct , the
angcls, men and women, and even children offcred salawdt

27
Lt

Al-Dur al-Thanun, p.8

Al-Dur al-Munazzam, p.89

Fuyur al-lHaramayn, pp.84U-81

Faysla-i-11afl Mas ‘ala (with annotation), p.1 1|
Tadhkara-i-Mazhar-i-Mas "iid, pp. 176-177
Qur’an, al-Salffat, 3
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and sa/m 1n groups, for hours in a standing position.™
Scven hundred years ago, the celebrated scholar /mam
Taqi. al-Din al-Subki (d.756/1355) was in a gathering of
Icarned scholars in which the poetry of the Hassan of his
ttme, /mAm Sarsari (d. 656/1258), was being recited. Upon
hearing the verse in which the poet fervently urges the
audience to stand at the time of the Holy Prophet’s
august r%glcmbrancc, all of the scholars stood in
revercnce.

[n addition, Hadrat-i Shaykh ‘Abd al-Hagqq Mubaddith
Dhblawi (d. 1052/1642) would rccite safawdr and sa/gm
invocations of blcssings and peace for the Prophct 1na
standing position, rcgarding these as a mcans of gaming
Allah’s acceptance of his deeds and prayers.® In the light
of these facts, it should be clear that reciting salawdt and
salfm is the practice of pious angels, companions of the
Holy Prophet , and sages of the Muslim  umma
(community).

The Holy Prophet  said, “Anything which is
mg&rd%q as good by Muslims is regarded likewisc by
Allah.™" Further more, the Holy Prophet  stated,

" Whosocever introduces a good practice (sunna fasana) in
Islam shall not only receive a reward for it, but the reward
of those who act upon it"" He also commanded that one
must remain at all times under the banner of a/-sawad a/-
a‘zam (the great mass of Muslims),“ whi¢h 1s the

33

. MpdBrjj al-Nabuwwa, volll, p.440; Fatawa Rigawiyya,
vol.lV, p.54 Ref.Bayhagi and Hakim.
Tabagit al-Kubra (Egypt), vol.l, p.208
Note:  For further details please sec the author’s reatise “Salam-o-
Quyam ™ (Karachi: 1361/1996) and its English translation
“Salvtation And Adoratien” (Karachi,|316/1996)
Akhbar al-Akhyar, (Delhi, 1309), 309, Urdu tr. p.624.
Mo atts Imam Muhammad, p.104; al-Mustadrak (Beirut),
p-78-79
Muslim, vol.lll, p.718 |
Note; For further details on Sunns Hasans plesse sce author's
reatise “N2 '/ Batain™ (Karachi, 1415/1995) and its English
transiation “7he Novelties”\Karachi, 1316/1996)

" ﬁm Vw mm’ﬁﬂﬂ, p.78-79; Al
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majority.”” Thercfore the actions of the Holy Prophet |
thc noblc companions, the successors (#3br'iin) , the
gencrations  after the  sucessors, and the pious sages
illustrate the Islamic authenticity of organzing and
celebrating the blessed birth of the Holy Prophet .

It is an inherent quality of Jove that a lover feels
tremendous joy on hearing the praise of his beloved.
Rather, it is cven more correct to say that the heart of the
lover ycarns to praisc and remember his beloved at all
times. In addition, a lover is never offended by a person
who is remembcering his beloved. This would go against the
naturc of love. The truth of the matter 1s that genuine
cclebration lics in acting upon the sunma of our Holy
Prophet in cvery aspect of our illustrious predecessors,
who have championed the causc of Islam. Shah “Abd al-
Ghani Mubhaddith Dihlawi (d.1295/1878), the [hadith]
tcacher of Rashid Ahmad Gangohi, nightly sad, “In
celebrating the birth of the Holy Prophet  lies a person’s
complete felicity”™

May Allab bless us with the love of the Holy Prophet
~which will in turn mold and conform us to the  Sunna
(the example of the Prophet ), so that we can become a
beacon of light for othcrs. Amun!

With the Co-operation
of
Sahibzada Mian Jamil Ahmad
Sharqpuri.
Sher-e-Rabbani Islamic Centre
11-A, Bedford Avenue, Calander Road
Valley Range, Manchester (U.K.)
Ph. 01-61-8619778

e Mishkst, p.31; Muslim, voLlll, pp.1476-17; Bukhari (trans
w eeEintratiCom
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